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AA-Racks APX25-Lite Extendable Aluminum
Truck Ladder Rack

Instruction Manual

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides detailed instructions for the safe and proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your AA-
Racks APX25-Lite Extendable Aluminum Truck Ladder Rack. Please read this manual thoroughly before assembly and
use to ensure optimal performance and safety. Retain this manual for future reference.

Figure 1: AA-Racks APX25-Lite Ladder Rack on a pickup truck.

https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/aa-racks


2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Adherence to the following safety guidelines is crucial for preventing injury and damage to property.

Load Capacity: Do not exceed the maximum load capacity of 800 lbs. Ensure the load is evenly distributed across
the rack.

Secure Loads: Always secure items firmly to the ladder rack using appropriate tie-downs. Regularly check the
security of your load during transit.

Installation: Ensure all clamps and fasteners are tightened according to instructions. Periodically check for
tightness, especially after initial use.

Vehicle Compatibility: Verify that your truck is compatible with this ladder rack. Refer to the compatibility section
below.

Overhead Clearance: Be aware of increased vehicle height when carrying loads. Check for overhead clearances
before entering garages, carports, or low-clearance areas.

Driving: Adjust driving speed and style to account for the added weight and wind resistance of the ladder rack and
its load.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all components are present before beginning installation. If any parts are missing or damaged, contact AA-
Racks customer support.

Front and Rear Upright Assemblies

Extendable Crossbars

Adjustable Load Support Brackets (4)

Universal Mounting Clamps (8)

Nylon Endcaps with Stainless Steel Hooks

Hardware Kit (bolts, nuts, washers)

Instruction Manual

4. COMPATIBILITY

The AA-Racks APX25-Lite is designed for universal fit on most full-size and compact pickup trucks. However, certain truck
configurations are not compatible.

NOT COMPATIBLE with trucks equipped with Utility Track Systems.

NOT COMPATIBLE with trucks that have Camper Shells or Tonneau Covers installed.

NOT COMPATIBLE with Honda Ridgeline and Chevy Avalanche models.



Figure 2: Incompatible truck accessories and models.

5. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This ladder rack features a no-drilling required installation process using universal mounting clamps.

5.1. Approximate Dimensions and Structure



Figure 3: Ladder rack dimensions and extendable crossbar design.
The rack extends up to 70 inches wide to fit most full-size and compact pickups. The crossbars are designed for simple
splicing and easy installation.

5.2. Assembly Steps

1. Assemble Crossbars: Connect the crossbar sections using the provided splicing hardware. Ensure they are
securely joined.

2. Attach Uprights: Secure the upright assemblies to the crossbars. The adjustable mounting adapters allow for
proper positioning over your truck cab.

3. Install Mounting Clamps: Position the 8 universal mounting clamps along the truck bed rails. These clamps secure
the ladder rack without requiring drilling.

4. Secure Rack to Clamps: Place the assembled ladder rack onto the truck bed rails, aligning the uprights with the
mounting clamps. Tighten all bolts on the clamps to firmly secure the rack to the truck bed.

5. Adjust Tie-Downs: Position the adjustable tie-downs on the crossbars as needed for your typical loads.



Figure 4: Key components for assembly and installation.
Ensure all fasteners are tightened to the specified torque (90 lbf.in for clamps) to prevent movement and ensure stability.

6. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The APX25-Lite ladder rack is designed to transport various long cargo items safely.

6.1. Loading Cargo

Load Distribution: Always distribute the load evenly across both crossbars and within the rack's footprint. Avoid
concentrating heavy items on one side.

Maximum Capacity: The rack can support up to 800 lbs when properly installed and with weight evenly distributed.
Do not exceed this limit.

Securing Items: Utilize the integrated tie-down points on the endcaps and the adjustable tie-downs on the
crossbars to firmly secure your cargo. Use appropriate straps or ropes.



Figure 5: Integrated tie-down point for securing gear.

6.2. Typical Usage Scenarios



Figure 6: Examples of cargo transport with the ladder rack.
The rack is suitable for transporting items such as ladders, lumber, pipes, kayaks, and other long or bulky equipment.

7. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and safe operation of your ladder rack.

Inspection: Periodically inspect all components for signs of wear, damage, or corrosion. Check for loose bolts,
cracks, or deformation.

Tightness Check: Re-tighten all mounting clamps and assembly bolts regularly, especially after the first few uses
and before long trips.

Cleaning: Clean the rack with mild soap and water. The powder-coated aluminum construction is rust-resistant, but
regular cleaning helps maintain its appearance and integrity. Avoid abrasive cleaners.

Storage: If removing the rack for extended periods, store it in a dry place to protect it from environmental elements.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your ladder rack, consider the following common solutions:

Rack feels loose: Ensure all mounting clamps are securely tightened to the truck bed rails. Check all bolts
connecting the uprights and crossbars.

Noise during driving: Verify that all components are tightly secured. Wind noise can occur, but excessive rattling
may indicate loose parts.

Difficulty securing cargo: Ensure tie-downs are properly routed and tightened. Consider using additional straps or
different tie-down methods for irregular loads.

Corrosion: While the rack is rust-resistant, minor surface corrosion can occur in harsh environments. Clean affected
areas and apply a protective coating if necessary.

For persistent issues or concerns not addressed here, please contact AA-Racks customer support.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Number APX25-Lite

Material Aluminum (Powder Coated)

Color Black

Item Dimensions (L x W x H) 70 x 10 x 27 inches (Extendable width)

Load Capacity 800 lbs (evenly distributed)

Mounting Type Power Grip (No Drilling Required)

Automotive Fit Type Universal Fit (most Full-Size and Compact Pickups)

Item Weight 32.9 pounds



UPC 810029495905

Feature Specification

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, product support, or to inquire about replacement parts, please contact AA-Racks directly through
their official website or the retailer where the product was purchased.
Note on Videos: The provided product data did not include embeddable video URLs or necessary metadata (like creator
type) to include official product videos in this manual. If available, relevant instructional videos would be placed here.

© 2025 AA-Racks. All rights reserved.

This manual is for informational purposes only. AA-Racks is not responsible for improper installation or use.
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