
Mashable
We're using cookies to improve your experience. Click Here to find out more.

Mashable
Mashable Australia Mashable UK
Sign in
Like Follow @mashable Follow 5.8M

YouTube 165K

see more  >
Search

Search

Must Reads
Social Media
Tech
Business
Entertainment
World
Watercooler
More

Channels
Must Reads
Social Media
Tech
Business
Entertainment
World
Watercooler
Company
About Us
Licensing & Reprints
Archive
Mashable Careers
Contact
Contact Us
Submit News
Advertise
Advertise
Legal
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use
Cookie Policy
Apps
iPhone / iPad
Android
Resources
Subscriptions
Sites
Jobs
Events
Social Good Summit
Media Summit

 
27
Share on Facebook Share Tweet on Twitter Share Share

CES 2015

http://ad.doubleclick.net/activity;src=3971545;met=1;v=1;pid=112772118;aid=287275224;ko=0;cid=60888302;rid=60768302;rv=1;cs=n;eid1=2141545;ecn1=1;etm1=0;_dc_redir=url?http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsurvbXkaP_Bl7U-q4EMlUge_39DQUml-IZWilc99adDsG9h2ptbK7LuxsZN_q_VjOVcs00h8_S3Zs9Wq8ykpOr5a0hP48w6k_h4uUW2FOOPZTrHqiCz2gGi47H8NmKM-9xt3A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKoxsKRo0kEFEAE&adurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DBf4427Gy1VL7sJ4qFpgOdjoCwC8LK8osGAAAAEAEgADgAWNrgzP3hAWDJvpSI8KPsEoIBF2NhLXB1Yi05NTEzMDE0MjE5NjIxNjg1sgEMbWFzaGFibGUuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEJ2gEkaHR0cDovL21hc2hhYmxlLmNvbS90cmlwbGVjbGljay5odG1swAIC4AIA6gIaNjY5Mi9tYXNoLnRvL2F0Zl9qX3MvL3RlY2j4AoTSHoADAZAD6AKYA6QDqAMB4AQBoAYW%26num%3D0%26sig%3DAOD64_2KtRxAO6XKnbR3EiiZHQ7JOQa6Bg%26client%3Dca-pub-9513014219621685%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.ford.com/technology/sync/?gnav=footer-aboutford
http://mashable.com/cookie-policy/
http://mashable.com/
http://mashable.com/2015/01/13/apple-homekit-products/?geo=AU
http://mashable.com/2015/01/13/apple-homekit-products/?geo=GB
http://mashable.com/login/
https://twitter.com/mashable
http://mashable.com/2011/11/18/follow-mashable/
http://mashable.com/search/
http://mashable.com/category/must-reads
http://mashable.com/social-media/
http://mashable.com/tech/
http://mashable.com/business/
http://mashable.com/entertainment/
http://mashable.com/world/
http://mashable.com/watercooler/
http://mashable.com/2015/01/13/apple-homekit-products/#
http://mashable.com/category/must-reads
http://mashable.com/social-media/
http://mashable.com/tech/
http://mashable.com/business/
http://mashable.com/entertainment/
http://mashable.com/world/
http://mashable.com/watercooler/
http://mashable.com/about/
http://www.wrightsmedia.com/sites/mashable/
http://mashable.com/2014/
http://mashable.theresumator.com/
http://mashable.com/contact-us/
http://mashable.com/submit/
http://mashable.com/advertise/
http://mashable.com/privacy/
http://mashable.com/terms/
http://mashable.com/cookie-policy/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/mashable/id910775754?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mashable.android.phoenix
http://mashable.com/2011/11/18/follow-mashable/
http://findjobs.mashable.com/
http://events.mashable.com/
http://mashable.com/sgs/
http://mashable.com/media-summit/
http://mashable.com/
whatsapp://send?text=How%20the%20first%20Apple%20HomeKit%20products%20will%20work%20http%3A%2F%2Fmashable.com%2F2015%2F01%2F13%2Fapple-homekit-products%2F%23%3AeyJzIjoid2hhdHNhcHAiLCJpIjoiXzlpcm93Y3QyZTIyN3czY2oifQ


How the first Apple HomeKit products will work

BY SAMANTHA MURPHY KELLY
18 MINUTES AGO

The first collection of Apple HomeKit-compatible products were quietly
announced last week at the 2015 International CES in Las Vegas, and we saw
everything from smart plugs and sensors to garage door openers and locks.

There's nothing too sexy about those types of appliances, but we were able to
learn more about how Apple HomeKit and its vision for the smart home will
work.

SEE ALSO: This is your future smart home — and no, it doesn't look like
'The Jetsons'

Although there been some reports indicating Apple TV is shaping up to be the
hub of the home, similar to how Google is positioning the Nest smart thermostat
to be the control center, this isn't entirely the case.

All of the HomeKit products work with Apple TV when it comes to using Siri
remotely (like asking your phone to dim the lights while you're at the office), but
you don't need an Apple TV to use Siri to control devices at home on the Wi-Fi
network there. And you don't need an Apple TV if you want to control those
devices remotely via an app — only if you want to use voice command.

Another main takeaway we can learn from the launch of the new products is that

HomeKit is just a framework that makes sure everything works together, without
(as of now) a master hub or a control center app, à la Apple Health. HomeKit
streamlines the communication between the iPhone and a home device.

Let's take a closer look by narrowing in on one of the new products. Grid
Connect's ConnectSense Smart Outlet ($79) turns existing products in the house
like lamps, older game consoles and dishwashers into smart appliances, so you
don’t have to replace whatever your devices if you want to control them over the
Internet.
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By plugging these things into the outlet, users can control them via an iPhone or
use Siri to do so. For example, you can program the app to understand
“Goodnight, home," which would automatically dim the lights, turn off the
PlayStation and lower the temperature in rooms you're not using.

Adam Justice, VP of Grid Connect, said the company decided to work with
HomeKit first before launching on other smart platforms for several reasons.

"First what's really appealing is there's an easy set up for consumers — they can
get started on an iPhone or iPad in just a few steps," Justice said. "There is also a
Apple wireless accessory configuration so people don't have to grab a sticky note
with the Wi-Fi password on it and there's also voice control."

Justice added that Apple's security measures was one of the top selling points to
build its new product for HomeKit: "It has end-to-end encryption, so you don't
have to worry about someone hacking into the system."

Unlike Apple's HealthKit platform, there isn't and aren't plans to have an app act
as the control center on iOS devices, according to sources close to the matter. In
ConnectSense's case, users will have that app to work with the lights and other
things around the house.

"When you buy a HomeKit product, you're purchasing the product and the
interoperability between products rather than having to buy just one brand,"
Justice said. "You can get a garage door opener from one company and a smart
lock from another. Everything works together."

Other HomeKit-compatible products that made a debut at CES include
Chamberlain's MyQ Smart Garage, Elgato's smart sensors, Insteon's Insteon Hub,
iHome's iSP5 SmartPlug, iDevices' Connected Plug and Schlage's Sense smart
lock. All of these devices work with an iPhone and run on the Apple technology
working in the background.

These devices all indeed work with Apple TV and Siri too, but only in a limited
way for now. As mentioned, a user only needs an Apple TV for remote voice
control via Siri (non-voice control directly through the product's app still works).
But when at home on the same Wi-Fi network as the device, you don't need the
Apple TV to use voice commands — HomeKit can identify your iCloud
credentials to know a Siri request is coming in.

None of the HomeKit-compatible products unveiled at CES are for sale right
now, so Apple's smart home platform technically still hasn't launched. We don't
know which item will be the first — most anticipate a spring arrival — but all say
"soon."

So we're likely just a few months away before we can see what Apple HomeKit
and its new smart home partners can really do — and if it will impact our lives as
much as many suspect.

Have something to add to this story? Share it in the comments.
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Obama: Military Twitter hack shows importance of cybersecurity

Colin Daileda

President Barack Obama said during a Tuesday meeting with congressional leaders that the hack of the U.S. military's Central Command Twitter account shows why lawmakers
need to do more to shield Americans from cyberattacks. "With the Sony attack that...
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Watercooler

Scholastic releases official 'Harry Potter' characters from first illustrated book

Neha Prakash

Sadly, not the effects of Polyjuice Potion.
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World

Footage: Smoke empties DC subway station

Chris Grasinger

The transit network in the nation's capital remained hobbled Tuesday morning after an electrical malfunction that filled a busy subway station with smoke, killing one woman
and sending dozens of people to hospitals. NTSB investigator Michael Flanigon...
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The intensifying storm streak in the UK just won't stop

Andrew Freedman

Another major storm is slated to affect the UK and Ireland this week, bringing high winds, heavy rain and snow and dangerously high seas.
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Glued to our screens: A look back at display technology and how far it's come
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Watercooler

Bulldog puppy fearlessly battles his greatest enemy of all — a water bottle

Andrea Romano

A battle for the ages.
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Entertainment

Fred Armisen retaliates after Bill Hader's impression of him

Neha Prakash

What's a bromance without some friendly competition?
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I breastfeed in public, so Pope Francis' support means a lot

Rebecca Ruiz

Pope Francis has become a rational, supportive voice in the debate over public breastfeeding.
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Paris Attack

Charlie Hebdo editor: 'There is a future ... There will be a paper'

Megan Specia

Charlie Hebdo will print 3 million copies of its next issue, which hits stands Wednesday. It will also be translated into several languages, including Arabic.
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Business

How I turned a job rejection into another offer

The Daily Muse

Having managed a fellowship program, I know what it’s like to meet an applicant and think she’s awesome — but not quite as qualified as someone else. Often, I would go out
of my way to help these candidates — pointing them toward other resources or, ...
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