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SONICAKE QSS-22

SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal User Manual
Model: QSS-22 | Brand: SONICAKE

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal (Model: QSS-22), also known as the Sonic Super Master, is a compact
and versatile effects pedal designed for both guitar and bass. It features a clean boost function with an
adjustable gain range and an integrated buffer to maintain signal integrity. This pedal is engineered to
provide a pure boost without altering your instrument's tone, making it ideal for pushing your amplifier,
driving other pedals, or compensating for signal loss in long cable runs.
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Image: The SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal, a compact white unit with a large white knob, a footswitch, and a toggle
switch.



Image: An overview of the Clean Boost/Buffer Effect Pedal, highlighting its primary function as a clean boost and buffer.

Key Features:

Clean Boost with Buffer: Provides a transparent gain increase while maintaining signal strength.

Adjustable Gain: Offers a gain range from 0dB to +12dB, allowing for subtle volume lifts or
significant boosts.

Footswitch Control: Easy on/off switching for the effect.

Status LED: A red indicator light clearly shows when the pedal is active.

Buffer Function: Activates automatically when the pedal is in bypass status (effect off) to prevent
signal degradation over long cable runs or complex pedalboards.

Compact Design: Mini enclosure saves valuable space on your pedalboard.



Image: The SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal with dimensions labeled: 3.68 inches (93.5mm) length, 1.65 inches (42mm)
width, and 2.05 inches (52mm) height.

Component Identification:



Image: A diagram of the SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal with numbered components for easy identification.

1. DC 9V Input: Power supply connection (9V Center Negative).

2. Buffer Switch: Toggle switch to enable/disable the buffer function when the pedal is bypassed.

3. Boost Knob: Adjusts the gain level from 0dB to +12dB.

4. Output Jack: Connects to your amplifier or next pedal in the signal chain.

5. Input Jack: Connects to your instrument or previous pedal.



6. Status LED: Illuminates red when the pedal effect is active.

7. Footswitch: Engages or disengages the boost effect.

SETUP

Follow these steps to set up your SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal:

1. Power Supply: Connect a standard 9V DC center-negative power supply (not included) to the DC 9V
input jack (1) on the top of the pedal. Ensure the power supply meets the specified voltage and
polarity requirements to avoid damage.

2. Input Connection: Connect your guitar or bass to the Input Jack (5) on the right side of the pedal
using a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable. If using other effects pedals, connect the output of the
preceding pedal to this input.

3. Output Connection: Connect the Output Jack (4) on the left side of the pedal to your amplifier's
input or to the input of the next pedal in your signal chain using a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable.

4. Buffer Switch: Set the Buffer Switch (2) to the desired position. When set to 'ON', the buffer function
will be active even when the pedal's effect is bypassed. When set to 'OFF', the pedal will be true
bypass when disengaged.

Image: The SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal connected and in use on a pedalboard alongside another SONICAKE pedal,
demonstrating a typical setup.



OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once the pedal is properly set up, you can begin using it:

Boost Knob (3):
This large white knob controls the amount of clean gain applied to your signal. Rotate it clockwise to
increase the boost level, up to +12dB. Rotate it counter-clockwise to decrease the boost level, down to 0dB
(unity gain). Start with the knob at a lower setting and gradually increase it to find your desired boost level.

Image: A close-up of the Boost Knob, illustrating its adjustable range from 0dB to +12dB.

Footswitch (7):
Press the footswitch to toggle the boost effect on or off. When the effect is engaged, the Status LED (6)
will illuminate red. When the effect is disengaged, the LED will turn off.



Image: The footswitch on the pedal, indicating its role in switching the effect on or off.

Status LED (6):
The red LED indicates the operational status of the pedal. It lights up when the Clean Boost effect is active
and turns off when the pedal is in bypass mode.



Image: The red Status LED on the pedal, showing its position relative to the other controls.

Buffer Switch (2):
This toggle switch allows you to activate the built-in buffer function even when the pedal's effect is turned
off (bypass status). A buffer helps to maintain your signal's strength and clarity, especially when using long
cables or a large number of true bypass pedals, preventing tone loss due to capacitance. Set it to 'ON' to
engage the buffer in bypass, or 'OFF' for true bypass.



Image: The Buffer Shift Switch, indicating its 'ON' and 'OFF' positions and its function to activate the buffer when the pedal
is in bypass.

MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your SONICAKE Clean Boost
Pedal:

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the pedal's exterior. Avoid using abrasive cleaners, solvents,
or waxes, as these can damage the finish or internal components.

Storage: Store the pedal in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight, extreme temperatures, and
high humidity. If storing for an extended period, disconnect the power supply.

Power Supply: Always use a regulated 9V DC center-negative power supply. Using an incorrect
power supply can damage the pedal and void the warranty. Disconnect the power supply when the
pedal is not in use to prevent unnecessary wear.

Connections: Periodically check all cable connections for wear and tear. Ensure jacks are free of
dust and debris.

TROUBLESHOOTING



If you encounter issues with your SONICAKE Clean Boost Pedal, try the following troubleshooting steps:

No Sound:

Ensure the power supply is correctly connected and functioning.

Check all instrument cables for proper connection and integrity. Try swapping cables.

Verify that your instrument and amplifier are working correctly.

Ensure the footswitch is engaged (Status LED should be red).

Unwanted Noise/Hum:

Ensure you are using a regulated power supply. Unregulated power supplies can introduce
noise.

Check for ground loop issues in your setup. Try isolating the pedal's power or using a different
outlet.

Ensure all cables are shielded and in good condition.

If the buffer is on, try turning it off to see if the noise persists (if using true bypass pedals
before/after).

Effect Not Engaging:

Confirm the power supply is connected and providing power.

Press the footswitch firmly.

Gain Not Changing:

Ensure the Boost Knob is being rotated through its full range.

Verify the pedal is engaged.

If these steps do not resolve the issue, please contact SONICAKE customer support for further assistance.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number QSS-22

Product Dimensions 2.44 x 4.13 x 2.44 inches (62 x 105 x 62 mm)

Item Weight 8.1 ounces (230 Grams)

Body Material Plastic

Power Source DC power supply (9V Center Negative, not included)

Voltage 9 Volts

Connector Type 1/4 inch (6.35mm) audio jack

Hardware Interface 1/4-inch Audio

Signal Format Analog

WARRANTY & SUPPORT



SONICAKE products are designed for reliability and performance. This product comes with a limited
warranty against defects in materials and workmanship under normal use. For specific warranty terms and
conditions, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official SONICAKE
website.

Customer Support:
For technical assistance, troubleshooting, or warranty claims, please contact SONICAKE customer support
through their official website or the retailer where you purchased the product. You can also visit the
SONICAKE Store on Amazon for more information and product resources.

© 2024 SONICAKE. All rights reserved.
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