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1. OVERVIEW

The Fender Squier Debut Series Stratocaster HT HSS Electric Guitar is designed for beginners, offering a
comfortable playing experience and versatile tones. This model features a slim 'C'-shaped neck profile and a
thin, lightweight poplar body. It is equipped with two single-coil pickups and a humbucking bridge pickup (HSS
configuration) with 5-way switching, providing a wide range of classic Stratocaster tones. The hardtail bridge
(HT) ensures reliable tuning stability, complemented by sealed-gear tuning machines for smooth and accurate
tuning. Durable chrome hardware completes the premium look and feel.
This guitar is part of the Debut Collection, designed by Fender, and includes a 30-day subscription to Fender
Play for free lessons and instructional videos.

2. KEY FEATURES

Squier Debut Series Stratocaster HT HSS Electric Guitar: An ideal beginner guitar for all ages.

Fender Design and Legacy: Designed by Fender, backed by a 75-year legacy of quality and
craftsmanship.

Fender Play Subscription: Includes a 30-day subscription to Fender Play, offering thousands of
instructional videos.

Comfortable Playability: Features a super-comfortable 'C'-shaped neck, laurel fingerboard, and thin,
lightweight body for enhanced comfort and playability.

Versatile Tones: Two single-coil pickups and a humbucking bridge pickup (HSS) with 5-way switching
provide a wide variety of classic Stratocaster tones.

Reliable Tuning: Equipped with a hardtail bridge (HT) for reliable tuning stability.
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Figure 2.1: Key features of the Squier Debut Series Stratocaster HT HSS Electric Guitar.

3. SETUP

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove the guitar from its packaging. Inspect for any visible damage.

2. Tuning: Use an electronic tuner to tune the guitar to standard EADGBe tuning. The sealed-gear tuning
machines provide smooth and accurate tuning.

3. Connecting to an Amplifier: Insert a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable into the output jack located on
the lower bout of the guitar. Connect the other end to your amplifier's input.

4. Fender Play Lessons: Activate your included 30-day subscription to Fender Play. This platform offers
guided lessons to help you get started and develop your guitar skills.



Figure 3.1: Fender Play offers interactive lessons to enhance your learning experience.

4. OPERATING THE GUITAR

4.1 Controls

Volume Knob: Controls the overall output volume of the guitar. Turn clockwise to increase volume,
counter-clockwise to decrease.

Tone Knobs (x2): These knobs allow you to shape the treble response of the pickups. Typically, one
tone knob controls the neck pickup, and the other controls the middle pickup. Turning clockwise
brightens the tone, while turning counter-clockwise mellows it.

5-Way Pickup Selector Switch: This switch allows you to select different pickup combinations for a
variety of tonal options:

Position 1 (Bridge): Activates the humbucking bridge pickup for a powerful, bright tone.

Position 2 (Bridge & Middle): Combines the bridge humbucker and middle single-coil for a balanced,
articulate sound.

Position 3 (Middle): Activates the middle single-coil pickup for a clear, bell-like tone.

Position 4 (Middle & Neck): Combines the middle and neck single-coil pickups for a warm, quacky
tone.

Position 5 (Neck): Activates the neck single-coil pickup for a warm, full, and smooth tone.

4.2 Playing Techniques

Experiment with different pickup selections and tone settings to discover the wide range of sounds available.
The slim 'C'-shaped neck and laurel fingerboard are designed for comfortable fretting and easy movement
across the fretboard, making it suitable for various playing styles.

Your browser does not support the video tag.
Video 4.1: Demonstration of the Squier Debut Series HSS Stratocaster's sound and features.

5. MAINTENANCE

Cleaning: After each use, wipe down the strings, fretboard, and body with a soft, dry cloth to remove
sweat and grime. For the body, a guitar-specific polish can be used occasionally.

String Changes: Replace strings regularly, typically every 1-3 months depending on usage, to maintain
optimal tone and playability. Refer to online guides or a professional for proper string changing



techniques.

Fretboard Care: Periodically clean and condition the laurel fretboard with a suitable fretboard oil to
prevent drying and cracking.

Storage: Store the guitar in a stable environment, away from extreme temperature changes and humidity
fluctuations, to prevent wood warping. A gig bag or hard case is recommended for protection.

Hardware Inspection: Periodically check all screws and hardware for tightness. Loose components can
affect tuning stability and playability.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

Tuning Instability: Ensure strings are properly stretched after changing. Check that tuning machines are
tight and functioning correctly. The hardtail bridge provides inherent stability, but old or improperly
installed strings are common culprits.

Fret Buzz: Minor fret buzz can sometimes be normal, especially with low action. If severe, it might
indicate a need for neck relief adjustment (truss rod) or bridge saddle height adjustment. Consult a
qualified guitar technician if unsure.

No Sound/Weak Sound: Check your instrument cable, amplifier connection, and amplifier settings.
Ensure the guitar's volume knob is turned up and the pickup selector is in an active position.

Scratchy Pots/Switch: If volume or tone knobs produce static when turned, or the pickup selector is
noisy, the internal components may need cleaning with a contact cleaner.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Brand Fender

Model Number 0379630503

Color 2-Color Sunburst

Body Material Poplar

Neck Material Type Maple

Fretboard Material Type Laurel Wood

Guitar Pickup Configuration H-S-S (Humbucker-Single-Single)

String Material Type Nickel Plated Steel

Hand Orientation Right

Guitar Bridge System Hard Tail

Number of Strings 6

Item Dimensions 39.37 x 14.96 x 5.12 inches

UPC 885978124909



8. WARRANTY & SUPPORT

This Fender Squier Debut Series Stratocaster HT HSS Electric Guitar comes with a 2-year limited warranty.
For detailed warranty information, claims, or technical support, please visit the official Fender website or
contact Fender customer service directly. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty validation.
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