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RHYTHM TESTAMENT M220 CMXGMAM211201

RHYTHM TESTAMENT Pull Recoil Starter Instruction Manual
For Craftsman M220 CMXGMAM211201 Lawn Mower

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective installation, operation, and maintenance of your RHYTHM
TESTAMENT Pull Recoil Starter. This product is specifically designed as a direct replacement for the Craftsman M220
CMXGMAM211201 150cc 21-inch lawn mower. Please read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or operation
to ensure proper function and longevity of the part.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always observe the following safety precautions when working with lawn mower components:

Ensure the lawn mower engine is completely off and cooled down before beginning any work.

Disconnect the spark plug wire to prevent accidental starting.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including gloves and eye protection.

Keep children and bystanders away from the work area.

If you are unsure about any step, consult a qualified service technician.

PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all components are present and undamaged upon opening the package:

1 x RHYTHM TESTAMENT Pull Recoil Starter Assembly

Note: Mounting hardware is typically reused from the original unit and is not included with this replacement part.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Product Dimensions Approximately 7.9 x 7.9 x 2.4 inches

Item Weight Approximately 2 pounds

Compatibility Craftsman M220 CMXGMAM211201 (150cc, 21 in) Lawn Mower

Material Impact-resistant polymer housing, metal engagement pawls, strong starter rope
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Figure 1: Approximate dimensions of the recoil starter. The overall width is approximately 180mm, and the height of the central housing is
approximately 40mm.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This recoil starter is designed for a direct drop-in replacement. No modifications or special tools are typically required beyond
standard hand tools.

1. Prepare the Mower: Ensure the lawn mower engine is off and cool. Disconnect the spark plug wire to prevent accidental
starting.

2. Locate and Remove Old Starter: Identify the existing recoil starter assembly on your Craftsman M220 CMXGMAM211201
lawn mower. Carefully unbolt and remove the worn or damaged unit. Keep all original mounting hardware (bolts, washers)
as they will be reused.

3. Inspect Mounting Area: Clean any debris or grass clippings from the mounting area on the engine.

4. Install New Starter: Position the RHYTHM TESTAMENT Pull Recoil Starter assembly onto the engine, aligning its mounting
points with the factory hole pattern. The design is specific to the 21-inch deck layout of your mower.

5. Secure the Starter: Reuse your original hardware to bolt the new starter assembly firmly into place. Ensure all bolts are
tightened securely, but do not overtighten.



6. Reconnect Spark Plug: Once the new starter is securely installed, reconnect the spark plug wire.

Figure 2: Top view of the recoil starter assembly, showing the T-handle and vented housing.



Figure 3: Underside view of the recoil starter, highlighting the internal mechanism and metal engagement pawls.

Figure 4: Detailed view of the pre-wound spring and balanced rotor, designed for confident engine engagement.

OPERATING THE PULL RECOIL STARTER

After successful installation, operate the starter as follows:

1. Ensure the mower's fuel tank is filled and the engine oil level is correct.

2. Set the mower's throttle to the 'Start' position (if applicable) and engage the primer bulb a few times as recommended by
your mower's manual.

3. Grasp the T-handle firmly. Pull the rope slowly until you feel resistance, then give a quick, strong pull. Allow the rope to
rewind smoothly.

4. Repeat pulling until the engine starts. The balanced rotor and grippy T-handle are designed for confident engagement and
quick starts.

MAINTENANCE



To ensure optimal performance and extend the life of your recoil starter:

Keep Clean: Regularly inspect the starter for grass clippings, dirt, or other debris. The vented guard helps clear clippings,
but occasional cleaning can prevent buildup.

Inspect Rope: Periodically check the starter rope for fraying or damage. Replace if necessary to prevent breakage.

Smooth Rewind: Ensure the rope rewinds smoothly and completely after each pull. Consistent tension and rewind
performance are crucial for reliable starts.

Storage: If storing the mower for an extended period, ensure the starter mechanism is clean and dry.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your recoil starter, consider the following:

Starter Rope Does Not Engage: Check if the internal pawls are stuck or if there's debris preventing engagement. Ensure
the starter is properly seated and bolted.

Rope Does Not Rewind: This could indicate a broken or tangled spring inside the assembly. If the spring is damaged, the
entire assembly may need replacement.

Hard to Pull: Ensure the engine itself is not seized or experiencing other issues. If the engine turns freely, check for internal
friction within the starter assembly.

Engine Not Starting: While the recoil starter provides the pull, ensure other mower components (fuel, spark plug,
carburetor) are functioning correctly as per your mower's manual.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding warranty coverage or technical support, please contact the seller or manufacturer directly. Keep your
purchase receipt as proof of purchase.
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