
COVE MOULDINGS INSTALLATION 

Installing aluminum cover mouldings (like those used for trim, edging, or covering 
transitions) requires careful preparation and execution. Below is a step-by-step guide 
based on general practices for installing aluminum mouldings, such as those used for 
baseboards, window trims, or wall panel edging. The process may vary slightly depending 
on the specific type of moulding and application (e.g., interior, exterior, or automotive). 
Since you didn’t specify the exact type or location, I’ll provide a general guide for 
interior/exterior architectural mouldings. If you have a specific type or application in mind 
(e.g., automotive trim or a particular brand), let me know, and I can tailor the instructions 
further. 

 

--- 

 

### Tools and Materials Needed 

- **Aluminum cover mouldings** (pre-cut or cut to size) 

- **Measuring tape** 

- **Pencil or marker** 

- **Miter saw with a fine-tooth metal-cutting blade** (or hacksaw for smaller jobs) 

- **Level** 

- **Drill with appropriate bits** (for masonry or wood, depending on the surface) 

- **Screws or anchors** (suitable for the mounting surface, e.g., drywall, wood, or 
masonry) 

- **Construction adhesive** (e.g., Liquid Nails or silicone-based adhesive for metal) 

- **Cleaning supplies** (isopropyl alcohol, cloth for surface prep) 

- **Safety gear** (gloves, safety glasses) 

- **Optional**: Caulk (for sealing gaps), painter’s tape, or a stud finder 

 

--- 

 



### Step-by-Step Installation Guide 

 

1. **Plan and Measure** 

   - Measure the area where the mouldings will be installed (e.g., along walls, windows, or 
transitions). Use a measuring tape to determine the length of each piece needed. 

   - Mark measurements on the mouldings with a pencil or marker. 

   - Plan for corners (inside or outside) and joints, which may require miter cuts for a 
seamless look. 

 

2. **Cut the Mouldings** 

   - Use a miter saw with a fine-tooth metal-cutting blade to cut the aluminum mouldings to 
the required lengths. For 45-degree angles at corners, adjust the miter saw accordingly. 

   - If using a hacksaw, secure the moulding in a vise or clamp to ensure clean, straight cuts. 

   - Sand or file any rough edges with fine-grit sandpaper or a metal file for a smooth finish. 

 

3. **Prepare the Surface** 

   - Clean the installation surface (wall, floor, or frame) with isopropyl alcohol and a cloth to 
remove dust, grease, or debris. This ensures better adhesion if using adhesive. 

   - If mounting to drywall or wood, use a stud finder to locate studs for secure screw 
placement. 

   - For masonry surfaces, ensure you have masonry anchors and a compatible drill bit. 

 

4. **Dry-Fit the Mouldings** 

   - Place the cut mouldings in position without adhesive or screws to check fit and 
alignment. Use a level to ensure they are straight. 

   - Adjust cuts if necessary for a tight fit, especially at corners or joints. 

 

5. **Apply Adhesive (Optional)** 



   - For a stronger bond, apply a thin bead of construction adhesive to the back of the 
moulding. Use a high-quality adhesive suitable for metal and the mounting surface. 

   - If the moulding has a snap-on or clip system (common in some aluminum trims), follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions for securing it to a base track instead of using adhesive. 

 

6. **Secure the Mouldings** 

   - **For screw installation**: 

     - Mark screw hole locations on the moulding (typically pre-drilled in some mouldings; if 
not, drill pilot holes with a metal drill bit). 

     - Hold the moulding in place and drill pilot holes into the mounting surface (use a stud or 
anchor for stability). 

     - Fasten with screws, ensuring they are flush with the moulding surface. Use corrosion-
resistant screws for exterior applications. 

   - **For adhesive-only installation**: 

     - Press the moulding firmly against the surface and hold for a few seconds. Use painter’s 
tape to secure it in place while the adhesive cures (check adhesive instructions for curing 
time, typically 24–48 hours). 

   - For snap-on systems, align the moulding with the base track and press firmly until it 
clicks into place. 

 

7. **Finish Corners and Joints** 

   - For mitered corners, ensure the angles align tightly. If gaps appear, apply a small amount 
of metal-compatible caulk to fill them. 

   - For straight joints, butt the pieces together tightly or use a connector piece if provided by 
the manufacturer. 

 

8. **Clean and Inspect** 

   - Wipe down the mouldings with a damp cloth to remove any adhesive residue or 
fingerprints. 



   - Check for loose sections or gaps. Tighten screws or reapply adhesive as needed. 

 

9. **Optional: Seal for Exterior Use** 

   - If installing mouldings outdoors, apply a weatherproof sealant or caulk around edges to 
prevent water infiltration. Ensure the sealant is compatible with aluminum to avoid 
corrosion. 

 

--- 

 

### Tips for Success 

- **Safety First**: Wear gloves and safety glasses when cutting aluminum to avoid sharp 
edges and metal shavings. 

- **Precision Cutting**: Double-check measurements before cutting, as aluminum is 
harder to adjust than wood or plastic. 

- **Surface Compatibility**: Ensure screws, anchors, or adhesive are suitable for the 
surface (e.g., drywall, concrete, or wood). 

- **Manufacturer Instructions**: Some aluminium mouldings (e.g., from brands like 
Schluter or Trim-Tex) have specific installation systems (clips, tracks, or adhesives). Check 
product guidelines if available. 

- **Weather Considerations**: For exterior mouldings, use corrosion-resistant materials 
and ensure proper drainage to avoid water pooling. 

 

--- 

 

### Notes 

- If you’re working with a specific type of aluminum moulding (e.g., for flooring transitions, 
automotive trim, or window frames), please provide more details, and I can refine the 
instructions. 



- If you need help finding product-specific instructions, I can search for relevant guides or 
manuals based on the brand or model (let me know the details). 

- For visual learners, I can recommend checking YouTube tutorials for “installing aluminum 
trim” or similar keywords, or I can search for specific videos if you’d like. 

 

If you have a specific application, location, or issue in mind, let me know, and I’ll adjust the 
guidance accordingly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outwater Industries is not liable for improper installation 

 

 


