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User Manual: SGL Transmission Drive Belt
For Mtd RS 125/96 B Lawn Tractor (OEM Part Number 754-05040)

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the proper installation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your SGL
Transmission Drive Belt, part number 754-05040. This high-quality replacement belt is designed to fit Mtd Lawn
Tractor Model RS 125/96 B, ensuring reliable power transmission and extending the life of your equipment. Please
read this manual thoroughly before attempting any installation or maintenance procedures.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Always prioritize safety when working with machinery. Failure to follow these safety guidelines may result in injury or
damage to equipment.

Disconnect Power: Before beginning any work on the lawn tractor, ensure the engine is off, the spark plug
wire is disconnected, and the battery is disconnected (if applicable) to prevent accidental starting.

Allow Cooling: Allow the engine and all components to cool down completely before handling to avoid burns.

Wear Protective Gear: Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including safety
glasses and gloves.

Secure the Machine: Ensure the lawn tractor is on a flat, stable surface and properly chocked to prevent
movement during maintenance.

Use Correct Tools: Use only the appropriate tools for the job.

Consult Tractor Manual: Refer to your specific Mtd lawn tractor's owner's manual for detailed instructions on
accessing and replacing the transmission drive belt, as procedures may vary.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW AND COMPATIBILITY

The SGL Transmission Drive Belt (OEM Part Number 754-05040) is a premium aftermarket replacement part. It is
specifically engineered for the Mtd Lawn Tractor Model RS 125/96 B. This belt features high-strength fibres for
resistance to stretching and a premium rubber compound to prevent cracking, ensuring long-lasting performance
and precise power delivery.
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Figure 3.1: The SGL Transmission Drive Belt, a high-quality replacement part for lawn tractors.

Figure 3.2: Diagram illustrating the V-belt cross-section, highlighting its robust construction for efficient power transmission.

4. INSTALLATION (SETUP)

Replacing the transmission drive belt requires careful attention. Always refer to your Mtd RS 125/96 B lawn tractor's
service manual for specific, detailed instructions and diagrams. The following are general steps:

1. Prepare the Tractor: Park the lawn tractor on a level surface, engage the parking brake, turn off the engine,
remove the ignition key, and disconnect the spark plug wire. Allow the engine to cool.

2. Access the Belt: Depending on your tractor model, you may need to remove the cutting deck, protective
covers, or other components to gain access to the transmission and drive belt pulleys.

3. Relieve Tension: Locate the belt tensioner or idler pulley mechanism. Use appropriate tools to relieve tension
on the old belt.

4. Remove Old Belt: Carefully remove the old belt from all pulleys, noting its routing path. It can be helpful to
take photos or draw a diagram of the belt's path before removal.

5. Install New Belt: Route the new SGL transmission drive belt exactly as the old one was. Ensure it is seated
correctly in all pulley grooves.

6. Apply Tension: Re-engage the tensioner mechanism, ensuring the belt has proper tension. The belt should
be snug but not overly tight.

7. Reassemble: Reinstall any covers, the cutting deck, or other components that were removed.

8. Test Operation: Reconnect the spark plug wire. Start the engine and slowly engage the transmission to
ensure the belt is functioning correctly and there are no unusual noises or slipping.



Figure 4.1: Exploded diagram of the Mtd RS 125/96 B lawn tractor's transmission area, with the drive belt path highlighted (item 37).

5. OPERATION (BELT FUNCTION)

The transmission drive belt is a critical component that transfers power from the engine to the transmission system
of your Mtd lawn tractor. Its V-shape design ensures efficient grip and power transfer, allowing the tractor to move
forward and backward. Proper tension and condition of the belt are essential for smooth and effective operation of
the mower's drive system. A well-functioning belt ensures consistent speed and power delivery to the wheels.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular inspection and maintenance of your transmission drive belt will prolong its life and ensure optimal
performance of your lawn tractor.

Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the belt for signs of wear, such as cracks, fraying, glazing (shiny
spots), or excessive stretching. Check for any foreign objects lodged in the pulleys or around the belt.

Cleanliness: Keep the belt and pulleys free from dirt, grass clippings, oil, and other debris that can cause
slippage or premature wear.

Proper Tension: Ensure the belt maintains proper tension. A belt that is too loose will slip, causing loss of
power and excessive heat. A belt that is too tight can put undue stress on bearings and pulleys. Refer to your
tractor's manual for correct tensioning procedures.

Replacement: Replace the belt if it shows significant signs of wear, damage, or if it frequently slips. The
lifespan of a belt depends on usage and operating conditions.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your lawn tractor's drive system, the transmission belt may be a contributing factor.
Here are some common problems and potential solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Tractor not moving or
moving slowly

Belt slipping; Belt worn or
broken; Incorrect belt tension

Inspect belt for wear/damage and replace if necessary;
Adjust belt tension according to tractor manual.

Squealing or grinding
noise from drive system

Belt slipping; Misaligned
pulleys; Worn bearings in
pulleys

Check belt tension; Inspect pulley alignment; Replace
worn pulleys or bearings.

Excessive vibration
Damaged or unevenly worn
belt; Misaligned pulleys

Inspect and replace damaged belt; Check and correct
pulley alignment.

Belt frequently coming
off pulleys

Incorrect belt size; Worn or bent
pulleys; Improper tension

Ensure correct belt (754-05040) is installed; Inspect
pulleys for damage; Adjust tension.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical details for the SGL Transmission Drive Belt:

Part Number: 754-05040 (OEM Replacement)

SGL Model Number: SGLPN00000025328

Compatible Devices: Mtd RS 125/96 B Lawn Tractor

Material: Premium Rubber Compound

Belt Style: V-Belt

Key Features: High Strength Belt Fibres for exceptional resistance to stretching, Premium quality rubber
compound to prevent cracking, Precise tolerances to ISO standards.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

This SGL product is manufactured to high standards for durability and performance. For information regarding
returns or product support, please refer to the retailer's return policy or contact SGL customer service through their
official channels. As a general guideline, a 30-day return policy is typically offered for this product from the date of
purchase. Please retain your proof of purchase for any warranty or support claims.

© 2024 SGL. All rights reserved.
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