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RATION 14436

RATION 16-1/2 Inch Medium Lift Mower Blade Instruction
Manual

For Hustler RAK 48 Mowers (Model 14436)

1. ProbucTt OVERVIEW

The RATION 16-1/2 inch Medium Lift Mower Blade (Model 14436) is designed for use with Hustler RAK 48 lawn
mowers. This blade is engineered to provide efficient cutting performance and is constructed from durable
materials for longevity. It is a replacement component intended to maintain the cutting quality of your mower.

Image 1: The RATION 16-1/2 inch Medium Lift Mower Blade, featuring a central mounting hole and sharpened edges. This blade is
designed for efficient grass cutting.

2. COMPATIBILITY

This mower blade is specifically designed to fit Hustler RAK 48 mowers and is identified by part number 14436. To
ensure proper fitment, always verify the dimensions of your existing blade against the specifications provided in
this manual and visually compare with the product images. Incorrect blade installation can lead to poor cutting
performance or damage to the mower.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

3.1 Safety Precautions

o Always wear heavy-duty gloves and eye protection when handling mower blades. Blades are sharp and can
cause severe injury.
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« Ensure the mower engine is turned off, the spark plug wire is disconnected, and the key is removed (if
applicable) before beginning any work on the blades.

« Allow the engine and blade to cool down completely if the mower has been recently operated.

o Secure the mower to prevent it from rolling or tipping during blade removal and installation.

3.2 Installation Instructions
1. Prepare the Mower: Park the mower on a flat, stable surface. Disconnect the spark plug wire and engage
the parking brake. If necessary, raise the mower deck for easier access to the blades.

2. Remove OId Blade: Using a wrench, loosen the blade bolt that secures the old blade. You may need a
block of wood or a specialized blade removal tool to prevent the blade from turning while loosening the bolt.
Remove the bolt, washer, and the old blade.

3. Clean Mounting Area: Clean any grass clippings or debris from the blade mounting area on the mower
deck. Inspect the blade spindle for any damage.

4. Install New Blade: Position the new RATION blade onto the spindle, ensuring the cutting edge faces the
correct direction (typically towards the direction of rotation). The blade should sit flush against the spindle
flange.

5. Secure Blade: Reinstall the washer and blade bolt. Tighten the blade bolt securely using a torque wrench to
the manufacturer's specified torque setting (refer to your mower's owner's manual for exact specifications).
Overtightening or undertightening can be dangerous.

6. Reconnect Spark Plug: Once the blade is securely installed, reconnect the spark plug wire.

4. OPERATING GUIDELINES

4.1 Proper Use

« Ensure the blade is sharp and balanced for optimal cutting performance and to reduce mower vibration.
« Avoid mowing over rocks, roots, or other hard objects that can damage the blade or the mower.
o Regularly check the blade for damage, bends, or cracks. Replace damaged blades immediately.

« Maintain appropriate engine RPM during operation for effective cutting and to prevent engine strain.

5. MAINTENANCE

5.1 Cleaning

o After each use, clean grass clippings and debris from the blade and the underside of the mower deck. This
prevents buildup that can reduce cutting efficiency and promote rust.

o Use a stiff brush or scraper. Avoid using high-pressure water directly on bearings or electrical components.

5.2 Storage

« Before storing the mower for extended periods, ensure the blade is clean and dry.
o Apply a light coat of rust-preventative oil to the blade to protect it from corrosion.

« Store the mower in a dry, covered area.

5.3 Blade Sharpening and Replacement

Mower blades should be sharpened regularly to maintain cutting performance. A dull blade tears grass, leading to
an unhealthy lawn. Inspect the blade for nicks, bends, or excessive wear. If the blade is severely damaged, bent,
or has cracks, it must be replaced immediately to prevent injury or further damage to the mower. Always replace



with a genuine RATION or equivalent quality blade (Model 14436).

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

Issue Possible Cause Solution

Poor Cut Quality Dull or bent blade; Sharpen or replace blade; ensure blade is installed
(uneven, torn grass) incorrect blade installation  correctly and tightened to specifications.

Excessive Mower Unbalanced or bent blade; = Inspect blade for damage and balance; tighten blade
Vibration loose blade bolt bolt to correct torque. Replace if bent.

Blade Not Spinning Debris buildup; damaged Clean debris from around the spindle; inspect spindle
Freely spindle for damage and replace if necessary.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand RATION

Model Number 14436

Blade Length 16-1/2 inches

Lift Type Medium Lift
Compatibility Hustler RAK 48 Mowers
Material Durable Steel

8. WARRANTY INFORMATION

Specific warranty details for the RATION 16-1/2 Inch Medium Lift Mower Blade are not provided in this manual.
For information regarding product warranty, please refer to the original purchase documentation or contact your
retailer directly.

9. CUSTOMER SUPPORT

If you have questions or require assistance with your RATION mower blade, please contact the retailer from whom
you purchased the product. They can provide guidance on installation, compatibility, and any product-related
inquiries.
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