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Model: SF-1000F | Brand: SOBO

1. INTRODUCTION

The SOBO SF-1000F is a compact external canister filter designed to provide efficient multi-stage filtration for 2 to 3-foot
aquarium tanks. This system helps maintain cleaner and clearer aquarium water by positioning the filtration components
outside the tank, thereby preserving valuable space within the aquarium.

Unlike internal filters, the external design of the SF-1000F allows for quiet operation, multi-layer filtration, and effective
water purification. Its controllable flow rate offers flexibility in performance, and the sealed construction contributes to
leakage prevention for reliable daily use.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW AND COMPONENTS

The SOBO SF-1000F external canister filter is engineered for durability and effective water processing. Key features
include a robust external body, a sealed design for leak prevention, and a multi-layer internal layout for comprehensive
filtration staging. The unit is also designed for silent operation, making it suitable for various environments.
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Figure 1: Overview of the SOBO SF-1000F Canister Filter, highlighting its main external features such as the inlet/outlet connections, flow
control lever, locking clips, and stable base feet.



Figure 2: Detailed view of the filter's top section with 'IN' and 'OUT' ports, the internal lid mechanism, the filter media basket containing
cotton filter media, and the included piping and fittings.

3. SPECIFICATIONS

Product Type: External canister aquarium filter

Power: 10W

Flow Rate: 1000 L/H

Suitable Tank Size: 2–3 ft aquariums

Filter Dimensions (W x L x H): 19 cm x 20 cm x 42 cm (approximately 25.6L x 20.6W x 43H cm including external
parts)

Cable Length: 1.3 m

Plug Type: 2-pin plug

Filtration Type: Multi-layer external canister filtration

Flow Control: Adjustable / controllable flow rate



Media Compatibility: Can be used with bio rings, activated carbon, lava rock, and other compatible media

Material: Plastic

Color: Grey

4. IN THE BOX

The following items are included with your SOBO SF-1000F External Canister Filter:

1 x Canister Filter Unit

All necessary Piping and Fittings for installation

1 x Cotton Filter Pad (other filter media are excluded)

5. SETUP INSTRUCTIONS

The SF-1000F is designed for straightforward setup. Follow these steps for proper installation:

1. Unpack Components: Carefully remove all items from the packaging. Inspect for any damage.

2. Prepare Filter Media: Rinse the included cotton filter pad thoroughly under clean water. If using additional filter media
(e.g., bio rings, activated carbon), prepare them according to their specific instructions and place them into the filter
media baskets within the canister. Ensure media is arranged for optimal multi-layer filtration (e.g., mechanical,
biological, chemical).

3. Connect Hoses: Attach the inlet and outlet hoses to the corresponding ports on the filter head. Ensure all connections
are secure to prevent leaks.

4. Position Filter: Place the canister filter on a stable surface below the aquarium water level. This is crucial for proper
water flow and priming.

5. Install Inlet/Outlet Pipes: Securely install the inlet and outlet pipes inside the aquarium. The inlet pipe should be
positioned to draw water effectively, and the outlet pipe to return filtered water, creating good circulation.

6. Prime the Filter: Before plugging in, ensure the canister is filled with water. Many external filters have a priming button
or require manual filling of the canister. Follow the specific priming mechanism of your unit to remove air from the
system.

7. Check for Leaks: Once primed, carefully check all connections for any signs of leakage before plugging the unit into a
power source.

8. Power On: Plug the filter into a suitable electrical outlet. The filter should start operating, circulating water.

6. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once installed and powered on, the SOBO SF-1000F will begin filtering your aquarium water. Observe the water flow and
filter operation to ensure proper function.

Flow Control

The SF-1000F features an adjustable flow rate. Use the integrated flow control mechanism (typically a lever or dial on the
filter head) to increase or decrease the water flow according to your aquarium's specific needs and inhabitants. Adjusting
the flow can help optimize circulation and filtration efficiency for different tank setups.

7. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance is essential for the longevity and efficient operation of your SOBO SF-1000F filter. The external



canister design allows for convenient access for routine cleaning and media replacement.

Cleaning Frequency

Mechanical Media (e.g., Cotton Filter Pad): Inspect weekly and rinse or replace as needed, typically every 2-4
weeks, depending on tank bioload.

Biological Media (e.g., Bio Rings, Lava Rock): Rinse gently in old aquarium water every 1-3 months to preserve
beneficial bacteria. Do not use tap water directly.

Chemical Media (e.g., Activated Carbon): Replace every 2-4 weeks as its adsorptive capacity diminishes over time.

Canister and Hoses: Clean the inside of the canister and hoses every 3-6 months to prevent buildup and maintain
flow.

Cleaning Procedure

1. Disconnect Power: Always unplug the filter from the power outlet before performing any maintenance.

2. Disconnect Hoses: Close any shut-off valves on the hoses and disconnect them from the filter head.

3. Open Canister: Release the locking clips and carefully remove the filter head.

4. Clean/Replace Media: Remove filter media baskets. Rinse mechanical media thoroughly. Replace chemical media.
Gently rinse biological media using water from the aquarium to avoid killing beneficial bacteria.

5. Clean Canister and Head: Wipe down the inside of the canister and the filter head, including the impeller chamber, to
remove any sludge or debris.

6. Reassemble: Place media baskets back into the canister in the correct order. Secure the filter head, ensuring the
gasket is properly seated. Reconnect hoses and open shut-off valves.

7. Prime and Restart: Prime the filter as per setup instructions (Section 5) and plug it back in. Monitor for proper
operation and leaks.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your SOBO SF-1000F filter, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Reduced Water Flow:

Check if filter media is clogged and requires cleaning or replacement.

Inspect hoses for kinks or blockages.

Clean the impeller and impeller chamber for debris.

Ensure the flow control lever is fully open.

Excessive Noise:

Ensure the filter is properly primed and free of trapped air. Tilt the filter gently to release air bubbles.

Check the impeller for damage or foreign objects.

Ensure the filter is placed on a stable, level surface.

Leaks:

Verify all hose connections are tight and secure.

Check the main O-ring gasket on the filter head for proper seating, damage, or dryness. Apply a thin layer of
silicone grease if dry.

Ensure the locking clips are fully engaged.

Filter Not Starting:



Check if the power cord is securely plugged into a working outlet.

Ensure the impeller is not jammed.

Verify that the filter is primed with water.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The SOBO SF-1000F External Canister Filter comes with a 6-month warranty from the date of purchase. This warranty
covers manufacturing defects under normal use.

For warranty claims, technical support, or inquiries regarding replacement parts, please contact your retailer or the
manufacturer directly with your proof of purchase. Do not attempt to repair the unit yourself if it is under warranty, as this
may void the warranty.

© 2026 SOBO. All rights reserved.
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