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User Manual
Replacement Defrost Termination Thermostat

Model: 242046001

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

This manual provides instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the Replacement
Defrost Termination Thermostat, compatible with Frigidaire refrigerators. This component is crucial for the
proper defrost cycle of your refrigerator, preventing excessive ice buildup on the evaporator coils.
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Figure 1: Front view of the defrost termination thermostat, showing the metallic cylindrical body, two blue wires, and white
electrical connectors.

Important Note: This package includes one (1) set of the defrost termination thermostat. Before
proceeding with installation, carefully review all photos and model numbers to ensure compatibility with
your original part.

SAFETY INFORMATION

Always disconnect power to the appliance before attempting any repairs or installations. Failure to do so
may result in electrical shock, injury, or damage to the appliance. If you are unsure about any step, consult
a qualified technician.

Ensure the refrigerator is unplugged from the wall outlet.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), such as gloves and eye protection.

Handle components carefully to avoid damage.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This section outlines the general steps for replacing a defrost termination thermostat. Specific steps may
vary depending on your refrigerator model. Refer to your refrigerator's service manual for detailed



instructions.

1. Disconnect Power: Unplug the refrigerator from the electrical outlet.

2. Access Evaporator Cover: Locate and remove the freezer compartment's rear panel or evaporator
cover. This usually involves removing screws and carefully detaching the panel.

3. Locate Old Thermostat: Identify the existing defrost termination thermostat. It is typically clipped
onto the evaporator coil or a defrost heater tube.

Figure 2: Side view of the thermostat, highlighting the metallic casing and the mounting clip.

4. Disconnect Wiring: Carefully disconnect the electrical connectors of the old thermostat. Note their
orientation if necessary.



Figure 3: Detail of the electrical connectors, showing the male and female terminals.

5. Remove Old Thermostat: Unclip or unmount the old thermostat from its position.

6. Install New Thermostat: Clip the new defrost termination thermostat into the same position as the
old one. Ensure it is securely attached.

7. Connect Wiring: Connect the electrical connectors of the new thermostat. Ensure a secure and
proper connection.

8. Reassemble: Reattach the evaporator cover and any other panels removed.

9. Restore Power: Plug the refrigerator back into the electrical outlet.

OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The defrost termination thermostat is a safety device that monitors the temperature of the evaporator coil
during the defrost cycle. When the coil reaches a specific temperature (typically around 50-60°F or 10-
15°C), indicating that all ice has melted, the thermostat opens its circuit, turning off the defrost heater. This
prevents the heater from overheating the freezer compartment and saves energy. If the thermostat fails,
the defrost heater may run too long (leading to overheating) or not at all (leading to excessive ice buildup).

MAINTENANCE

The defrost termination thermostat is a sealed component and does not require routine maintenance. Its



function is to operate automatically during the defrost cycle. If you suspect a malfunction, it typically
requires replacement rather than repair.
Regular maintenance of your refrigerator, such as keeping condenser coils clean and ensuring door seals
are intact, can help optimize the overall performance of the defrost system.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If your refrigerator is experiencing issues related to defrosting, the defrost termination thermostat could be
a contributing factor. Common symptoms of a faulty thermostat include:

Excessive Ice Buildup in Freezer: If the evaporator coils are covered in a thick layer of ice, the
defrost system may not be cycling correctly. This could be due to a thermostat that is not closing its
circuit to allow the heater to turn on.

Freezer Too Warm / Food Spoiling: If the defrost heater runs continuously due to a faulty
thermostat that fails to open its circuit, it can cause the freezer temperature to rise, leading to food
spoilage.

Refrigerator Not Cooling: Severe ice buildup can block airflow to the refrigerator compartment,
leading to inadequate cooling.

Diagnostic Steps:

1. Visual Inspection: After disconnecting power and accessing the evaporator, visually inspect the
thermostat for any obvious signs of damage or corrosion.

2. Continuity Test (Advanced): A multimeter can be used to test the continuity of the thermostat. At
room temperature (above freezing), a defrost termination thermostat should typically show an open
circuit (no continuity). When cooled to below freezing (e.g., in ice water), it should show a closed
circuit (continuity). Perform this test only if you are familiar with using a multimeter and electrical
testing.

If the thermostat fails these checks or symptoms persist after replacing other defrost components,
replacement of the defrost termination thermostat is recommended.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Part Number 242046001CM

Model Number 242046001

Compatible Brand Frigidaire (and others as compatible)

Included Components 1 Defrost Termination Thermostat

ASIN B0DYN6VDXZ

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This product is a replacement part. For specific warranty information, please refer to the seller's policy or
contact the seller directly. As a generic replacement part, it may not carry a manufacturer's warranty from
the original appliance brand.
For technical support or installation assistance, it is recommended to consult a qualified appliance repair



technician or refer to the service manual for your specific refrigerator model.
Seller Information: ZODU-Store (as per product listing)
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