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INTRODUCTION

This user guide is designed for both beginners and experienced drone pilots looking to master the DJI Air 3S drone. It
provides step-by-step instructions for setup, flying techniques, aerial photography, and advanced features, ensuring you
can capture stunning footage and navigate the skies with confidence.

This manual is based on the comprehensive guide by Kara Showman, published in 2025, and covers essential aspects of

drone operation.
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Image: Front cover of the "DJI AIR 3S Drone User Guide for Beginners" book, featuring the title and an image of the DJI Air 3S drone.

1. SETUP AND ACTIVATION

This section provides detailed instructions for preparing your DJI Air 3S drone for its first flight, from unboxing to activation.
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1.1 Unboxing and Initial Setup

Upon receiving your DJI Air 3S, carefully unbox all components. Ensure all parts are present and undamaged. Begin by
charging the drone batteries and the remote controller.

1.2 How to Install the Propellers

1. Identify the correct propellers for each motor arm (marked A and B).
2. Align the propeller with the corresponding motor base.
3. Press down and twist the propeller in the direction indicated until it locks securely.

4. Verify that all propellers are firmly attached before flight.

1.3 How to Set Up the Remote Controller

o Ensure the remote controller is fully charged.
o Attach the control sticks if they are detachable.

« Mount your mobile device (smartphone or tablet) securely onto the controller's holder.

1.4 How to Connect the Drone to the DJI Fly App

1. Download and install the DJI Fly app on your mobile device.
2. Power on the drone and the remote controller.

3. Open the DJI Fly app and follow the on-screen prompts to connect to your drone. This usually involves selecting
your drone model from a list and confirming the connection.

1.5 Activating the DJI Air 3S Drone

First-time users will need to activate the drone through the DJI Fly app. This process typically requires an internet
connection and a DJI account. Follow the app's instructions to complete the activation, which registers your drone and
enables full functionality.

2. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

This section covers the fundamental aspects of flying your DJI Air 3S drone, from pre-flight checks to advanced
maneuvers.

2.1 Pre-Flight Checklist

o Ensure drone and remote controller batteries are fully charged.

Check that propellers are securely attached and undamaged.

Verify that the camera gimbal protector is removed.

Confirm sufficient storage space on the microSD card.

Check GPS signal strength and clear flight area in the DJI Fly app.

Review local airspace regulations and weather conditions.

2.2 Basic Flight Instructions

Familiarize yourself with the remote controller's joystick functions. The left stick typically controls altitude and yaw
(rotation), while the right stick controls forward/backward and left/right movement. Practice gentle takeoffs and landings in
an open, safe environment.

2.3 Understanding Flight Telemetry



The DJI Fly app displays critical flight telemetry, including altitude, distance, speed, battery level, and GPS signal. Monitor
these indicators closely during flight to ensure safe operation.

2.4 How to Switch Modes

The DJI Air 3S offers various flight modes (e.g., Normal, Sport, Cine). You can switch between these modes using the
dedicated switch on the remote controller or within the DJI Fly app. Each mode offers different flight characteristics
suitable for various scenarios.

2.5 Advanced Flying Techniques

Once comfortable with basic controls, explore advanced techniques such as smooth cinematic movements, precise
hovering, and flying in different wind conditions. Practice makes perfect for achieving professional-looking footage.

2.6 How to Fly in No-GPS Environments

In environments where GPS signal is weak or unavailable (e.g., indoors), the drone relies on its Vision Positioning System
(VPS). Fly cautiously, maintaining visual line of sight, and be aware that stability may be reduced compared to GPS-
assisted flight.

2.7 How to Perform Advanced Maneuvers

The guide covers specific maneuvers to enhance your aerial photography and videography, such as orbit, helix, and
boomerang shots. These are often pre-programmed as QuickShots or can be executed manually with practice.

3. AbvANCED FEATURES AND PHOTOGRAPHY

Unlock the full potential of your DJI Air 3S with its intelligent features designed for stunning aerial content creation.

3.1 How to Use QuickShots Pre-Programmed Shots

QuickShots are automated flight paths that capture professional-looking video clips with minimal effort. Select a QuickShot
mode (e.g., Dronie, Rocket, Circle, Helix, Boomerang, Asteroid) in the DJI Fly app, choose your subject, and let the drone
do the rest.

3.2 How to Use FocusTrack Features

FocusTrack includes ActiveTrack, Spotlight, and Point of Interest. These features allow the drone to automatically follow a
moving subject, keep a subject in the frame while you fly manually, or orbit a fixed point, respectively. Learn to select and
utilize these modes for dynamic shots.

3.3 Understanding Camera, Specs and Settings

The DJI Air 3S boasts advanced camera capabilities. This section details how to adjust camera settings such as
resolution, frame rate, ISO, shutter speed, and white balance to optimize your photos and videos for different lighting
conditions and creative effects.

4. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your DJI Air 3S drone.

4.1 Post-Flight Procedures

« Power off the drone and remote controller.

« Remove propellers if transporting or storing for extended periods.



o Reattach the gimbal protector.

o Download footage from the microSD card.

4.2 Drone Maintenance and Battery Tips

Regularly inspect the drone for any signs of damage, especially propellers, motors, and the gimbal. Clean the drone body
and camera lens with a soft, dry cloth. For batteries, store them at approximately 50-60% charge if not used for a long
time, and avoid extreme temperatures to prolong their lifespan.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING AND FAQs

This section addresses common issues and provides solutions to help you resolve problems quickly and efficiently.

Common Issues and Solutions

« Drone not connecting to app: Ensure both devices are powered on, Bluetooth/Wi-Fi is enabled, and try restarting
both the drone and the app.

GPS signal lost: Move to an open area away from tall buildings or interference.

Gimbal error: Check for obstructions around the gimbal. Recalibrate the gimbal via the app if necessary.
« Firmware update failed: Ensure stable internet connection and sufficient battery. Try updating again.

+ How to reset your drone: Refer to the DJI Fly app settings for a factory reset option, typically found under "About
Device" or "Advanced Settings."

6. SAFETY AND REGULATIONS

Operating a drone responsibly involves understanding and adhering to local regulations and safety guidelines.

6.1 FAA Registration and Certifications (for U.S. Users)

In the United States, drones weighing 0.55 pounds (250 grams) or more must be registered with the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). Commercial operators may also require specific certifications (e.g., Part 107). Visit the official FAA
website for the latest requirements and registration procedures.

6.2 No-Fly Zones and How to Identify Them

No-Fly Zones (NFZs) are areas where drone operation is restricted or prohibited, such as near airports, military bases,
and critical infrastructure. The DJI Fly app provides geofencing data that alerts you to NFZs. Always check local
regulations and use reliable airspace maps before flying.

6.3 How to Apply for Airspace Authorization

For flights within controlled airspace (e.g., near airports), you may need to apply for airspace authorization. In the U.S.,
this can often be done through the FAA's Low Altitude Authorization and Notification Capability (LAANC) system or
directly through the DJI Fly app for certain zones.

7. SpeciFicaTIONS (Book ProbucT)

These are the specifications for the "DJI AIR 3S DRONE USER GUIDE FOR BEGINNERS" book itself, which is the
product this manual describes.
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8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding the warranty of your DJI Air 3S drone, please refer to the official DJI website or the
documentation included with your drone purchase. This book, being a guide, does not come with a separate warranty for
the drone itself.

For product support related to the DJI Air 3S drone, including technical assistance, repairs, or further inquiries, please visit
the official DJI support channels. For questions regarding the content of this user guide book, please contact the publisher
or author.

« Official DJI Website: www.dji.com

« DJI Support: Refer to the support section on the official DJI website for contact information and FAQs.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
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and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.
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