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Donner DST-550 39-Inch Electric Guitar Instruction Manual

1. Introduction

This manual provides essential information for the setup, operation, and maintenance of your Donner DST-
550 39-inch Electric Guitar. Please read through these instructions carefully to ensure proper use and to
maximize the lifespan of your instrument.

2. Product Overview

The Donner DST-550 is a 39-inch electric guitar featuring a solid double-cut poplar body, a carbonized
maple neck, and a versatile 7-tone selection system with ThunderForge pickups. It is designed for both
intermediate and professional players.

KEY COMPONENTS

Headstock: Houses the tuning machines and nut.

Tuning Machines: 18:1 locking tuners for stable tuning and efficient string changes.

Nut: Guides the strings from the headstock to the neck.

Neck: Carbonized Canadian maple, C-shaped profile for comfortable playability.

Fretboard: Maple fretboard with frets for note articulation.

Pickups: ThunderForge ceramic pickups (switchable humbucker and two single coils).

Pickup Selector: 5-way switch for selecting different pickup combinations.

Tone/Volume Knobs: Controls for adjusting the output volume and tone.

Tremolo Bridge: Two-point locking tremolo system for pitch modulation.

Output Jack: 1/4" (6.35mm) audio jack for connecting to an amplifier.

Strap Buttons: For attaching a guitar strap.

Body: Premium poplar body with a double-cut design.

https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/qa/
https://manuals.plus/deep-search/
https://manuals.plus/upload
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/donner




Figure 2.1: Front view of the Donner DST-550 Electric Guitar, showcasing its double-cut body and pickup configuration.

Figure 2.2: Rear view of the headstock, highlighting the Donner Designer Series branding and tuning machines.

3. Setup

3.1 UNPACKING AND INITIAL INSPECTION

Carefully remove the guitar from its packaging and the included 600D waterproof nylon Oxford gig bag.

Inspect the guitar for any visible damage that may have occurred during shipping.

Ensure all accessories, such as the tremolo arm and any included tools, are present.



3.2 ATTACHING THE STRAP

Attach your guitar strap to the strap buttons located on the body of the guitar. Ensure the strap is securely
fastened before playing.

3.3 TUNING THE GUITAR

The DST-550 is equipped with 18:1 locking tuning machines for enhanced tuning stability. Use an electronic
tuner to tune your guitar to standard pitch (E-A-D-G-B-e). The locking tuners minimize tuning issues and
make string changes more efficient.

3.4 CONNECTING TO AN AMPLIFIER

Connect one end of a 1/4" (6.35mm) instrument cable to the output jack on your guitar and the other end to
your amplifier's input. Ensure your amplifier is turned on and set to a low volume before playing.

Video 3.1: An overview of the Donner DST-550 Electric Guitar, demonstrating its features and design.

4. Operating the Guitar

4.1 PICKUP SELECTOR (7-TONE SELECTION SYSTEM)

The DST-550 features a 5-way pickup selector switch and an independent toggle switch, offering 7 distinct
tone options. This system allows you to switch between the humbucker and two single-coil ThunderForge
pickups, providing a range of sounds from classic clean to modern high-gain.

Position 1 (Neck): Activates the neck single-coil pickup for warm, mellow tones.

Position 2 (Neck + Middle): Combines the neck and middle single-coil pickups for a bright, articulate
sound.

Position 3 (Middle): Activates the middle single-coil pickup for balanced, clear tones.

Position 4 (Middle + Bridge): Combines the middle single-coil and bridge humbucker pickups for a
fuller, punchier sound.

Position 5 (Bridge): Activates the bridge humbucker pickup for powerful, high-output tones.

Independent Toggle Switch: Engages additional tone options, including single-coil mode for classic
clarity.



Figure 4.1: Diagram illustrating the 5-way pickup selector positions and the independent toggle switch for 7-tone selection.

4.2 VOLUME AND TONE CONTROLS

Use the volume knob to adjust the overall output level of the guitar. The tone knobs allow you to shape the
treble frequencies, providing further control over your sound.

4.3 USING THE TREMOLO BRIDGE

The two-point locking tremolo bridge allows for pitch bending effects. Gently push or pull the tremolo arm to
raise or lower the pitch of the strings. Use sparingly to maintain tuning stability.

Video 4.2: Sound test demonstrating the split-coil humbucker pickup on the Donner DST-550 Electric Guitar.



5. Maintenance

5.1 CLEANING THE GUITAR

After each use, wipe down the strings, fretboard, and body with a soft, dry cloth to remove sweat and
grime.

For the body, use a guitar-specific polish occasionally to maintain its finish.

For the fretboard, use a lemon oil or fretboard conditioner periodically to prevent drying and cracking.

5.2 STRING REPLACEMENT

Replace strings regularly, as old strings can affect tone and playability. The 18:1 locking tuners simplify this
process: simply loosen the string, insert the new string through the tuner post, lock it, and tune to pitch.
Nickel steel strings are recommended.

5.3 STORAGE

When not in use, store your guitar in its included 600D waterproof nylon Oxford gig bag to protect it from
dust, scratches, and environmental changes. Avoid extreme temperatures and humidity, which can damage
the wood.

6. Troubleshooting

6.1 TUNING INSTABILITY

Check strings: Ensure strings are properly installed and stretched. Old strings can lose tuning
stability.

Lubricate nut: A small amount of graphite in the nut slots can reduce friction.

Tremolo use: Excessive use of the tremolo arm can affect tuning. Ensure the locking mechanism is
secure.

6.2 BUZZING STRINGS

Check action: String height (action) may be too low. Adjust the bridge saddles or truss rod if
necessary (professional setup recommended for truss rod adjustments).

Fret wear: Worn frets can cause buzzing. This may require professional fret leveling or replacement.

Neck relief: The neck may need adjustment via the truss rod. Consult a qualified guitar technician.

6.3 NO SOUND FROM AMPLIFIER

Check connections: Ensure all cables are securely plugged into the guitar, amplifier, and power
source.

Volume controls: Verify that the guitar's volume knob and amplifier's volume are turned up.

Battery (if applicable): If using active pickups (not standard on DST-550 but common), check the
battery.

Faulty cable: Try a different instrument cable to rule out a faulty connection.

7. Specifications

Feature Specification



Model DST-550

Body Material Poplar

Neck Material Carbonized Maple

Fretboard Material Maple

Number of Strings 6

Scale Length 39 inches

Pickups ThunderForge Ceramic (Humbucker + 2 Single Coils)

Tuning Machines 18:1 Locking Tuners

Bridge System 2-Point Locking Tremolo

Item Weight 11.88 pounds

Package Dimensions 42.5 x 15 x 4 inches

8. Warranty and Support

For warranty information, technical support, or any questions regarding your Donner DST-550 Electric
Guitar, please refer to the official Donner website or contact customer service directly. Keep your proof of
purchase for warranty claims.
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