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Fatality Alert: Preliminary information
Post this alert in containers & discuss at safety/tailgate meetings.
Date: February 2024

WorkSafe issued notification of a fatality in the Wairoa area on 8 February 2024. This involved a manual tree-faller.
The tree-faller was an experienced worker who was returning to forestry after an absence. He was a recent recruit
and had just joined the crew. The WorkSafe investigation is in place.

Our thoughts go out to the family and others involved in this tragic event. This incident is still under investigation
and details are still to be determined, so contributing factors to the incident are not available.

Consider these points for safe manual tree-felling.

The Tree Felling Best Practice Guide: This promotes the importance of on-going competency checks for all
workers through audits, safe behavioural observations or Certification. These demonstrate that workers in high-
risk jobs are maintaining the standards required to achieve their original qualifications. All of these checks must be
documented.
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The Approved Code of Practice for Safety & Health in Forest Operations: This requires a competent person
to supervise workers who are new to the operation or task. Regardless of their training status, new workers should
not be allowed to work unsupervised until they’ve demonstrated that they’re unlikely to harm themselves or others.
Records of supervision and training must be kept, as well as evidence that a competency check has been done.

Follow the 5-Step Felling Procedure

Assess for hazards

1. Site: Predominant lean, wind strength, infrastructure, other operations
2. Tree: defects, heavy lean, overhead hazards, restrictions.
Ready to cut?
3. Prepare: Clear around tee, identify and clear escape route
4. Cut right: Use the correct cuts in the correct order

5. Retreat: Finish on the safe side, use escape route, watch out for hazards.
Supporting resources

« See the Tree felling BPG: https:/www.safetree.nz/resources/tree-felling-bpg

« See the ACoP: https://www.safetree.nz/resources/a
forestry-operations

roved-code-of-practice-for-safetyand-health-in-

www.safetree.nz

Documents / Resources

safetytree Tree Felling Best Practice [pdf] Instructions
Tree Felling Best Practice, Felling Best Practice, Best Practice

References

« A Safetree

« User Manual

Manuals+, Privacy Policy

This website is an independent publication and is neither affiliated with nor endorsed by any of the trademark owners. The "Bluetooth®" word mark and logos are registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth
SIG, Inc. The "Wi-Fi®" word mark and logos are registered trademarks owned by the Wi-Fi Alliance. Any use of these marks on this website does not imply any affiliation with or endorsement.


https://www.safetree.nz/resources/tree-felling-bpg
https://www.safetree.nz/resources/approved-code-of-practice-for-safetyand-health-in-forestry-operations
http://www.safetree.nz/
https://manuals.plus/m/0546d198fae9232eaea60904404309809d1b2163a38bd352df978f75a02c35a6
https://manuals.plus/m/0546d198fae9232eaea60904404309809d1b2163a38bd352df978f75a02c35a6_optim.pdf
http://www.safetree.nz
https://manual.tools/?p=13175153#MTA0LjI4LjIzNC4xNzg7Ozs7
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/privacy-policy

	safetytree Tree Felling Best Practice Instructions
	safetytree Tree Felling Best Practice Instructions
	Documents / Resources
	References



