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101-3244

Instruction Manual: Compatible with Caterpillar 3126
Water Inlet Housing

Model: 101-3244

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information regarding the installation, function, and maintenance of the
Water Inlet Housing, compatible with Caterpillar 3126 engines. This component is crucial for the proper
functioning of your engine's cooling system, ensuring optimal temperature regulation.

ProbucT DESCRIPTION

The Water Inlet Housing (OEM Part# 101-3244, 1013244) is a direct replacement component designed for
compatibility with Caterpillar 3126 diesel engines. It serves as a critical connection point within the engine's
cooling system, facilitating the flow of coolant from the radiator into the engine block. Proper functioning of
this housing is vital for preventing engine overheating and maintaining engine longevity.

o Manufacturer Part Number: 101-3244
o Direct compatibility with Caterpillar 3126 engines.

o Ensures proper coolant circulation.

SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Detail

Manufacturer Machinery and Truck Parts
Part Number 101-3244

Item Model Number 101-3244

ASIN BOD96Y1TDF

Date First Available July 10, 2024
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SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Installation of the Water Inlet Housing should be performed by a qualified mechanic or technician. Incorrect
installation can lead to coolant leaks, engine damage, or other operational issues.

1. Safety First: Ensure the engine is cool and the cooling system is depressurized before beginning
work. Disconnect the battery to prevent accidental starting.

2. Drain Coolant: Completely drain the engine's cooling system into an appropriate container.

3. Remove Old Housing: Carefully disconnect any hoses or sensors attached to the old water inlet
housing. Remove the mounting bolts and gently pry off the old housing. Be prepared for residual
coolant.

4. Clean Mounting Surface: Thoroughly clean the engine block's mounting surface, removing all traces
of old gasket material, corrosion, and debris. A clean surface is critical for a proper seal.

5. Install New Gasket: Place a new, appropriate gasket onto the clean mounting surface or directly
onto the new water inlet housing, as specified by the engine manufacturer.

6. Position New Housing: Carefully position the new water inlet housing onto the engine block,
aligning it with the bolt holes.

7. Secure Housing: Insert and hand-tighten the mounting bolts. Then, tighten them to the
manufacturer's specified torque settings, typically in a crisscross pattern to ensure even pressure.

8. Reconnect Components: Reconnect all hoses and sensors that were removed. Ensure all clamps
are secure.

9. Refill Coolant: Refill the cooling system with the correct type and amount of coolant.

10. Bleed Air: Start the engine and allow it to reach operating temperature. Monitor the coolant level and
bleed any trapped air from the system as per the engine manufacturer's recommendations. Check for
leaks.

Always refer to your specific Caterpillar 3126 engine service manual for detailed, model-specific installation
procedures and torque specifications.

OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The water inlet housing is a passive component that directs the flow of cooled engine coolant from the
radiator back into the engine. It typically houses the thermostat, which regulates the engine's operating
temperature by controlling coolant flow. When the engine is cold, the thermostat remains closed, allowing
the engine to warm up quickly. Once the engine reaches its optimal operating temperature, the thermostat
opens, allowing coolant to circulate through the radiator for cooling. The housing ensures a sealed pathway
for this critical circulation.

MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection of the water inlet housing and surrounding components is recommended as part of
routine engine maintenance. Look for:

o Coolant Leaks: Check for any signs of coolant weeping or dripping around the housing, hoses, or
gasket.

« Corrosion: Inspect the housing for signs of corrosion, especially around the gasket mating surfaces.

+ Hose Condition: Ensure that hoses connected to the housing are pliable, free of cracks, bulges, or
excessive hardness.



» Thermostat Function (if applicable): While the housing itself doesn't operate, a malfunctioning
thermostat housed within it can lead to overheating or underheating.

Address any issues promptly to prevent more significant engine problems.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Issues related to the water inlet housing are typically associated with coolant leaks or thermostat problems
(if the thermostat is housed within it). Common symptoms and potential causes include:

o Coolant Leaks:

o

Cause: Damaged or improperly installed gasket.

o

Cause: Cracked or corroded housing.

o

Cause: Loose hose clamps or damaged hoses.

o

Solution: Inspect for visible leaks. Replace gasket, housing, or hoses as necessary. Tighten
clamps.

+ Engine Overheating (if thermostat is housed):

o Cause: Stuck closed thermostat.

o Solution: Replace the thermostat.
« Engine Running Cold (if thermostat is housed):

o Cause: Stuck open thermostat.

o Solution: Replace the thermostat.

If you suspect a problem with your cooling system, it is advisable to consult a professional mechanic.

ProbucT IMAGES

Image 1: Top-down view of the yellow water

inlet housing, showcasing its overall shape
and connection points. The housing is
resting on a metal grate.



Image 2: An angled side view of the water
inlet housing, providing a different
perspective on its design and the various
outlets for hoses or sensors. The yellow
paint shows some wear.

Image 3: A detailed close-up of the part
number "101-3244" stamped directly onto
the surface of the water inlet housing,
confirming its OEM identification.

Image 4: This view shows the primary
opening of the water inlet housing, likely
where it connects to the engine block, along
with several smaller ports for coolant lines or
sensors. A square opening is visible at the
top.

Image 5: A close-up shot of the main circular



opening of the water inlet housing, revealing
the internal passage for coolant flow and the
surrounding bolt holes for mounting.

Image 6: A detailed view of the square
opening at the top of the housing, which
might be for a thermostat or another

component. The internal surfaces show
some signs of use or minor corrosion.

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Specific warranty information for this product is not provided in the available documentation. For details
regarding warranty coverage or technical support, please contact the seller, Machinery and Truck Parts,
directly or refer to their official website if available. Always retain your proof of purchase for any warranty
claims.
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