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Arturia KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 USB MIDI Controller
Keyboard User Manual

Model: KeyLab Essential 88 mk3

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the setup, operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your Arturia
KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 USB MIDI Controller Keyboard. Please read this guide thoroughly to ensure proper use and to
maximize your experience with the device.

Figure 1: Top view of the Arturia KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 MIDI Controller, showcasing its 88 keys, pads, faders, and knobs.

SETUP

1. Unboxing and Initial Inspection

Carefully remove the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 from its packaging. Verify that all components are present, including the
MIDI controller and any included software suite documentation. Inspect the device for any visible damage.

2. Connecting the Device

The KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 connects to your computer via a standard USB cable. It is compatible with Laptops,
Computers, and other MIDI-compatible equipment.

1. Connect one end of the USB cable to the USB port on the back of the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3.

2. Connect the other end of the USB cable to an available USB port on your computer.

3. The device is USB class-compliant and typically does not require specific drivers for basic functionality on Windows
and Mac operating systems.
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Figure 2: Rear view of the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3, highlighting the USB port and other connectivity options.

3. Software Installation

Your KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 includes a comprehensive software suite to enhance your music production. This typically
includes:

Analog Lab V (full version)

Ableton Live Lite (DAW)

Analog Lab Intro

Model D (virtual instrument)

NI KOMPLETE Select (selection of instruments and effects)

Loopcloud (sample library access)

Melodics (learning software)

Refer to the included software documentation or Arturia's official website for detailed instructions on downloading,
installing, and authorizing your software bundle.

Figure 3: Visual representation of the software bundle accompanying the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3.

OPERATING THE KEYLAB ESSENTIAL 88 MK3

The KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 is designed for intuitive control over your virtual instruments and digital audio workstations
(DAWs).

1. Basic Functions

Keyboard: The 88 velocity-sensitive keys provide a full range for musical expression.

Pads: The performance pads can be used for drumming, launching clips, or triggering samples.

Faders and Knobs: The 9 faders and multiple rotary knobs are assignable to control various parameters within your
software, such as mixer levels, instrument parameters, and effects.

Transport Controls: Dedicated buttons for Play, Stop, Record, Loop, and other transport functions integrate
seamlessly with your DAW.

Pitch Bend and Modulation Wheels: Standard controls for expressive performance.



Figure 4: Overview of the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3's control surface, including keys, pads, faders, and knobs.

2. DAW Integration

The KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 offers deep integration with popular DAWs. Upon connecting, your DAW should recognize
the controller. You may need to select it as a MIDI input device in your DAW's preferences or settings.

For optimized control, ensure you have installed the latest firmware and any available integration scripts from the
Arturia website.

Consult your DAW's manual for specific instructions on setting up MIDI controllers.

MAINTENANCE

Proper care will extend the life and performance of your KeyLab Essential 88 mk3.

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry, lint-free cloth to clean the plastic surfaces. For stubborn dirt, a slightly damp cloth with
mild soap can be used, followed by a dry cloth. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Storage: Store the device in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures. If not in use for
extended periods, cover it to prevent dust accumulation.

Handling: Avoid dropping the device or subjecting it to strong impacts. Do not place heavy objects on the keys or
control surface.

TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your KeyLab Essential 88 mk3, refer to the following common solutions:

1. Device Not Recognized by Computer/DAW

Check USB Connection: Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the controller and your computer.
Try a different USB port or cable.

Restart: Restart your computer and the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3.

Driver/Firmware: Although class-compliant, ensure your operating system is up to date. Check the Arturia website
for any specific drivers or firmware updates for your model.

DAW Settings: Verify that the KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 is selected as a MIDI input device within your DAW's
preferences.

2. Keys or Controls Not Responding



Power Cycle: Disconnect and reconnect the USB cable to power cycle the device.

Software Connection: Ensure the controller is properly connected to and recognized by your software (e.g., Analog
Lab V).

Factory Reset: Consult the Arturia support documentation for instructions on performing a factory reset, which can
resolve software glitches.

3. No Sound Output

Software Required: The KeyLab Essential 88 mk3 is a MIDI controller and does not produce sound on its own. It
requires a computer with virtual instruments (like Analog Lab V) or a hardware synthesizer connected via MIDI to
generate sound.

Audio Output: Ensure your computer's audio output is correctly configured and connected to speakers or
headphones.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Name KeyLab Essential 88 mk3

Brand Arturia

Number of Keys 88

Key Type Velocity-sensitive

Connectivity Technology USB

Hardware Interface USB

Compatible Devices Laptops, Computers, MIDI-compatible equipment

Supported Software Ableton Live Lite, Analog Lab V, etc.

Hardware Platform Windows, Mac

Material Type Plastic

Item Weight 21.6 pounds (9.8 kg)

Product Dimensions 54 x 13 x 5 inches (137.2 x 33 x 12.7 cm)

Mixer Channel Quantity 9

Color Black

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

1. Product Warranty

For information regarding the warranty coverage for your Arturia KeyLab Essential 88 mk3, please refer to the warranty
card included with your product or visit the official Arturia website. Warranty terms and conditions may vary by region.

2. Returns Policy



If purchased through Amazon, the product is subject to Amazon's standard 30-day return policy for refunds or
replacements. Please refer to your purchase details for specific return instructions.

3. Technical Support

For technical assistance, software issues, or further inquiries, please contact Arturia's official customer support. Their
website provides resources such as FAQs, knowledge bases, and contact forms.
You can typically find support information on the Arturia Support Page.

© 2024 Arturia. All rights reserved. Information in this manual is subject to change without notice.

https://www.arturia.com/support
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