
HVAC Contactor Use & Care: 
 Safety Precautions: 

Always disconnect power to the system before beginning any work. Use appropriate safety 
gear and follow local electrical codes.  

 Component Identification: 

Familiarize yourself with the contactor's terminals (e.g., L1, L2, T1, T2), coil terminals (A1, 
A2), and any other relevant components.  

 Mounting: 

The contactor should be mounted securely on a flat, stable surface, ensuring proper 
ventilation and access for wiring.  

 Wiring: 

Refer to the wiring diagram provided in the manual or on the contactor itself. Connect the 
power supply wires to the appropriate terminals (L1, L2) and the load wires (to the 
compressor and fan motor) to the corresponding terminals (T1, T2).  

 Control Wiring: 

Connect the control wires from the thermostat or other control source to the contactor's 
coil terminals (A1, A2).  

 Testing: 

After installation, verify the wiring and ensure the contactor operates correctly by testing 
with a multimeter or voltage tester.  

Specific considerations for HVAC contactors: 

 Voltage and Current Rating: 

Ensure the contactor's voltage and current ratings match the system's requirements.  

 Single-Pole vs. Double-Pole: 

Choose the correct type of contactor (single-pole or double-pole) based on the system's 
needs, especially if a crankcase heater is present.  

 Three-Phase Systems: 

https://manuals.plus/m/078b950ed6bd3f1e3db9536513624a5be81bd73b71d56292f8d4965ee0d054eb


In three-phase applications, a three-pole contactor is typically used.  

 Troubleshooting: 

If the contactor doesn't operate correctly, refer to the troubleshooting section of the 
manual for common issues like buzzing, humming, or failure to pull in.  

 


