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Cricut Explore Air 2 User Manual: Step-by-Step Guide
for Beginners to Experts

Comprehensive instructions for setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting.

INTRODUCTION TO THE CRICUT EXPLORE AIR 2

This manual provides detailed, step-by-step instructions for using your Cricut Explore Air 2 machine. It covers everything
from initial setup to advanced project techniques, ensuring you can confidently create professional-quality designs. This
guide aims to clarify common challenges such as incomplete cuts, confusing settings, and material waste, offering
practical solutions and clear guidance.
The Cricut Explore Air 2 is a versatile smart cutting machine designed for DIY projects. It can cut over 100 different
materials, including cardstock, vinyl, iron-on, glitter paper, and bonded fabric. Its capabilities extend to writing, scoring,
and cutting, making it an essential tool for crafters and small business owners.
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Image: Front cover of the Cricut Explore Air 2 User Manual, featuring the title "CRICUT EXPLORE AIR 2 Pour Débutants À Experts" on a
dark background with floral patterns.

1. SETUP AND FIRST USE

Proper setup is crucial for optimal performance of your Cricut Explore Air 2. Follow these instructions carefully to get your
machine running smoothly from day one.



1.1 Unboxing and Initial Placement

Carefully remove the Cricut Explore Air 2 from its packaging. Place the machine on a stable, flat surface with adequate
space around it for material loading and unloading. Ensure the power outlet is easily accessible.

1.2 Power Connection

Connect the power adapter to the machine and then to a wall outlet. Press the power button to turn on the machine. The
power light will illuminate.

1.3 Software Installation: Design Space

The Cricut Explore Air 2 operates with Cricut Design Space software. Download and install Design Space from the official
Cricut website (design.cricut.com) on your computer or mobile device. Follow the on-screen prompts for installation.

1.4 Bluetooth Pairing

To connect your machine wirelessly, enable Bluetooth on your computer or mobile device. In Design Space, navigate to
the machine setup and select "Cricut Explore Air 2" from the list of available devices. Follow the pairing instructions. If you
encounter issues, ensure your machine is powered on and within range. For persistent problems, refer to the
troubleshooting section.

2. OPERATING THE CRICUT EXPLORE AIR 2

This section details the steps for operating your Cricut Explore Air 2, from preparing your materials to executing cuts.

2.1 Understanding the Smart Set Dial

The Smart Set Dial on your Cricut Explore Air 2 allows you to select the material setting for your project. This dial
automatically adjusts the blade depth and pressure for common materials. For custom materials, select "Custom" and
adjust settings within Design Space.

Common Smart Set Dial Settings

Dial Setting Material Type Blade Recommendation

Vinyl Adhesive vinyl, removable vinyl Fine-Point Blade

Iron-On Heat Transfer Vinyl (HTV) Fine-Point Blade

Cardstock Medium to heavy cardstock Fine-Point Blade

Fabric (Bonded) Fabric with backing Bonded-Fabric Blade

Custom Materials not listed on dial Varies by material

2.4 Material Preparation and Mat Loading

Select the appropriate cutting mat for your material (LightGrip, StandardGrip, StrongGrip). Place your material onto the
mat, ensuring it is smooth and securely adhered. Align the mat with the guides on the machine and press the
Load/Unload button.

2.5 Design Space Navigation and Project Execution

Within Design Space, create or select your project. Ensure all settings (material type, cut pressure, blade type) are
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correctly configured. You can upload custom SVG files and work offline on iOS devices. Once ready, click "Make It" and
follow the prompts to send the design to your machine. Press the flashing Go button on your Cricut machine to start
cutting.

3. MAINTENANCE AND CARE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your Cricut Explore Air 2.

3.1 Cleaning the Machine

Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the exterior of your machine. For the cutting area, use a can of compressed air to
remove dust and small debris. Avoid using harsh chemicals.

3.2 Blade Replacement

Blades dull over time. If you notice ragged cuts or incomplete cuts, it may be time to replace your blade. To replace, open
the clamp, carefully remove the old blade housing, insert a new blade, and close the clamp securely.

3.3 Mat Care

To extend the life of your cutting mats, always replace the protective cover when not in use. Clean mats by gently
scraping off small debris with a scraper tool. For deeper cleaning, use warm water and mild soap, then air dry completely
with the adhesive side up.

4. TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES

This section addresses common problems you might encounter and provides solutions.

4.1 Incomplete Cuts

Check Blade: Ensure the blade is clean, free of debris, and sharp. Replace if dull.

Material Setting: Verify the Smart Set Dial or custom setting in Design Space matches your material. Increase
pressure if necessary.

Mat Adhesion: Ensure your material is firmly adhered to the cutting mat.

4.2 Material Shifting

Mat Adhesion: Use a mat with appropriate grip strength for your material. Clean or replace worn mats.

Material Placement: Ensure the material is placed smoothly and without bubbles on the mat.

4.3 Connectivity Problems (Bluetooth)

Restart Devices: Turn off and on your Cricut machine, computer/mobile device, and Bluetooth.

Range: Ensure your machine is within Bluetooth range of your device.

Re-pair: Remove the Cricut machine from your device's Bluetooth settings and re-pair it.

5. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical specifications for the Cricut Explore Air 2 machine.

Cutting Speed: Up to 2x faster than previous models (Fast Mode).



Connectivity: Bluetooth wireless technology, USB.

Material Compatibility: Cuts over 100 materials, including cardstock, vinyl, iron-on, glitter paper, bonded fabric, and
more.

Tools: Compatible with Fine-Point Blade, Deep-Point Blade, Bonded-Fabric Blade, Scoring Stylus, pens.

Software: Cricut Design Space (Windows, Mac, iOS, Android).

Dimensions: Approximately 22.17 x 7.01 x 5.93 inches (machine only).

6. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and customer support, please refer to the official Cricut website or contact Cricut customer
service directly. This manual is a guide for operation and maintenance and does not supersede official warranty terms.
Official Cricut Support: help.cricut.com

© 2025 Lumina Technologies. All rights reserved. Cricut is a registered trademark of Cricut, Inc.
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