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Singer Model 1116 Sewing Machine Instruction
Manual

Essential Guide for Operation and Maintenance

INTRODUCTION

Congratulations on your new Singer sewing machine. You are about to begin an exciting adventure
in creativity. From the moment you first use your machine, you will know you are sewing on one of
the easiest to use sewing machines ever made.
We recommend that, before you start to use your sewing machine, you discover the many
advantages and the ease of operation by going through this instruction book, step by step, detailed
for your machine.
To ensure that you are always provided with the most modern sewing capabilities, the manufacturer
reserves the right to change the appearance, design or accessories of this sewing machine when
considered necessary.
SINGER® is a registered trademark of The Singer Company Limited. Copyright © 2000. All rights
reserved throughout the world.

https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/qa/
https://manuals.plus/deep-search/
https://manuals.plus/upload
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/singer


Image: Page from the Singer Model 1116 Instruction Manual displaying the 'Congratulations' message and
copyright details.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

When using an electrical appliance, basic safety precautions should always be followed, including the
following:

1. Read all instructions before using this sewing machine.

2. DANGER – To reduce the risk of electric shock:

Always unplug sewing machine from the electric outlet immediately after using and before
cleaning.

Always unplug before changing the light bulb. (Replace bulb with same type rated 15
watts).

3. WARNING – To reduce the risk of burns, fire, electric shock, or injury to persons:

Do not allow to be used as a toy. Close attention is necessary when this sewing machine
is used by or near children.

Use this sewing machine only for its intended use as described in this manual. Use only
attachments recommended by the manufacturer as contained in this manual.

Never operate this sewing machine if it has a damaged cord or plug, if it is not working
properly, if it has been dropped or damaged, or dropped into water. Return the appliance
to the nearest authorized service center for examination, repair, electrical or mechanical
adjustment.

Never operate the sewing machine with any air openings blocked. Keep ventilation
openings of the sewing machine and foot controller free from accumulation of lint, dust,



and loose cloth.

Keep fingers away from all moving parts. Special care is required around the sewing
machine needle.

Always use the proper needle plate. The wrong plate can cause the needle to break.

Do not use bent needles.

Do not pull or push fabric while stitching. It may deflect the needle causing it to break.

Switch the sewing machine off ("0") when making any adjustments in the needle area
such as threading the needle, changing the needle, threading the bobbin, or changing the
presser foot.

Always unplug sewing machine from the electrical outlet when removing covers,
lubricating, or making any other user servicing adjustments mentioned in the instruction
manual.

Never drop or insert any object into any opening.

Do not use outdoors.

Do not operate where aerosol (spray) products are being used or where oxygen is being
administered.

To disconnect, turn all controls to the off ("0") position, then remove plug from outlet.

Do not unplug by pulling on cord. To unplug, grasp the plug, not the cord.

SAVE THESE INSTRUCTIONS

This sewing machine is intended for household use only.

Image: Page from the Singer Model 1116 Instruction Manual detailing important safety guidelines.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR SEWING MACHINE: PRINCIPAL PARTS



Familiarize yourself with the main components of your Singer Model 1116 sewing machine. Refer to
the diagrams below for identification.

Left Side Components

1. Horizontal spool pin

2. Thread tension dial

3. Thread take-up lever

4. Needle plate

5. Presser foot

6. Free arm sewing table/accessory storage

7. Bobbin winder

8. Stitch length dial

9. Stitch indicator window

10. Reverse sewing lever

11. Presser foot pressure adjustment

12. Thread cutter

Right Side Components

13. Handle

14. Bobbin cover

15. Vertical spool pin

16. Handwheel

17. Pattern selector dial

18. Power and light switch

19. Main plug socket

20. Bobbin thread guide

21. Needle clamp screw

22. Upper thread guide

23. Foot controller socket

24. Power cord

25. Face plate



Image: Diagrams illustrating the principal parts of the Singer Model 1116 sewing machine, with corresponding
numbers for identification.

SETUP: THREADING AND TENSION

Threading the Upper Thread

This is a simple operation but it is important to carry out correctly to avoid needle problems. If you
have difficulty, start by raising the needle to its highest point (1), and also the take-up lever (2) to
release the tension discs. To hold the safety, it is strongly suggested you turn off the main project to
confirm machine setting.

1. Lift up spool pin. Place the spool of thread on the holder and push the spool pin off the spool as
shown. (3)

2. Lead thread spool, place the thread under the thread guide to the left of the upper spool holder.

3. Guide thread through the upper thread guide. (4)

4. Guide thread around thread guide (5) pulling thread through pre-tension spring (6) as shown.

5. Guide thread through the thread guide down, right, thread and up left channel (8). Bring the
thread into the hook of the thread take-up lever (9) down and thread through (10) and gently
pull up on the thread.

6. At the top of the needle, guide the thread from right to left into the eye of the take-up lever and
then downwards again. (7)

7. Guide thread behind the thin wire needle clamp guide (11) and then down to the needle which
should be threaded from front to back. Pull about 6-8 inches of thread to the back of the needle
eye. Trim thread to length with built-in thread cutter.

Thread Tension



Proper thread tension is crucial for balanced stitches.

Upper Thread Tension

Basic thread tension setting: 4.

To increase the tension, turn the dial to the next number up.

To reduce the tension, turn the dial to the next number down.

Correct thread tension for straight stitching (A): Thread tension too loose for straight stitch
sewing. Turn dial to a higher number (B).

Correct thread tension for straight stitch sewing: Turn dial to lower number (C).

Correct thread tension for zig zag and decorative sewing (D): Correct thread tension is
where a small amount of the upper thread appears in the bottom side of fabric.

Lower Thread Tension

To test bobbin thread tension, remove the bobbin case and hold it by suspending it by the thread.
Jerk it once or twice. If the tension is correct, the thread will unwind by about an inch or two. If the
tension is too tight, it will not unwind at all. If the tension is too loose, it will drop too much. To adjust,
gently turn the small screw on the side of the bobbin case. This should only be needed for specialty
threads.

Image: Diagrams illustrating the step-by-step process for threading the upper thread and guidelines for adjusting
both upper and lower thread tension on the Singer Model 1116.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS



Function of Stitch Length Dial: Straight, Fine, Triple Straight Stitch

The stitch length dial selects the length of your stitches. For most stitches, this dial will be set
between 1 and 4. The settings in this manual are suggestions. It is best for you to practice on a scrap
piece of fabric and thread you intend to use for your project to confirm machine settings.

All purpose foot

Straight Stitch: General construction, topstitching

Stitch length: 2 - 4, dependent on thickness of fabric and thread

Select stitch: A

Triple Straight Stitch: Quilting, topstitching

Stitch length: 2 - 4, dependent on thickness of fabric and thread

Select stitch: A

Fine Stitch: High stress angles and curves, reinforcement

Stitch length: 1

Select stitch: A

Triple Straight (stretch) Stitch: Reinforcement of high stress

Stitch length: 1

Select stitch: A

Note: Only change the stitch selection or needle position when the needle is in the highest position.

Zig Zag and the Function of the Stitch Length Dial

The density of zig zag stitches increases as the setting of the stitch length dial approaches "0". Next
zig zag stitches are usually achieved at "2.5" or below. Different widths can be set up in the stitch
window. Each dial is a different width of zig zag within the C stitch.

All purpose foot

Zig Zag: General construction, overedge and reinforcement, insertion of elastic or ribbon

Select stitch: C

Stitch length: 1 - 4

Rib Rac: General construction on knit fabric, decorative, high stress area, heavy fabric

Select stitch: C

Stitch length: 1 - 3



Image: Pages from the Singer Model 1116 Instruction Manual detailing the function of the stitch length dial for
various straight and zig-zag stitches, with illustrative diagrams.

Overedge, Slant Overedge Stitches

All purpose foot

Overedge stitch: For finished seams on woven or knit fabric

Select stitch: F

Stitch length: 1 - 4

Slant overedge stitch (same as above)

Select stitch: G

Stitch length: 1 - 4

Slant stretch overedge stitch (same as above)

Select stitch: H

Stitch length: 1 - 4

Note: An overcasting foot is an optional accessory not supplied with this machine.

Sewing on Buttons

To sew on buttons, follow these steps:

1. Install the darning plate (1). Place the button on the fabric under the presser foot. Turn the
handwheel to check that the needle goes cleanly into the left and right holes of the button
(adjust the needle position according to the button by turning the stitch selector dial to the
appropriate stitch width), and slowly sew on the button with about 6-8 stitches (2).

2. It is recommended to take a few locking stitches at the beginning and end of sewing. To do this
– set the select needle position to a few stationary stitches on one side of the button. Sew on



the button as described and repeat the locking stitch on the other side of the button.

3. If a shank is required, place a darning needle on top of the button and sew. For buttons with 4
holes, sew through the front two holes first (2), push work forward and then sew through the
back two holes as described (3).

Image: Pages from the Singer Model 1116 Instruction Manual detailing how to perform overedge stitches and the
procedure for sewing buttons, with accompanying diagrams.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your Singer Model 1116
sewing machine. Always unplug the machine before performing any maintenance.

Cleaning: Regularly clean lint and dust from the bobbin area, feed dogs, and tension discs
using a small brush or lint remover.

Oiling: Refer to your original machine's service manual for specific oiling points and frequency.
Use only high-quality sewing machine oil.

Needle Replacement: Change needles frequently, especially when starting a new project or if
the needle shows signs of dullness or bending. Use the correct needle type and size for your
fabric and thread.

Storage: When not in use, cover your sewing machine to protect it from dust and store it in a
dry, stable environment.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON ISSUES



This section addresses common problems you might encounter during operation. For more detailed
troubleshooting, consult a qualified service technician.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Skipped
Stitches

Incorrect needle insertion, bent needle,
wrong needle type for fabric, improper
threading.

Re-insert needle correctly, replace bent
needle, use appropriate needle, re-
thread machine.

Thread
Breaking

Incorrect thread tension, poor quality
thread, needle too small, burr on needle
plate or bobbin case.

Adjust tension, use good quality thread,
change needle, check for burrs and
smooth if possible.

Fabric
Puckering

Thread tension too tight, stitch length too
short, wrong presser foot pressure.

Loosen thread tension, increase stitch
length, adjust presser foot pressure.

Machine
Not
Feeding
Fabric

Feed dogs lowered, lint accumulation,
presser foot not down.

Raise feed dogs, clean feed dog area,
lower presser foot.

MANUAL SPECIFICATIONS (REPRODUCTION)

This section details the physical specifications of this reproduction instruction manual for the Singer
Model 1116 sewing machine.

Product Dimensions: 8.5 x 5.5 x 0.1 inches

Item Weight: 3 ounces

Pages: 40 pages

Language: English

Reproduction Manufacturer: TabSynth Design

Date First Available (Reproduction): November 1, 2025

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT INFORMATION

This document is a reproduction of the original Singer Model 1116 sewing machine instruction
manual. As such, it does not include any warranty information for the sewing machine itself. Any
warranty or support for the sewing machine would have been provided with the original purchase of
the machine.
For support regarding the operation of your Singer Model 1116, please refer to the instructions
provided within this manual. For service or parts related to the sewing machine, please contact a
certified Singer service center or a reputable sewing machine repair specialist.
For inquiries regarding this specific manual reproduction, please contact TabSynth Design Works
LLC.



This manual is a reproduction for the Singer Model 1116 Sewing Machine.
© 2000 The Singer Company Limited (Original Content) | Reproduction by TabSynth Design Works LLC
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