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GY20454, GY20867, GY20962, GY21098, GX22151, GY20850

42" Deck Mulching Rebuild Kit Instruction Manual
For John Deere 42" Deck Models: LA105, LA100, LA110, LA115, LA120, D100-D160, X110, X120, X140

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the installation and maintenance of your new 42" Deck Mulching Rebuild Kit. This kit
is designed as an aftermarket replacement for specific John Deere 42" deck models, ensuring optimal performance for
your lawn tractor.
Please read this manual thoroughly before beginning any installation or maintenance procedures to ensure safe and
correct operation.

KIT CONTENTS

Your 42" Deck Mulching Rebuild Kit includes the following components:

Two (2) Spindle Assemblies with Nuts: These assemblies feature a 7-lobe center hole for secure mounting.

Two (2) Toothed Mulching Mower Blades: Each blade has a StarLock 7-lobe center hole, measuring 21-3/8" in
length, 0.197" in thickness, and 2-1/2" in width.
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Figure 1: Visual representation of typical components found in a 42" Deck Mulching Rebuild Kit, including spindle assemblies, mulching
blades, and a drive belt.

COMPATIBILITY

This kit is compatible with the following John Deere 42" Deck Models:

LA100, LA105, LA110, LA115, LA120

D100, D105, D110, D120, D125, D130, D140, D150, D160

X110, X120, X140

Please verify your specific model number before installation.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Safety First: Before beginning any work, ensure the lawn tractor is turned off, the spark plug wire is disconnected, and
the parking brake is engaged. Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection.



1. Prepare the Deck: Carefully remove the mower deck from the tractor according to your tractor's owner's manual.
Place the deck on a stable, flat surface, ensuring easy access to the underside.

2. Remove Old Components:

Remove the old mower blades. Note the orientation of the blades for correct installation of the new ones.

Unbolt and remove the old spindle assemblies from the deck. You may need to use a penetrating oil if bolts are
rusted.

3. Clean the Deck: Thoroughly clean the underside of the deck, removing any accumulated grass, dirt, or debris.
Inspect for any damage or wear.

4. Install New Spindle Assemblies:

Position the new spindle assemblies onto the deck, aligning the bolt holes.

Secure the spindle assemblies using the provided nuts and bolts, or reuse existing hardware if in good
condition. Tighten all fasteners to the manufacturer's recommended torque specifications (refer to your
tractor's manual if available).

5. Install New Mower Blades:

Ensure the cutting edge of the blade faces upwards towards the deck. The StarLock 7-lobe center hole should
align perfectly with the spindle shaft.

Place the blade onto the spindle shaft and secure it with the blade bolt and washer.

Tighten the blade bolt securely. It is crucial that blades are tightened correctly to prevent them from coming
loose during operation.

6. Reinstall Deck: Reattach the mower deck to the tractor, following the reverse steps of removal from your tractor's
owner's manual.

OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS

After installing the new deck kit, perform a brief inspection before operating:

Verify all bolts and nuts are tightened.

Ensure blades spin freely without obstruction.

Check that the deck is properly leveled and adjusted for your desired cutting height.

The mulching blades are designed to cut grass into finer clippings, which are then returned to the lawn as natural fertilizer.
For best mulching results, mow when grass is dry and not excessively tall.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance of your deck kit components will extend their lifespan and ensure optimal cutting performance.

Blade Sharpening/Replacement: Inspect blades regularly for sharpness and damage. Dull blades tear grass,
leading to an unhealthy lawn. Sharpen or replace blades as needed. Always replace both blades at the same time
to maintain balance.

Spindle Inspection: Periodically check spindle assemblies for any signs of wear, excessive play, or unusual noise.
Replace if necessary.

Cleaning: After each use, clean the underside of the mower deck to prevent grass buildup, which can hinder
mulching performance and promote rust.

Storage: When storing the mower for extended periods, ensure the deck and components are clean and dry.
Consider applying a light coat of oil to metal surfaces to prevent rust.



TROUBLESHOOTING

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Poor Cut
Quality /
Uneven Cut

Dull or damaged blades; Incorrect deck
leveling; Excessive grass buildup.

Sharpen or replace blades; Adjust deck leveling;
Clean underside of deck.

Excessive
Vibration

Unbalanced blades (due to damage or
improper sharpening); Loose blade bolts; Worn
spindle bearings.

Inspect and balance/replace blades; Tighten blade
bolts; Inspect and replace spindle assemblies if
bearings are worn.

Loud Noise
from Deck

Worn spindle bearings; Loose components;
Debris caught in deck.

Inspect and replace spindle assemblies; Check all
fasteners; Clear any debris.

SPECIFICATIONS

This 42" Deck Mulching Rebuild Kit includes components with the following specifications:

Spindle Assembly:

Center Hole Type: 7 Lobe

Replaces Part Numbers: GY20454, GY20867, GY20962, GY21098

Toothed Mulching Mower Blade:

Center Hole Type: StarLock 7 Lobe

Length: 21-3/8 inches

Thickness: 0.197 inches

Width: 2-1/2 inches

Replaces Part Numbers: GX22151, GY20850 (John Deere OEM); 50-3231 (Windsor OEM)

Note: Product dimensions (1x1x1 inches) provided in original product data appear to be generic placeholder values and
are not representative of the actual kit components. Specific component dimensions are listed above.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Specific warranty information for this aftermarket kit is not provided in the product details. For any warranty claims,
technical support, or questions regarding your purchase, please contact the seller directly through the platform where the
kit was purchased.
Always refer to your John Deere tractor's original owner's manual for specific safety guidelines and maintenance
schedules related to the tractor itself.
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