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THS122584

Instruction Manual

GENERIC REPLACEMENT TRANSMISSION BELT FOR CRAFTSMAN Z5200 ZERO TURN

MOWERS CMXGNAM211701

Introduction

This manual provides instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the Generic
replacement transmission belt for Craftsman Z5200 Zero Turn Mowers, model CMXGNAM211701. This
product is a replacement part designed to function similarly to the original component. Please read all
instructions carefully before proceeding with installation or maintenance.

Important Safety Information

Always disconnect the spark plug wire or remove the battery cable before performing any maintenance
or installation on your mower to prevent accidental starting.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection, when working
with machinery.

Ensure the mower is on a flat, stable surface and the parking brake is engaged before beginning work.

Refer to your Craftsman Z5200 Zero Turn Mower's original owner's manual for specific safety
procedures and diagrams related to belt replacement.

If you are unsure about any step, consult a qualified service technician.

Setup and Installation

This section outlines the general steps for replacing the transmission belt. Specific procedures may vary
slightly depending on your mower's configuration. Always consult your mower's service manual for detailed
diagrams and instructions.

1. Preparation: Park the mower on a level surface, engage the parking brake, and turn off the engine.
Disconnect the spark plug wire or battery to prevent accidental starting. Allow the engine and any hot
components to cool down.

2. Access the Belt Area: Depending on your mower model, you may need to remove the mower deck,
protective covers, or other components to gain access to the transmission belt.

3. Relieve Tension: Locate the belt tensioning mechanism (e.g., idler pulley). Use appropriate tools to
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relieve tension on the old belt.

4. Remove Old Belt: Carefully remove the old transmission belt from all pulleys. Note the routing path of
the old belt for correct installation of the new one.

5. Inspect Pulleys: Before installing the new belt, inspect all pulleys for wear, damage, or misalignment.
Replace any worn components as necessary.

6. Install New Belt: Route the new Generic replacement transmission belt around the pulleys, following
the exact path of the old belt. Ensure the belt is seated correctly in all pulley grooves.

7. Apply Tension: Re-engage the belt tensioning mechanism. Verify that the belt has proper tension
according to your mower's specifications. The belt should be snug but not overly tight.

8. Reassemble: Reinstall any covers or components that were removed to access the belt.

9. Reconnect Power: Reconnect the spark plug wire or battery cable.

Image: A black, looped transmission belt, designed for power transfer in machinery. The belt appears new and ready for
installation.

Operating

After installing the new transmission belt, perform the following checks before operating the mower:

Visual Inspection: Ensure the belt is properly seated on all pulleys and there are no obstructions.



Initial Start-up: Start the mower in a safe, open area. Listen for any unusual noises, such as squealing
or grinding, which could indicate improper installation or tension.

Test Operation: Slowly engage the transmission and test the mower's movement in both forward and
reverse. Ensure smooth engagement and disengagement.

Monitor Performance: During initial use, pay attention to the mower's performance. If the belt slips,
makes excessive noise, or the mower's drive system feels sluggish, stop operation and re-check the
installation and tension.

Maintenance

Regular inspection and maintenance will extend the life of your transmission belt and ensure optimal
mower performance.

Routine Inspection: Periodically inspect the transmission belt for signs of wear, cracking, fraying,
glazing, or stretching. Check for proper tension.

Cleaning: Keep the belt and pulleys free from dirt, grass clippings, oil, and other debris. Clean with a
dry cloth or brush. Avoid using solvents that could damage the belt material.

Replacement: Replace the belt if any signs of significant wear or damage are observed, or if it
consistently slips despite proper tensioning. The lifespan of a belt varies based on usage and operating
conditions.

Pulley Condition: Ensure all pulleys are clean, free-spinning, and properly aligned. Worn or damaged
pulleys can significantly reduce belt life.

Troubleshooting

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Belt squeals or
slips

Incorrect belt tension; Worn or glazed belt;
Oil/grease on belt/pulleys

Adjust tension; Replace belt;
Clean belt and pulleys

Mower drive is
sluggish or
inconsistent

Belt stretched or worn; Incorrect belt routing;
Damaged pulleys

Replace belt; Verify routing;
Inspect and replace pulleys

Belt comes off
pulleys

Incorrect belt tension; Incorrect belt routing;
Worn or bent pulleys; Damaged belt guides

Adjust tension; Verify routing;
Inspect and replace
pulleys/guides

Specifications

Part Type: Replacement Transmission Belt

Compatible with: Craftsman Z5200 Zero Turn Mowers

Reference Model Number: CMXGNAM211701

Item Model Number (Generic): THS122584

Product Dimensions: Approximately 1 x 1 x 1 inches (packaged)

Power Source: Hand-powered (for installation/maintenance)

Warranty



No warranty is provided with this replacement part.

Support

For further assistance or if you encounter issues not covered in this manual, please refer to your Craftsman
Z5200 Zero Turn Mower's original service manual or contact a qualified small engine technician.
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