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Akai Professional Recording Studio Package
User Manual

MPK Mini MK3 USB MIDI Keyboard Controller & M-Audio AIR 192I4 Audio Interface

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your Akai
Professional Recording Studio Package. This package includes the Akai Professional MPK Mini MK3 USB MIDI
Keyboard Controller and the M-Audio AIR 192I4 Audio Interface. Please read this manual thoroughly to ensure
proper use and to maximize the performance of your equipment.
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Image 1.1: The Akai Professional Recording Studio Package, featuring the MPK Mini MK3 MIDI keyboard controller and the M-Audio
AIR 192I4 audio interface.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

2.1 Akai Professional MPK Mini MK3
The MPK Mini MK3 is a compact USB MIDI keyboard controller designed for music production. It features:

25 Velocity-Sensitive Mini Keys: For melodic and harmonic input.

8 Backlit MPC-Style Pads: Velocity-sensitive pads with Note Repeat and Full Level functions for drum
programming and sample triggering.

4-Way Thumbstick: Provides dynamic control over pitch and modulation.

8 Assignable Q-Link Knobs: For controlling virtual instruments, effects, and DAW parameters.

Built-in Arpeggiator: With adjustable resolution, range, and modes.



OLED Display: For visual feedback on parameters and settings.

Image 2.1: The Akai MPK Mini MK3, highlighting its assignable controls including keys, pads, and knobs.

2.2 M-Audio AIR 192I4 Audio Interface
The M-Audio AIR 192I4 is a USB audio interface providing high-resolution audio recording and monitoring. Key
features include:

24-bit/192kHz Resolution: For professional-grade audio capture.

Crystal Preamps: Transparent preamplifiers for clean and accurate sound.

Inputs: One XLR+1/4" TRS combo input and one 1/4" instrument input.

Outputs: Stereo 1/4" main outputs and a 1/4" headphone output with independent level control.

USB/Direct Knob: For zero-latency monitoring.

Phantom Power: +48V phantom power for condenser microphones.

VU LED Meters: For visual monitoring of input levels.

Rugged Metal Chassis: Durable construction for studio and portable use.



Image 2.2: The M-Audio AIR 192I4 audio interface, showcasing its feature-packed front panel with controls and input options.

3. SETUP

3.1 Unboxing and Component Identification
Carefully remove all components from the packaging. Ensure you have the following items:

Akai Professional MPK Mini MK3 USB MIDI Keyboard Controller



M-Audio AIR 192I4 Audio Interface

USB Cable (for MPK Mini MK3)

USB-A to USB-C Cable (for AIR 192I4)

USB-C to USB-C Cable (for AIR 192I4)

Software Download Cards/Instructions

3.2 Software Installation
Before connecting your hardware, install the necessary software:

1. Register Your Products: Visit the Akai Professional and M-Audio websites to register your MPK Mini MK3
and AIR 192I4. This will grant access to included software and drivers.

2. Download Drivers: Download and install the latest drivers for the M-Audio AIR 192I4 from the M-Audio
website. The MPK Mini MK3 is class-compliant and typically does not require separate drivers for basic
functionality.

3. Install DAW and Virtual Instruments: Install your preferred Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) software (e.g.,
Ableton Live Lite, MPC Beats, Pro Tools First) and any included virtual instruments or plugins.

3.3 Connecting the MPK Mini MK3
Connect the MPK Mini MK3 to an available USB port on your computer using the provided USB cable. The device is
USB-powered and will automatically power on.

3.4 Connecting the M-Audio AIR 192I4
Connect the AIR 192I4 to an available USB port on your computer using either the USB-A to USB-C or USB-C to
USB-C cable. The interface is USB-powered. Once connected, ensure your computer recognizes the device.



Image 3.1: Demonstrating the connectivity of the M-Audio AIR 192I4, showing a guitar connected to the instrument input and the
interface connected to a laptop via USB.

3.5 Initial Configuration in Your DAW
Open your DAW and navigate to its audio/MIDI settings or preferences. Select the M-Audio AIR 192I4 as your audio
input and output device. Ensure the Akai MPK Mini MK3 is recognized as a MIDI input device.



Image 3.2: A user operating the Akai MPK Mini MK3, demonstrating its integration with a music production application on a laptop.

4. OPERATING THE MPK MINI MK3

4.1 Keyboard and Pad Functions

Keys: Play the 25 mini keys to input notes. Velocity sensitivity allows for expressive performances.

Pads: Use the 8 MPC-style pads to trigger drums, samples, or clips.

Note Repeat: Press and hold the Note Repeat button while striking a pad to automatically repeat the note at a
set tempo.

Full Level: Activates maximum velocity for pads, regardless of how hard they are struck.

4.2 Q-Link Knobs and Thumbstick

Q-Link Knobs: Rotate these 8 knobs to control parameters in your DAW or virtual instruments. Assignments
can often be customized within your software.

4-Way Thumbstick: Move the thumbstick left/right for pitch bend and up/down for modulation.

4.3 Arpeggiator and OLED Display



Arpeggiator: Activate the arpeggiator to automatically play sequences of notes from held keys. Adjust
resolution, range, and mode using the dedicated controls and OLED display.

OLED Display: Provides real-time feedback on parameter changes, arpeggiator settings, and other device
information.

Image 4.1: Detailed view of the Akai MPK Mini MK3's essential production tools, including the OLED display, arpeggiator controls,
and sustain pedal input.

5. OPERATING THE M-AUDIO AIR 192I4

5.1 Input Connections and Gain Control

XLR+1/4" TRS Combo Input: Connect microphones (XLR) or line-level instruments (1/4" TRS).

1/4" Instrument Input: Connect guitars, basses, or other high-impedance instruments.

Gain Knobs: Adjust the input gain for each channel to achieve optimal recording levels. Monitor the VU LED
meters to avoid clipping (red LEDs).

Phantom Power: Press the +48V button to supply phantom power to condenser microphones connected via
the XLR input. Ensure phantom power is only used when required by your microphone.

5.2 Monitoring and Outputs



USB/Direct Knob: This knob blends the direct input signal with the audio playback from your computer. Turn
towards 'Direct' for zero-latency monitoring of your input signal.

Headphone Output: Connect headphones to the 1/4" headphone jack. Use the dedicated headphone volume
knob to adjust the listening level.

Main Outputs: Connect your studio monitors to the stereo 1/4" main outputs. Adjust the large central volume
knob to control the overall output level.

Image 5.1: A musician recording a guitar track using the M-Audio AIR 192I4, illustrating its capability for capturing detailed audio at
24-bit/192kHz resolution.

6. MAINTENANCE

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to clean the surfaces of both devices. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Storage: Store the devices in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Software Updates: Periodically check the Akai Professional and M-Audio websites for firmware and driver
updates to ensure optimal performance and compatibility.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

7.1 No Sound from Audio Interface



Check Connections: Ensure all cables (USB, monitors, headphones) are securely connected.

Volume Levels: Verify that the main volume knob, headphone volume knob, and input gain knobs on the AIR
192I4 are turned up. Check volume levels in your computer's operating system and DAW.

DAW Settings: Confirm that the M-Audio AIR 192I4 is selected as the audio input and output device in your
DAW's preferences.

Direct Monitoring: Adjust the USB/Direct knob to blend between direct input and DAW playback.

7.2 MPK Mini MK3 Not Responding

USB Connection: Ensure the USB cable is firmly connected to both the MPK Mini MK3 and your computer.
Try a different USB port or cable.

DAW MIDI Settings: Verify that the MPK Mini MK3 is enabled as a MIDI input device in your DAW's
preferences.

Power: As the MPK Mini MK3 is USB-powered, ensure your USB port is providing sufficient power.

7.3 Software Not Recognizing Devices

Driver Installation: For the AIR 192I4, ensure the latest drivers are correctly installed.

Restart: Restart your computer and DAW after installing drivers or making significant changes.

USB Hubs: If using a USB hub, try connecting the devices directly to your computer's USB ports.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

8.1 Akai Professional MPK Mini MK3

Keys: 25 velocity-sensitive mini keys

Pads: 8 velocity-sensitive, backlit MPC-style pads (2 banks, 16 total)

Knobs: 8 assignable Q-Link knobs

Controllers: 4-way thumbstick for pitch/modulation

Arpeggiator: Yes

Display: OLED

Connectivity: USB-B port

Power: USB-powered

Compatible Devices: Mac/PC

8.2 M-Audio AIR 192I4 Audio Interface

Resolution: 24-bit/192kHz

Preamps: Crystal Preamps

Inputs: (1) XLR+1/4" TRS combo, (1) 1/4" instrument

Outputs: (2) 1/4" TRS main outputs, (1) 1/4" headphone output

Monitoring: USB/Direct balance knob for zero-latency monitoring

Phantom Power: +48V switchable

Connectivity: USB-C (compatible with USB-A via included cable)

Power: USB-powered

Compatible Devices: Mac/PC

9. WARRANTY INFORMATION



Akai Professional and M-Audio products typically come with a limited warranty. Please refer to the warranty card
included with your product or visit the official Akai Professional and M-Audio websites for detailed warranty terms
and conditions specific to your region and product model.

10. SUPPORT

For technical support, product registration, or additional resources, please visit the official support pages:

Akai Professional Support

M-Audio Support

You can also find frequently asked questions, software downloads, and community forums on these websites.
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