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Meet the Fan Designer

Toby Brett (LEGO® Ideas name
TOBY1KENOBI20506) is from
London, England. His physics
studies at the University of
Manchester keep him busy, but
he always finds time to build:

Toby's original Luxo Jr. character model




“LEGO building has been a huge part of my
life for as long as | can remember. It's more
than a hobby for me, it's an outlet for creativity.
I love building official sets, but my passion

lies in designing MOCs (My Own Creations),
both digitally and with real bricks. I've even
displayed my creations at LEGO exhibitions,
which is always rewarding. One of my favourite
projects has been recreating the Luxo Jr.
character. This iconic Pixar mascot symbolises
my love for their films. It took weeks of
research, studying images to make the model

as accurate as possible. The biggest challenge
was ensuring the model could stand on its
own, especially after | started designing the
model digitally. The ball was tricky to recreate
smoothly at this scale, but after multiple
prototypes, | was happy with the result. When
the project reached the 10,000 votes, it was
an incredible feeling, and | want to thank
everyone who supported it! LEGO Ideas is a
fantastic platform where anyone can become
a designer with the right idea. | definitely have
plans for more. The possibilities are endless!”




Art has frequently challenged
technology, just as technology
has often inspired and facilitated
art. Not least on the big screen.
With the rise of 3D graphics and
computer science throughout

the 1980s and 1990s, visionary
animation and special effects
artists embraced the opportunity
to imbue characters, landscapes
and textures with groundbreaking,
realistic details. One profound
milestone moment in this
evolution came in the shape of a
playful little desk lamp character
created at Pixar Animation Studios
for the 1986 short film Luxo Jr.

Evolving
animation
by leaps
and bounds




Small lamp - Big personality

First introduced by Pixar in the now legendary
1986 animated short film, the Luxo Jr. character
bounced his way into the hearts and imaginations
of audiences in the film industry and beyond.
Unlike any animated object seen before,
the Luxo Jr. character displayed charm
and emotion with his expressive
movements and mischievous

curiosity. Little did he or his

creators know that he would not

only spark, but also define, a new

era in cinematic storytelling and
computer-generated imagery.

He remains the endearing

symbol of the optimism,

determination and creative

innovation that characterises

the pioneering Pixar spirit.




Stories built
on curiosity

The Luxo Jr. character and
the short film showcased
how computer technology
could facilitate creative
storytelling to connect with
audiences on a deep level.
Decades and dozens of films
later, the Luxo Jr. character
still appears in the iconic
Pixar logo in the opening
credits of each new film.
Even the iconic ball features
in selected Pixar films

as a playful surprise and




reminder of the heart and soul
of the Pixar origin story. Both
the Luxo Jr. character and his
ball play important roles in
this LEGO® model, too. You
can pose and bounce the lamp
to mimic some of his moves
from the short film or show him
‘jumping’ on the ball. And if you
look inside the ball, you will
find small references to some
of the most beloved Pixar
characters and stories.
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This miniature duo is inspired by Woody
and Buzz Lightyear from Toy Story (1995).
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Recognise these micro characters? Mike Wazowski
and his friend revolutionised Monsters, Inc. in 2001.
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A hidden throwback to Alfredo Linguini and Remy
cooking up crazy ideas in Ratatouille (2007).
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These coloured bricks represent miniature tributes
to Russel and Carl Fredericksen from Up (2009)
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A special nod to an extraordinary family
of heroes, The Incredibles (2004).
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Recognise this truck inside the lampshade? The famous
Pizza Planet truck first appeared in Toy Story (1995) and
has since snuck into almost every subsequent Pixar film!
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