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pioneerdj.com/support/
Thank you for buying this Pioneer DJ product. Please read through these operating instructions so you will know
how to operate your model properly. After you have finished reading the instructions, put them away in a safe
place for future reference. In some countries or regions, the shape of the power plug and power outlet may
sometimes differ from that shown in the explanatory drawings. However the method of connecting and operating
the unit is the same.

IMPORTANT

The lightning flash with arrowhead symbol, within an equilateral triangle, is intended to alert the user to the

http://pioneerdj.com/support/


presence of uninsulated “dangerous voltage” within the product’s enclosure that may be of sufficient magnitude to
constitute a risk of electric shock to persons.

CAUTION
RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK DO NOT OPEN

CAUTION: TO PREVENT THE RISK OF ELECTRIC SHOCK, DO NOT REMOVE COVER (OR BACK). NO
USER-SERVICEABLE PARTS INSIDE. REFER SERVICING TO QUALIFIED SERVICE PERSONNEL.

The exclamation point within an equilateral triangle is intended to alert the user to the presence of important
operating and maintenance (servicing) instructions in the literature accompanying the appliance.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

1. Read these instructions.

2. Keep these instructions.

3. Heed all warnings.

4. Follow all instructions.

5. Do not use this apparatus near water.

6. Clean only with dry cloth.

7. Do not block any ventilation openings. Install in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

8. Do not install near any heat sources such as radiators, heat registers, stoves, or other apparatus (including

amplifiers) that produce heat.

9. Do not defeat the safety purpose of the polarized or grounding-type plug. A polarized plug has two blades with

one wider than the other. A grounding type plug has two blades and a third grounding prong. The wide blade or

the third prong are provided for your safety. If the provided plug does not fit into your outlet, consult an

electrician for replacement of the obsolete outlet.

10. Protect the power cord from being walked on or pinched particularly at plugs, convenience receptacles, and the

point where they exit from the apparatus.

11. Only use attachments/accessories specified by the manufacturer.

12. Use only with the cart, stand, tripod, bracket, or table specified by the manufacturer, or sold with the apparatus.

When a cart is used, use caution when moving the cart/apparatus combination to avoid injury from tip-over.

13. Unplug this apparatus during lightning storms or when unused for long periods of time.

14. Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel. Servicing is required when the apparatus has been damaged

in any way, such as power-supply cord or plug is damaged, liquid has been spilled or objects have fallen into

the apparatus, the apparatus has been exposed to rain or moisture, does not operate normally, or has been

dropped.

WARNING
This equipment is not waterproof. To prevent a fire or shock hazard, do not place any container filled with liquid
near this equipment (such as a vase or flower pot) or expose it to dripping, splashing, rain or moisture.



WARNING
To prevent a fire hazard, do not place any naked flame sources (such as a lighted candle) on the equipment.

The graphical symbol ∿ placed on the product means alternating current.

The graphical symbol = placed on the product means direct current.

The graphical symbol ⊡ placed on the product means Class II equipment.

CAUTION
The switch on this unit will not completely shut off all power from the AC outlet. Since the power cord serves as
the main disconnect device for the unit, you will need to unplug it from the AC outlet to shut down all power.
Therefore, make sure the unit has been installed so that the power cord can be easily unplugged from the AC
outlet in case of an accident. To avoid fire hazard, the power cord should also be unplugged from the AC outlet
when left unused for a long period of time (for example, when on vacation).

Operating Environment

Operating environment temperature and humidity: +5 °C to +35 °C (+41 °F to +95 °F); less than 85 %RH (cooling
vents not blocked)
Do not install this unit in a poorly ventilated area, or in locations exposed to high humidity or direct sunlight (or
strong artificial light).

When using this product, confirm the safety information shown on the bottom of the unit.

The Safety of Your Ears is in Your Hands
Get the most out of your equipment by playing it at a safe level  a level that lets the sound come through clearly
without annoying blaring or distortion and, most importantly, without affecting your sensitive hearing. Sound can
be deceiving. Over time, your hearing “comfort level” adapts to higher volumes of sound, so what sounds “normal”
can actually be loud and harmful to your hearing. Guard against this by setting your equipment at a safe level
BEFORE your hearing adapts.

ESTABLISH A SAFE LEVEL:

Set your volume control at a low setting.

Slowly increase the sound until you can hear it comfortably and clearly, without distortion.

Once you have established a comfortable sound level, set the dial and leave it there.

BE SURE TO OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:

Do not turn up the volume so high that you can’t hear what’s around you.

Use caution or temporarily discontinue use in potentially hazardous situations.

Do not use headphones while operating a motorized vehicle; the use of headphones may create a traffic

hazard and is illegal in many areas.

Information to User
Alterations or modifications carried out without appropriate authorization may invalidate the user’s right to operate
the equipment.

IMPORTANT NOTICE



THE MODEL NUMBER AND SERIAL NUMBER OF THIS EQUIPMENT ARE ON THE REAR OR BOTTOM.
RECORD THESE NUMBERS ON PAGE 19 FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.

POWER-CORD CAUTION
Handle the power cord by the plug. Do not pull out the plug by tugging the cord and never touch the power cord
when your hands are wet as this could cause a short circuit or electric shock. Do not place the unit, a piece of
furniture, etc., on the power cord, or pinch the cord. Never make a knot in the cord or tie it with other cords. The
power cords should be routed such that they are not likely to be stepped on. A damaged power cord can cause a
fire or give you an electrical shock. Check the power cord once in a while. When you find it damaged, ask your
nearest service center or your dealer for a replacement.
S002*_A1_En

[Supplied power cord]
The supplied power cord is designed specifically for 120 V. Do not use it with a voltage other than 120 V. Doing so
may cause a fire or electric shock.
D3-7-14_PDJ_A1_En

CAUTION This product is evaluated in moderate climate condition.
D3-8-2-1-7b_A1_En

VENTILATION CAUTION
When installing this unit, make sure to leave space around the unit for ventilation to improve heat radiation (at
least 5 cm at rear, and 5 cm at each side).
D3-4-2-1-7d*_A1_En

NOTE:
This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital device, pursuant to Part
15 of the FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful interference in a
residential installation. This equipment generates, uses, and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not
installed and used in accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful interference to radio communications.
However, there is no guarantee that interference will not occur in a particular installation. If this equipment does
cause harmful interference to radio or television reception, which can be determined by turning the equipment off
and on, the user is encouraged to try to correct the interference by one or more of the following measures:
— Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
— Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
— Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit different from that to which the receiver is connected.
— Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help.
D8-10-1-2_A1_En

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY
This device complies with part 15 of the FCC Rules. Operation is subject to the following two conditions: (1) This
device may not cause harmful interference, and (2) this device must accept any interference received, including
interference that may cause undesired operation.
Product Name: Multitrack Sequencer
Model Number: SQUID
Responsible Party Name: PIONEER ELECTRONICS (USA) INC. SERVICE SUPPORT DIVISION
Address: 2050 W, 190th Street, Suite 100, Torrance, CA 90504, U.S.A.
Phone: 1-310-952-2915
URL: pioneerelectronics.com
D8-10-4*_C1_En

How to read this manual
Thank you for buying this Pioneer DJ product. Be sure to read this manual and the Operating Instructions
available on the Pioneer DJ site. Both documents include important information that you should understand before
using this product. In particular, be sure to read “IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS.” Furthermore, be sure to
keep this manual together with “Warranty” on page 19.

https://www.pioneerelectronics.com/PUSA/


In this manual, the names of buttons, controls and terminals indicated on the product, and program options

appearing on the unit display, etc., are indicated within square brackets ([ ]). (e.g. [GLOBAL] button, [CLOCK

OUT] terminal, [Save As])

Please note that the screens and specifications of the software described in this manual as well as the external

appearance and specifications of the hardware are currently under development and may differ from the final

specifications.

Please note that depending on the operating system version, web browser settings, etc., operation may differ

from the procedures described in this manual. This manual provides brief descriptions regarding the names of

the parts of the unit, the connections between the unit and peripherals, and basic operations. For more detailed

instructions on using the unit, see the Operating Instructions for this unit.

To learn how to obtain the Operating Instructions for this unit, see “Viewing the Operating Instructions” on page

5.
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Before starting

Features

The SQUID is a standalone multitrack sequencer that can connect various music production equipment and
produce phrases successively. Phrases can be sequenced quickly using the step parameter controls which work
independently for each parameter and the sequence functions such as HARMONIZER and INTERPOLATION.
Get new inspirations and phrases constantly by adding different arrangements to the sequence and
experimenting with the user interface using numerous arrangement functions such as RUNNING DIRECTION,
GROOVE BEND and SPEED MODULATION. This inspiring and expressive musical tool is compatible with many
types of music production systems. It features terminals for USB and MIDI as well as CV/GATE OUT and DIN



SYNC–which can control not only modular synthesizers but also vintage electronic musical instruments.

What’s in the box

AC adaptor

Power cord

Operating Instructions (Quick Start Guide) (this document)

Viewing the Operating Instructions

Instructions may also be provided in PDF files. Adobe® Reader® must be installed in order to view PDF-format
files.

1. Launch a web browser on your PC/Mac and access the Pioneer DJ site below. pioneerdj.com ! To select your

language, click the flag or global icon in the top right corner of the screen.

2. Point the cursor to [Support] and click it.

3. Click [Tutorials, manuals & documentation].

4. Click [SQUID] in the [MUSIC PRODUCTION] category.

5. Click on the desired language from the list. Download the manual if needed.

Auto power off function

This unit has an auto power off function, which is enabled as the default setting. The power turns off automatically
when there is no signal input, output or operation for approximately 4 hours. To turn on the power once the unit
has turned off automatically, press the [ ] button on the rear panel to release it to the off position (■), and then
press in the [ ] button again (–). To disable the auto power off function, press the [GLOBAL] button to display the
GLOBAL menu. Then, turn the rotary selector to switch the [Auto Power Off] setting to [Disable].

Notes

Unsaved data will be lost if the unit is powered off automatically. Be sure to save important data such as edited

project data.

The auto power off function may not turn off the unit in certain modes of operation. Therefore, always be sure

to turn off the power manually after use.

Part names

For further details on each button and control, refer to “Part names and functions” section in the Operating
Instructions.

Control panel

https://www.pioneerdj.com/en-us/


Global section

1. SHIFT button

2. ● (record) button

3. ■(stop) button

4. ▶(play) button

5. TAP button

6. GLOBAL button

7. BACK button

8. Rotary selector

9. Display

10. TIME WARP button

Phrase arrangement section

11. 



HAPE control

12. MOD LENGTH control

13. DEPTH control

14. SCALE control

15. ARP button

16. SWING control

17. REV button

18. →(right) button

19. ↓(down) button

20. (zigzag) button

21. SWITCH BACK button

22. (clockwise) button

23. (counterclockwise) button

24. (skip back) button

25. GROOVE BEND slider

26. AUTOMATION ON indicator

27. 1/2X (half) button

28. GATE HOLD button

29. 2X (double) button

30. RHYTHM buttons 1/4, 1/8, 1/16, 1/32, TRIPLET, DOTTED

31. TRIG PROB button

Step edit section



32. TRACK button

33. TRK MUTE button

34. PATTERN button

35. SCALE button

36. TRANSPOSE button

37. TRIGGER button

38. TIE button

39. ACTIVE button

40. COPY button

41. PASTE button

42. ◀ button

43. ▶ button

44. 16 pads

45. HARMONIZER buttons

46. PITCH button

47. PITCH/CC1 control

48. GATE button

49. GATE/CC2 control

50. VELOCITY button

51. VELOCITY/CC3 control

52. COUNT/CC4 control

53. FIXED LENGTH button



54. DIVIDE/CC5 control

Rear Panel

1. Cable hook

2. DC IN terminal

3. button

Turns the power of this unit On/Off.

This switch is between off and on for this unit.

4. USB-B terminal

5. MIDI THRU/OUT2 terminal

6. MIDI OUT1 terminal

7. MIDI IN terminal

8. CV OUT1 terminal

9. GATE OUT1 terminal

10. CV OUT2 terminal

11. GATE OUT2 terminal

12. CLOCK OUT terminal

13. CLOCK IN terminal

14. DIN SYNC OUT1 terminal

15. DIN SYNC IN/OUT2 terminal

16. Kensington lock slot

Connections

Be sure to turn off the power, disconnect the USB cable from this unit, and unplug the power cord from the

power outlet whenever making or changing connections.

Connect the power cord and a USB cable once all the connections between devices have been completed.

Be sure to use the included power cord and AC adaptor.

Refer to the operating instructions for components to be connected.

Use a USB cable which complies with USB 2.0.

The unit is powered by either the AC adapter or USB-bus power.

The unit can be operated by just connecting the unit and your PC/Mac via a USB cable without connecting the

AC adaptor.

If the AC adapter is connected at the same time, the USB-bus power can be used as a backup power source. If



the AC adapter is disconnected

while using the unit, the unit automatically switches the power drive to the USB-bus power.

Special notes when using USB-bus power

There are some restrictions in functions such as dimming on buttons, LEDs for pads, and display.

Connect the unit directly to a USB 2.0/3.0 port on your PC/Mac using a USB cable.

We recommend using a USB certified USB cable that is 2 meters (6.56 feet) or shorter.

Connecting inputs and outputs

How to use the cable hook
Hook the connection cable of the AC power adaptor to avoid accidentally disconnecting it from the unit.

1 Fit the connection cable of the AC adaptor into the cable hook.
Secure the cable into place.



2 Connect the plug of the connection cable to the [DC IN] terminal. If the cable on the left side of the cable hook is
too long, tighten it moderately.
Plug in. Pull gently to tighten.

Operation

Playing demo patterns

The SQUID has a pre-installed project including multiple demo patterns which load automatically when the unit is
turned on for the first time after purchase.

1. Press the [u] button on the rear panel to turn on the unit.

The buttons and the 16 pads light up and the main screen appears in the display.

2. Turn on the external devices connected to the unit.

3. Press the [TRACK] button.

The [TRACK] button lights up and the output destination for the current track is displayed and highlighted.

4. Turn the rotary selector to choose the output terminal for the connected external device.

One of the following can be selected: [MIDI1 Ch.1-16], [MIDI2 Ch.1-16], [USB Ch.1-16], [CV/GATE1],

[CV/GATE2], [None].



5 Press the [▶] (play) button.
The [▶] (play) button lights up green and the unit plays the demo patterns.
The external device selected for the output destination also plays depending on the demo pattern being played.
The beat and MIDI indicators appear in the display and show the current operation.

To pause the pattern being played Press the [▶] (play) button. The [▶] (play) button flashes.

To stop the pattern being played Press the [■] (stop) button. The light of the [▶] (play) button turns off.

Creating a new project

First, create a new project in order to create a pattern from scratch.

1. Press the [GLOBAL] button.

The [GLOBAL] button lights up and the display shows the GLOBAL menu.

2. Turn the rotary selector to select [Create New] and press it.

A new project is created.

If a current project is modified and a new project is created without saving the current project, then any

changes will be lost.

Recording notes in a pattern

There are two basic ways to record notes in a pattern.

Step recording method You can record note information (muting status and parameters such as Pitch, Gate,



and Velocity) for each step regardless if the pattern is being played or stopped.

Real-time recording method When using the pads to perform while a pattern is being played in recording mode,

this method will record the note information of your performance.

Step recording

1. Press the [TRIGGER] button.

The [TRIGGER] button lights up and the 16 pads light dim orange.

2. Press the desired pad for the step to unmute the notes.

The pad for the step lights up bright orange when the notes are unmuted.

• To mute the notes, press the same pad.

3. Press and hold the desired pad for the step to edit the saved parameters, and turn the rotary selector.

The display shows a note in sequence to select such as [Note1], [Note2], and [Note3].

4. Turn the [PITCH/CC1], [GATE/CC2], and/or [VELOCITY/CC3] controls while pressing down the pad. You can

change the parameters for the note selected in step 3. The display shows the value of each parameter.

Turn the [PITCH/CC1] control to change the Pitch value.

Turn the [GATE/CC2] control to change the Gate value.

Turn the [VELOCITY/CC3] control to change the Velocity value.

Real-time recording

1. Press the [SCALE] button.

The [SCALE] button lights up and the 16 pads light up or dim red.

2. Press the [●] (record) button.

The [●] (record) button lights up red and the unit enters recording mode.

3. Press the [▶] (play) button.

The [▶] (play) button lights up green and a pattern is played in recording mode.

4. Play the 16 pads.

The notes will be recorded in the pattern when the pads are tapped.

5. Press the [●] (record) button again.

The light of the [●] (record) button turns off and the unit exits recording mode.

• You can change the parameters of the recorded notes in the same

way as in the step recording.



Using INTERPOLATION

By setting each parameter for the beginning step, the middle step(s), and the end step, the unit automatically
interpolates (supplements) parameters for the steps in-between them. You can use this function for the Pitch,
Gate, Velocity, and CC1 to CC3 parameters.

1. Press [PITCH], [GATE], or [VELOCITY] button.

The pressed button lights up.

2. Press and hold the pad to save the beginning, middle, or end step, and turn the control to the right of the button

pressed in step 1.

The display shows the value of the parameter. The pads where the beginning, middle, and end steps were

saved light up white.

In addition to the beginning step and the end step, up to 3 middle steps can also be inserted.

To delete the beginning step, the middle step(s), or the end step, press the pad where the step is saved. The

light of the pad dims.

3 Press the same button pressed in step 1. The unit exits Interpolation mode.

Using TIME WARP

The Time Warp function can be used to automatically loop record the output from the unit so that you can call
patterns previously played.

1 Press the [TIME WARP] button.
The [TIME WARP] button changes from a dim white light to a bright white light. The display shows the length of
the pattern to be previewed.
• If the [TIME WARP] button is pressed during pattern playback,
the unit plays back to the fourth beat indicator (the [TIME WARP] button flashes), and then enters Time Warp
mode (the [TIME WARP] button lights up).
• The pattern cannot be changed while in Time Warp mode.

2 Turn the rotary selector.
The pattern can be previewed in different lengths: [1 Bar], [2 Bars], [3 Bars], [4 Bars].

3 Press the desired pad to begin previewing.
The unit plays the loop with the length specified in step 2 from the pad that was pressed.
The pads that light up brightly are in the preview range. The pads with a dim light can be selected to start the
preview. The preview cannot be started at pads that do not light up.



The preview restarts each time a pad is pressed.

To stop a preview, press the [■] (stop) button.

The length of one pad is 1 Bar.

4 Press the [PATTERN] button.
The unit enters Save mode and the [PATTERN] button lights up green. The pad of the current pattern lights up
brightly. The pads with saved patterns have a dim light. The pads do not light up when there are no saved
patterns.
5 Press the desired pad to save a pattern being previewed.
The pattern is saved and the pressed pad lights up. ! A pattern cannot be saved to the pad with the current
pattern.
6 Press the [PATTERN] button again to exit Save mode.
The [PATTERN] button dims green.
7 Press the [TIME WARP] button again to exit Time Warp mode.
The [TIME WARP] button changes from a bright white light to a dim white light.

Saving a project

1. Press the [GLOBAL] button.

The [GLOBAL] button lights up and the display shows the GLOBAL menu.

2. Turn the rotary selector to select [Save As], and press the rotary selector.

• Select [Save] to overwrite the project.

3. Press the [◀]/[▶] button to move the cursor and change the character by turning the rotary selector.

Name the project by repeating this step.

Alphanumeric characters, symbols, or a blank space can be inserted.

To delete a character in front of the cursor, press and hold the [ SHIFT] button and press the [ BACK] button.

To insert a blank in front of the cursor, press and hold the [ SHIFT] button and press the rotary selector.

When an existing project is opened, the name of the project appears in the display.

4 Press the rotary selector.
The Project is saved.

Additional information

Troubleshooting



If there seems to be a problem with this unit, check the items in the “Troubleshooting” section in the Operating

Instructions of this unit, or access the Pioneer DJ site and check [FAQ] for the [SQUID]. pioneerdj.com/support/

Also, check the connected devices. If the problem cannot be resolved, ask your nearest Pioneer authorized

service center or your dealer to carry out repair work.

This unit may not operate properly due to static electricity or other external influences. In such cases, normal

operation may be restored by unplugging the power cord and the USB cable then plugging the power cord back

in.

Changing the settings

For details on how to change the settings of this unit, see “Changing the settings” in the Operating Instructions.

Precautions regarding our repair services

When we repair your unit, we may need to reset the unit to factory default depending on the unit conditions.

Since we do not back up your settings prior to repair, we recommend that you back up your original data using

DAW software and MIDI utility software, etc.

About trademarks and registered trademarks

Pioneer DJ is a trademark of PIONEER CORPORATION, and is used under license.

The names of companies and products mentioned herein are the trademarks of their respective owners.

Specifications

AC adapter
Power ….. AC 100 V to 240 V, 50 Hz/60 Hz
Rated current ….0.4 A
Rated output … DC 5 V, 2 A

General – Main Unit
Power consumption
DC IN …. DC 5 V, 1 200 mA
Main unit weight …. 1.9 kg (4.2 lbs.)
Max. dimensions ….374.8 mm (width) × 72.1 mm (height) × 223.9 mm (depth)
(14.8 in. (width) × 2.8 in. (height) × 8.8 in. (depth))
Tolerable operating temperature…….+5 °C to +35 °C (+41 °F to +95 °F)
Tolerable operating humidity…….5 % to 85 % (no condensation)

Input/output terminals
DIN SYNC IN/OUT2 input/output terminal 5-pin DIN…….. 1 set
DIN SYNC OUT1 output terminal
5-pin DIN…….. 1 set
CLOCK IN input terminal
1/8 stereo mini jack … 1 set
CLOCK OUT output terminal
1/8 stereo mini jack … 1 set
GATE OUT output terminal
1/8 mono mini jack ….. 2 sets
CV OUT output terminal
1/8 mono mini jack ….. 2 sets



MIDI IN input terminal
5-pin DIN…….. 1 set
MIDI OUT1 output terminal
5-pin DIN…….. 1 set
MIDI THRU/OUT2 output terminal
5-pin DIN…….. 1 set
USB terminal
B type……. 1 set

The specifications and design of this product are subject to change without notice.

© 2019 Pioneer DJ Corporation. All rights reserved.

______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________
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