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VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215 Battery Charger
Instruction Manual

Model: 0538 VAC 1215

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and efficient use of your VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215
Battery Charger. Designed specifically for fire department and commercial vehicles according to DIN 14679, this
fully automatic charger ensures precise adherence to battery charging voltages. It features 6 adjustable charging
programs and microprocessor control for fast, gentle, and complete battery charging. Please read these instructions
carefully before installation and operation.

2. SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always disconnect the charger from the mains power before making any connections or disconnections to the
battery.

Ensure proper ventilation during charging to prevent the accumulation of explosive gases.

Do not expose the charger to rain, moisture, or extreme temperatures.

Avoid short-circuiting the battery terminals or charger output.

Only use the charger for the specified battery types (lead-acid, gel, AGM).

Keep out of reach of children.

If the power cable is damaged, it must be replaced by the manufacturer, its service agent, or similarly qualified
persons to avoid a hazard.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the package:

VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215 Battery Charger

4-meter Ölflex charging cable

Instruction Manual (this document)
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4. SETUP

Follow these steps for initial setup:

1. Mounting the Charger: Choose a dry, well-ventilated location for mounting the charger. Ensure sufficient
space around the unit for heat dissipation. The compact design and low weight make it suitable for vehicle
halls.

2. Connecting the Battery: Connect the 4-meter Ölflex charging cable to the battery terminals. Ensure correct
polarity: positive (+) to positive, negative (-) to negative. The intelligent charge control automatically accounts
for voltage losses on the vehicle's internal wiring and charging plug.

3. Connecting to Mains Power: Plug the charger's power cord into a standard 230V AC outlet.

4. Optional Connections: The charger supports connections for a remote control/indicator, a charging current
distributor, switchable start, switch output motor start interlock, and a temperature sensor for optimized
charging. Refer to the detailed wiring diagram in the full technical manual for these advanced connections.

Image 1: VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215 Battery Charger with the 4-meter Ölflex charging cable connected. This image illustrates the
main unit and its primary connection cable.



5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

The VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215 features intelligent microprocessor-controlled charging:

Automatic Operation: Once connected to the battery and mains power, the charger automatically detects the
battery status and begins the charging process.

Charging Programs: The charger offers 6 adjustable charging programs, optimized for various battery types
(acid, gel, AGM). Select the appropriate program for your battery to ensure optimal charging and longevity.
Refer to the charger's display or indicators for program selection.

6-Stage Charging Characteristic: The optimized 6-stage charging characteristic ensures a gentle and
complete charge, preventing overcharging and extending battery life.

Automatic Battery Regeneration: This function helps to maintain battery health and can improve the
performance of older batteries.

Manual Charge Start: For deeply discharged batteries, a manual charge start option is available. Consult the
charger's interface for instructions on initiating this function.

Continuous Use: The charger is designed for continuous operation, ensuring the battery remains fully
charged at all times without risk of damage.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your charger:

Cleaning: Periodically clean the charger's exterior with a soft, dry cloth. Do not use abrasive cleaners or
solvents.

Connection Check: Regularly inspect all cable connections for tightness and signs of wear or corrosion.
Ensure the 4-meter Ölflex charging cable is free from damage.

Ventilation: Ensure that the ventilation openings on the charger are not blocked to prevent overheating.

Storage: If storing the charger for an extended period, disconnect it from both the battery and mains power
and store it in a dry, cool place.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues, refer to the following common troubleshooting steps:

Charger Not Turning On:

Check if the mains power cable is securely plugged into a working outlet.

Verify that the battery is correctly connected with the right polarity.

Battery Not Charging:

Ensure the correct charging program is selected for your battery type.

Check all connections for looseness or corrosion.

The battery might be severely discharged; try the manual charge start function if available.

Inspect the 4-meter Ölflex charging cable for any visible damage.

Overheating:

Ensure adequate ventilation around the charger.

Check if the ambient temperature is within the operating limits.

If the problem persists after following these steps, contact VOTRONIC customer support or a qualified technician.



8. SPECIFICATIONS

Model VOTRONIC 0538 VAC 1215

Battery Voltage 12 V

Charging Current 15 A

Mains Voltage 230 V AC

Max. Power Consumption 270 W

Dimensions (L x W x H) 21.3 x 13.9 x 7.4 cm

Weight 1.3 kg

Compatible Battery Types Lead-Acid, Gel, AGM

Protection Class I

Cable Included 4m Ölflex Charging Cable

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and technical support, please refer to the documentation provided with your purchase or
contact your retailer. You may also visit the official VOTRONIC website for further assistance and contact details.
Manufacturer: VOTRONIC

© 2024 VOTRONIC. All rights reserved.
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