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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the safe assembly, operation, and maintenance of your Napoleon
NK18 Premium Charcoal Kettle Grill. Please read this manual thoroughly before first use and retain it for future
reference. Proper use and care will ensure optimal performance and longevity of your grill.
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Image 1.1: The Napoleon NK18 Premium Charcoal Kettle Grill. This image displays the complete grill with its black porcelain-
enameled lid and bowl, chrome-plated cooking grid, and sturdy leg design with wheels.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: Failure to follow these safety instructions could result in fire, explosion, or burn hazard, which could
cause property damage, personal injury, or death.

For outdoor use only. Do not operate this grill indoors or in an enclosed area.

Keep children and pets away from the grill at all times.

Never use gasoline, kerosene, or alcohol to light charcoal. Use only charcoal lighter fluid that complies with
ASTM E1630.

Do not move the grill while it is in use or contains hot charcoal.

Always use heat-resistant gloves when handling hot components.

Ensure the grill is placed on a stable, non-combustible surface.

Keep a fire extinguisher readily available.

Proposition 65 Warning: This product can expose you to chemicals including carbon monoxide, which is
known to the State of California to cause birth defects or other reproductive harm. For more information go to
www.P65Warnings.ca.gov.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

https://www.p65warnings.ca.gov


Carefully unpack all components and ensure all parts are present before beginning assembly. If any parts are
missing or damaged, do not attempt to assemble or operate the grill. Contact Napoleon customer support.

Porcelain-Enameled Lid with Accu-Probe Temperature Gauge and Stay Cool Handle

Porcelain-Enameled Bowl

Chrome-Plated Hinged Cooking Grid (17.5-inch diameter)

Charcoal Grate

Vortex Heat Management System / Ash Bucket Assembly

Legs (x4)

Wheels (x2)

Bottom Storage Rack

Hardware Pack (screws, nuts, washers)

User Manual

4. ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

Assembly is required. Please follow these steps carefully. It is recommended to have a second person assist with
certain steps.

1. Attach Legs to Bowl: Secure the four legs to the bottom of the grill bowl using the provided hardware.
Ensure they are firmly attached for stability.

2. Install Wheels: Attach the two wheels to two of the legs. Ensure the locking casters (if applicable) are
facing outwards for easy access.

3. Assemble Bottom Storage Rack: Connect the bottom storage rack to the lower section of the legs. This
provides additional stability and storage.



Image 4.1: Illustration of the sturdy four-legged design with wheels and the bottom storage rack. This image shows the
assembled lower section of the grill, highlighting the stability provided by the legs and the convenience of the wheels.

4. Install Vortex Heat Management System / Ash Bucket: Attach the Vortex heat management system and
ash bucket assembly to the underside of the grill bowl. Ensure the precision controlled air inlets are correctly
aligned and the ash bucket is securely in place. The air vent cover with handle and heat plate should be
assembled as follows: handle, then heat plate, then the two cylinder cups (often packed with wheels) that
screw into the bolts, then insert onto the top and screw down on the bottom with the hanging assembly.
Ensure the angle of the handle for the top air vent is upwards.



Image 4.2: Diagram illustrating the Vortex Heat Management System. This image shows the airflow patterns (red for hot, blue
for cool) within the grill, demonstrating how the system improves convection for searing and smoking, and directs ash into the

ash bucket.

5. Place Charcoal Grate and Cooking Grid: Insert the charcoal grate into the bottom of the bowl, followed by
the chrome-plated hinged cooking grid.



Image 4.3: Close-up of the chrome-plated cooking grids. This image highlights the 17.5-inch cooking diameter and the hinged
design of the stainless steel grids, which allows for easy addition of charcoal or wood chips.

6. Attach Lid and Handle: Place the lid onto the bowl. The lid features a built-in hanger for convenience.



Image 4.4: View of the grill with the lid open, showcasing the built-in lid hanger. This feature allows the lid to be conveniently
hung on the side of the grill, keeping it off the ground and within easy reach.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

5.1. Lighting the Charcoal

1. Open all air vents (top and bottom) to allow maximum airflow.

2. Place charcoal briquettes or lump charcoal on the charcoal grate. Arrange them in a pyramid shape for
efficient lighting.

3. Apply charcoal lighter fluid according to its instructions, or use a charcoal chimney starter.

4. Light the charcoal. Allow approximately 15-20 minutes for the charcoal to ash over and glow red before
spreading it out.



5.2. Temperature Control

The Napoleon NK18 uses adjustable air vents for precise temperature control. The integrated Accu-Probe
Temperature Gauge on the lid helps monitor the internal temperature.

Increasing Temperature: Open the top and bottom air vents further to increase airflow, which will make the
charcoal burn hotter.

Decreasing Temperature: Close the top and bottom air vents partially to reduce airflow, which will lower the
charcoal burning temperature.

The Vortex Heat Management System improves convection for better searing and smoking. Adjust the
bottom vents to direct airflow for desired cooking methods.

Image 5.1: Close-up of the Accu-Probe Temperature Gauge on the grill lid. This image shows the gauge with marked ranges for
'Smoking Range' and 'Searing Range', allowing for precise temperature monitoring during cooking.

5.3. Cooking



Place food directly on the chrome-plated cooking grid.

The hinged cooking grid allows for easy addition of extra charcoal or wood chips for smoking without
removing all food.

Close the lid to maintain consistent temperature and infuse smoky flavor.

Image 5.2: Various foods, including meats and vegetables, cooking on the grill's cooking grid. This image demonstrates the grill in
use, showcasing its capacity and the direct grilling method.

6. MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING

Regular cleaning and maintenance will extend the life of your Napoleon NK18 grill.

After Each Use:

Allow the grill to cool completely.

Empty the ash bucket. Dispose of cooled ashes properly.

Brush the chrome-plated cooking grid with a grill brush to remove food residue.

Periodic Cleaning:

Wipe down the porcelain-enameled lid and bowl with a damp cloth and mild soap. Rinse thoroughly
and dry.

Clean the interior of the bowl to remove any grease buildup.

Inspect air vents for blockages and clean as necessary.

Storage: Store the grill in a dry, protected area when not in use, especially during inclement weather. A grill
cover is recommended.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your grill, refer to the following common problems and solutions:



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Difficulty
lighting
charcoal

Insufficient airflow; damp
charcoal; improper lighter fluid
application.

Ensure all air vents are fully open. Use dry charcoal.
Apply lighter fluid correctly or use a chimney starter.

Temperature
too low/high

Incorrect air vent settings.
Adjust top and bottom air vents to control airflow and
temperature. More open = hotter, more closed =
cooler.

Uneven
cooking

Uneven charcoal distribution; lid
not closed properly.

Distribute charcoal evenly. Ensure lid is properly
seated to maintain consistent heat.

Excessive
smoke

Too much wood added;
insufficient airflow.

Reduce amount of wood chips. Ensure adequate
airflow through vents.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Napoleon

Model Name Premium Charcoal Grill Series (NK18K-LEG)

Product Dimensions (D x W x
H)

24.5" x 21" x 38.5" (62.2 cm x 53.3 cm x 97.8 cm)

Cooking Surface Area 240 Square Inches (17.5-inch diameter cooking grid)

Fuel Type Charcoal

Material
Stainless Steel (cooking grid, handle, frame), Porcelain-Enameled (lid,
bowl)

Item Weight 20 Pounds (9.07 kg)

Special Features
Adjustable Air Vent, Heat-Resistant Handle, Locking Caster, Rust
Resistant, Superior Heat Retention, Vortex Heat Management System,
Accu-Probe Temperature Gauge, Built-in Lid Hanger

Assembly Required Yes

UPC 629162146984



Image 8.1: Technical diagram showing the dimensions of the Napoleon NK18 Kettle Grill. The diagram indicates a height of 38.5
inches, width of 21 inches, and depth of 24.5 inches.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, please refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit the official Napoleon
website. If you require technical assistance, replacement parts, or have any questions not covered in this manual,
please contact Napoleon customer support.
Napoleon Customer Support: Please visit www.napoleon.com for contact details and further resources.
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OUTDOORS IN A WELL-VENTILATED SPACE EN RETAIN THIS MANUAL FOR
FUTURE REFERENCE OUTDOOR CHARCOAL GRILL APPLY SERIAL NUMBER
LABEL FROM CARTON Serial No. XXXXXX000000 MODEL NO. FR PG.13 NL
PG.25 DO NOT DISCARD DE PG.37 NK18K-LEG ES PG.49...
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18 Premium Kettle NK18K-LEG-3 BLACK FEATURES 296 in total cooking area 7
Wheels with new hub cap Sturdy 4-leg design 10 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
Advanced air venting ACCU-PROBETM temperature gauge Stainless steel, hinged
cooking grate napoleon.com Cast aluminum leg joints provide optimal st...
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
Cooking Area: 296 in 1910 cm Diameter: 17.25 in 44 cm ACCU-PROBETM
temperatur...
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18 Premium Kettle NK18K-LEG-3 BLACK FEATURES 265 IN total cooking area 7
Wheels with new hub cap Sturdy 4-leg design 10 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
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CHARCOAL CHARBON DE BOIS CARBN Assembly Guide Guide de Montage Gua
de Ensamblaje PRO22K-LEG-3 PRO18K-LEG-3 NK22K-LEG-3 NK18K-LEG-3 2
WWW.NAPOLEON.COM WELCOME TO NAPOLEON BIENVENUE NAPOLEON
BIENVENIDO A NAPOLEN Congratulations on upgrading your grilling game and
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SERIE DE CARBN BAJO, LENTO O SELLADO. EL CARBN REINVENTADO. ASAR,
AHUMAR Y PASARLA BIEN LAS MARCA ... e permiten trasladar fcilmente la parrilla
de carbn sobre cualquier superficie. PARRILLA DE CARBN NK18K-LEG-1 Superficie
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ASSEMBLY USE AND CARE MANUAL THIS GRILL MUST ONLY BE USED
OUTDOORS IN A WELL-VENTILATED SPACE EN RETAIN THIS MANUAL FOR
FUTURE REFERENCE OUTDOOR CHARCOAL GRILL APPLY SERIAL NUMBER
LABEL FROM CARTON Serial No. XXXXXX000000 MODEL NO. RU PG.13 CZ
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INVENTED. GRILL, CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT GRILL MARKS AS A BADGE OF

HONOR. YOU THINK CUTTING INTO A STEAK TO CHECK DONENESS IS SACRILEGE. YOU KNOW

WHEN AND WHY TO USE RUB VS. MARINADE ||| CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR.

CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL, CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT GRILL MARKS AS A

BADGE OF HONOR. YOU THINK CUTTING INTO A STEAK TO CHECK DONENESS IS SACRILEGE.

YOU KNOW WHEN AND WHY TO USE RUB VS. MARINADE

CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
Cooking Area: 296 in 1910 cm Diameter: 17.25 in 44 cm ACCU-PROBETM
temperatur...
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
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EN Wireless Thermometer with Timer FR PG.17 H M S DO NOT DISCARD DE PG.33
ES PG.49 CZ PG.65 RU PG.81 CUSTOMER SOLUTION INFORMATION PLEASE
READ N415-0282 APR 29.20 One Year Limited Warranty Napoleon warrants this
product to be free from defects in material or N workmanship for one 1 y...
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
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CHARCOAL CHARBON DE BOIS CARBN Assembly Guide Guide de Montage Gua
de Ensamblaje PRO22K-LEG-3 PRO18K-LEG-3 NK22K-LEG-3 NK18K-LEG-3 2
WWW.NAPOLEON.COM WELCOME TO NAPOLEON BIENVENUE NAPOLEON
BIENVENIDO A NAPOLEN Congratulations on upgrading your grilling game and
welcome to the Napoleon famil...
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CHARCOAL GRILLS Owner s Manual PRO22K-CART-3, PRO22K-LEG-3 PRO18K-
LEG-3, NK22K-LEG-3 NK18K-LEG-3 COSPRO22K-LEG-3-C Grills illustrated in this
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GRILLS 2024 US MSRP BOOK Effective: October 5, 2023 GRILL DIVISION
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IN NOVAT I ON BUILT BETTER CHARCOAL GRILLS LOW, SLOW, OR
SEARCHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. NO DETAIL TOO ... ing Area: 365 in 2340 cm
Stainless steel air vents Sturdy four legged design Easy to assemble NK18K-LEG-3
Cooking Area: 240 in 1548 cm Available in 22 and 18 models. 10 YEAR LIMITED
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... on is over any terrain. Cooking Area:
365 in 2340 cm Diameter: 22.5 in 57 cm CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1
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SRIE AU CHARBON DE BOIS LE CHARBON DE BOIS RINVENT. UNE CUISSON
FEU DOUX OU FEU VIF. GRILLEZ, F ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 Gril
au charbon de bois circulaire NK18K-LEG-3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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CHARCOAL SERIES LOW, SLOW, OR SEAR. CHARCOAL RE-INVENTED. GRILL,
CHILL AND SMOKE YOU VIEW PERFECT ... g you to easily move your charcoal grill
to where the action is over any terrain. CHARCOAL KETTLE NK18K-LEG-1 Total
Cooking Area: 296 in 1910 cm Diameter: 17.25 in 44 cm ACCU-PROBETM
temperatur...
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Comprehensive owner's manual for Napoleon Charcoal Grills, covering safety,
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SRIE AU CHARBON DE BOIS LE CHARBON DE BOIS RINVENT. UNE CUISSON
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