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GRABOTE Car Radio Stereo Wiring Harness Adapter
Connector User Manual
Model: Wiring Harness Adapter Connector

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the GRABOTE Car Radio Stereo Wiring Harness Adapter Connector.
This product is designed to facilitate the installation of an aftermarket car stereo by providing a direct
connection to the vehicle's factory wiring harness without the need for cutting or splicing original wires. It
ensures a consistent and simplified installation process.
The harness features a 16-pin connector for power and four speakers, adhering to standard color-coded
wiring for ease of use.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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Image 2.1: The GRABOTE 16-pin car radio stereo wiring harness adapter connector. This image displays the full wiring
harness with its multi-colored wires and the black plastic connector housing.

Key Features:

16-Pin Connector: Provides connections for power and four speakers.

Factory Specification Design: Engineered to match original factory specifications for reliable
performance.

Plug-and-Play Installation: Connects directly to the factory harness, eliminating the need for wire
cutting.

Standard Color-Coded Wires: Ensures a simplified and consistent installation process.

High Reliability: Constructed with professional pure core wiring for excellent conductivity and
durability.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This wiring harness is designed for straightforward installation. Follow these steps to connect your
aftermarket car radio stereo:

1. Verify Compatibility: Ensure your vehicle's make, model, and year are listed in the compatibility
section (Section 6).

2. Disconnect Power: Before beginning any electrical work, disconnect the vehicle's battery to prevent
electrical shorts or damage.

3. Access Factory Harness: Carefully remove the existing car stereo and access the vehicle's factory
wiring harness connector.

4. Connect Aftermarket Stereo Wires: Connect the wires from your aftermarket car stereo to the
corresponding color-coded wires on the GRABOTE wiring harness. Refer to your aftermarket stereo's
instruction manual for its specific wiring diagram.



Image 3.1: The car radio stereo harness with its standard color-coded wires, shown above a car's dashboard. This
illustrates how the harness plugs into the factory system without cutting wires, simplifying installation.

5. Connect Harness to Vehicle: Plug the GRABOTE wiring harness adapter connector into the
vehicle's factory wiring harness connector. Ensure a secure and firm connection.



Image 3.2: A visual representation of the wiring harness, highlighting its design according to original factory
specifications. This ensures a precise fit and reliable connection with the vehicle's existing electrical system.

6. Verify Pin Configuration: Before finalizing the installation, it is recommended to verify the pin
configuration of the harness with your vehicle's specific wiring diagram, rather than relying solely on
wire colors, to ensure correct connections.



Image 3.3: The wiring harness with pre-stripped, color-coded wires, positioned above a car dashboard. The image
emphasizes the importance of checking the pins for a perfect match, not just the wire colors, for optimal installation.

7. Test System: Reconnect the vehicle's battery and test the aftermarket stereo to ensure all functions
(power, audio, etc.) are working correctly.

8. Secure Installation: Once confirmed operational, secure the stereo and wiring harness in place.

Note: Professional installation is recommended if you are unfamiliar with car audio wiring.

4. FUNCTIONALITY

The GRABOTE Car Radio Stereo Wiring Harness Adapter Connector serves as an intermediary
component, translating the vehicle's factory wiring into a format compatible with aftermarket car stereos. Its
primary function is to:

Provide Power: Deliver necessary power connections to the aftermarket stereo.

Transmit Audio Signals: Route audio signals from the stereo to the vehicle's speakers.

Maintain Vehicle Integrity: Allow for stereo upgrades without modifying the original vehicle wiring,
preserving its integrity and simplifying future changes.



Image 4.1: The wiring harness displayed alongside various car interior dashboards, illustrating its application in
connecting aftermarket stereos to different vehicle models.

5. MAINTENANCE

The GRABOTE wiring harness is a passive component and requires minimal maintenance. To ensure long-
term reliability:

Secure Connections: Ensure all connections remain firm and free from vibration.

Environmental Protection: Keep the harness away from excessive moisture, heat, or physical
stress.

Periodic Inspection: If issues arise, visually inspect the harness for any signs of damage or
corrosion.



6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues after installing the wiring harness, consider the following troubleshooting steps:

No Power to Stereo:

Check the vehicle's fuse box for any blown fuses related to the stereo or accessory power.

Ensure the harness is securely plugged into both the aftermarket stereo and the vehicle's
factory harness.

Verify that the power wires (typically yellow for constant, red for accessory) are correctly
connected.

No Sound from Speakers:

Confirm that all speaker wires (e.g., green, purple, white, gray pairs) are correctly matched and
connected to the aftermarket stereo.

Check the balance and fader settings on your aftermarket stereo.

Ensure speaker wires are not shorting against each other or the vehicle's chassis.

Intermittent Functionality:

Inspect all connections for looseness or corrosion.

Ensure the ground wire is securely connected to a clean, unpainted metal surface on the
vehicle chassis.

Incorrect Pin Configuration:

As mentioned in the setup, always cross-reference the pin layout with your vehicle's specific
wiring diagram, especially if issues persist despite correct color matching.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Product Name GRABOTE Car Radio Stereo Wiring Harness Adapter Connector

Model Number Wiring Harness Adapter Connector

Brand GRABOTE

Connector Type 16-pin

Functionality Power and 4 Speaker connections

ASIN B0D5YCQLM7

Date First Available June 3, 2024

Compatible Vehicles (Partial List):

This harness is compatible with a range of vehicles. Please verify your specific vehicle's wiring
requirements before installation.

For Mercedes-Benz: ML320/ML430 (1998-1999), C-Class (2001-2004), CLK (2001-2005), Sprinter
(2007-2013), C320 (2001-2004)

For Volkswagen: Beetle (1998-2010), Cabrio (1993-2002), Euro Van (1992-1997, 2002-2003), GTI
(1995-2001), Golf (1986-2001), Jetta (1980-2002), Passat (1990-2000)



For Audi: A4 (1996-2002), A6 (1998-2003), A8 (1997-2003), Cabriolet (1996-1998), S6 (1992-1996),
S8 (2000-2003), TT (2000-2005), 90 Series (1988-1991), 100 Series (1989-1994, 1989-1991)

Other Compatible Vehicles: Dodge Sprinter (van) (2007-2011), Land Rover Freelander (2002-
2006), Pontiac GTO (2004-2006)
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