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1. INTRODUCTION

This instruction manual provides detailed guidance for the Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly.
This component is crucial for the proper functioning of your dryer, responsible for rotating the drum belt to turn the
drum during the drying cycle. This manual covers essential safety information, product overview, installation
procedures, and specifications to ensure correct usage and longevity of the part.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Before attempting any installation, maintenance, or repair on your dryer, it is imperative to disconnect
the appliance from its power source. Unplug the dryer or shut off the house circuit breaker to prevent electrical
shock or injury. This motor assembly is designed for use only in clothes dryers. Always follow local electrical codes
and safety guidelines.
Replacing this part requires basic hand tools, some disassembly of the dryer, and novice repair experience. If you
are unsure about any step, consult a qualified technician.
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Image: A close-up view of the dryer motor assembly showing a yellow warning label. The label advises to unplug the dryer
before servicing and to use the motor only in a clothes dryer.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW



The Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly is a genuine Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) part
designed to meet Whirlpool's engineering standards. It ensures the quality and performance of your appliance.
This motor assembly is compatible with many Whirlpool and Maytag dryers. Always verify compatibility with your
specific dryer model number before installation.

3.1. What's Included

Whirlpool W11549461 Genuine OEM Dryer Motor Assembly Replacement Part

3.2. Product Views

Image: An angled view of the Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly, showcasing its copper windings and
metal frame.



Image: A side view of the Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly, highlighting its compact structure.

4. INSTALLATION

The installation of the W11549461 Dryer Motor Assembly requires careful attention to safety and proper



procedure. It replaces part number W11492434.

4.1. Preparation

1. Disconnect Power: As stated in the safety section, unplug the dryer or turn off the circuit breaker before
beginning.

2. Gather Tools: Ensure you have basic hand tools such as screwdrivers, wrenches, and possibly pliers.

3. Access the Motor: This typically involves disassembling parts of the dryer, such as the front panel, top
panel, or rear panel, depending on your specific dryer model. Refer to your dryer's service manual for exact
disassembly instructions.

4.2. Removal of Old Motor

1. Document Connections: Take photos or make diagrams of all electrical connections and belt routing
before disconnecting anything.

2. Disconnect Wiring: Carefully disconnect all electrical wires from the old motor.

3. Remove Belt: Release tension on the dryer belt and remove it from the motor pulley.

4. Unmount Motor: Remove any mounting screws or brackets securing the old motor in place. Carefully
extract the old motor.

4.3. Installation of New Motor

1. Position New Motor: Place the new W11549461 motor assembly into the dryer, aligning it with the
mounting points.

2. Secure Motor: Fasten the motor with its mounting screws or brackets. Ensure it is stable and securely in
place.

3. Connect Belt: Route the dryer belt correctly around the new motor pulley and the drum, ensuring proper
tension.

4. Reconnect Wiring: Connect all electrical wires to the new motor, referring to your previously taken photos
or diagrams. Ensure all connections are secure.

4.4. Post-Installation

1. Reassemble Dryer: Carefully reassemble all dryer panels and components that were removed.

2. Restore Power: Plug the dryer back into the electrical outlet or turn on the circuit breaker.

3. Test Operation: Run a short cycle to ensure the dryer operates correctly, the drum spins, and there are no
unusual noises.

5. OPERATING

Once the Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly is correctly installed, it functions as an integral part
of your dryer's operation. The motor drives the drum, allowing clothes to tumble and dry efficiently. No specific
operational steps are required for the motor itself beyond ensuring the dryer functions as intended after
installation.

6. MAINTENANCE

The W11549461 Dryer Motor Assembly is designed for durability and typically requires no direct maintenance.
However, ensuring the overall health of your dryer can contribute to the motor's longevity:

Clean Lint Trap: Regularly clean the lint trap before or after every load to maintain proper airflow and
prevent overheating, which can stress the motor.



Inspect Venting: Periodically check and clean the dryer's exhaust vent to ensure it is free from
obstructions. Restricted airflow can cause the dryer to work harder and potentially shorten the motor's
lifespan.

Check Drum Belt: If you notice any issues with the drum spinning, inspect the drum belt for wear, cracks, or
proper tension. A worn belt can put undue strain on the motor.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If your dryer is experiencing issues after installing the W11549461 motor assembly, consider the following
troubleshooting steps:

Dryer Not Starting:

Ensure the dryer is properly plugged in and the circuit breaker is on.

Check if the door switch is functioning correctly. The dryer will not start if the door is not fully closed.

Verify all electrical connections to the motor are secure.

Drum Not Spinning:

Inspect the drum belt for breakage or if it has come off the pulleys.

Check for any obstructions preventing the drum from turning freely.

Listen for any humming sounds from the motor without the drum turning, which might indicate a
capacitor issue (if applicable) or a seized motor.

Unusual Noises:

Squealing or grinding noises could indicate worn idler pulleys, rollers, or a failing motor bearing.

Ensure no foreign objects are inside the dryer drum or blower housing.

If these steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a professional appliance technician.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Brand Name Whirlpool

Model Info W11549461

Item Weight 8.56 pounds

Package Dimensions 18.25 x 7 x 7 inches

Item Model Number W11549461

Part Number W11549461

Form Factor Front Load

Color Stainless Steel

Access Location Front Load



Included Components Whirlpool W11549461 Genuine OEM Dryer Motor Assembly Replacement Part

Batteries Included? No

Batteries Required? No

Date First Available May 2, 2024

Specification Detail

9. WARRANTY & SUPPORT

The Whirlpool W11549461 OEM Dryer Motor Assembly comes with a One-Year Warranty. This warranty covers
defects in materials and workmanship under normal use. For warranty claims or technical support, please contact
Whirlpool customer service. Ensure you have your product model number and proof of purchase available when
contacting support.
For further assistance or to locate authorized service providers, visit the official Whirlpool website or refer to the
contact information provided with your original dryer appliance.

Image: A graphic stating that Whirlpool Genuine OEM Parts are designed specifically for your appliance, meet tested
engineering standards, and are crafted to ensure the quality of your appliance. It also features logos for KitchenAid,
Maytag, Amana, and JennAir.
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