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1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting of your RYOBI 8 in. 6 Amp Electric Pole Saw Chainsaw. This tool is designed for trimming
high branches without requiring a ladder, offering an extended reach of up to 9 feet for otherwise
inaccessible areas. It features an instant-starting 6 amp electric motor and an automatic oiler system for
convenience and precise pruning.
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Image 1.1: The RYOBI 8 in. 6 Amp Electric Pole Saw Chainsaw, fully assembled and ready for use.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always read and understand all safety warnings and instructions before operating this electric pole saw.
Failure to follow these instructions may result in electric shock, fire, and/or serious injury.

Read the Entire Manual: Familiarize yourself with the controls and proper use of the tool.

Wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear safety glasses or goggles, hearing
protection, heavy-duty gloves, and a hard hat when operating the pole saw.

Inspect the Work Area: Ensure the area is clear of bystanders, pets, and obstacles. Check for power
lines or other utilities before cutting.

Maintain Proper Footing: Always stand on firm, level ground. Do not overreach.

Avoid Wet Conditions: Do not operate the pole saw in rain or damp conditions.

Unplug When Not in Use: Disconnect the pole saw from the power source before making
adjustments, changing accessories, or storing the tool.

Use Both Hands: Always grip the pole saw firmly with both hands during operation.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items listed below are included in your package. If any parts are missing or damaged, do not
operate the tool and contact customer support.

Electric Pole Saw



8 in. Chainsaw Blade Cover

Tool Tensioning Hex Key

Bar & Chain Lubricant (small starter bottle)

Operator's Manual (this document)

4. ASSEMBLY AND SETUP

Follow these steps to assemble and prepare your pole saw for operation.

1. Unpack Components: Carefully remove all items from the packaging.

2. Assemble Pole Sections: If your model has multiple pole sections, align the arrows and securely
connect them until they click into place. Ensure the connection is firm and stable.

3. Install Chain and Bar: Refer to the detailed instructions in the included Operator's Manual for proper
installation of the 8-inch chain and guide bar. Ensure the chain is correctly oriented and tensioned.

4. Fill Oil Reservoir: Locate the oil reservoir cap. Fill the reservoir with the provided bar and chain
lubricant. Do not overfill. Regularly check the oil level during operation.

5. Connect to Power: Ensure the pole saw is switched off before connecting it to a 110-volt power
outlet using a suitable outdoor-rated extension cord.

Image 4.1: Close-up view of the 8-inch chain and guide bar assembly on the RYOBI pole saw head.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Proper operation ensures safety and efficiency when trimming branches.

1. Pre-Operation Checks: Before each use, inspect the chain for sharpness and tension, check the oil
level, and ensure all fasteners are tight.

2. Starting the Saw: With both hands firmly gripping the pole saw, press the safety lock-out button and
then squeeze the trigger switch to start the motor.

3. Cutting Techniques:

Undercut First: For larger branches, make a small undercut on the underside of the branch to
prevent bark stripping.



Top Cut: Position the saw on top of the branch, slightly further out from the undercut, and allow
the weight of the saw to assist in cutting. Do not force the saw.

Avoid Kickback: Be aware of the kickback zone at the tip of the guide bar. Avoid contact with
this area.

4. Adjusting Reach: The adjustable shaft allows for varying lengths up to 9 feet. Adjust the pole length
as needed for the branch height, ensuring a comfortable and stable operating position.

5. Stopping the Saw: Release the trigger switch to stop the motor. Always engage the blade cover
when the saw is not in use.

Image 5.1: A user demonstrating the RYOBI pole saw in action, cutting a tree branch from a safe distance.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and safe operation of your pole saw.

Chain Sharpening: A dull chain requires more effort and can be dangerous. Sharpen the chain
regularly or replace it when necessary.

Chain Tensioning: Check chain tension frequently. A properly tensioned chain should be snug but
still able to be pulled freely around the guide bar by hand. Use the provided hex key for adjustments.

Bar Maintenance: Clean the guide bar groove and oil holes regularly. Flip the guide bar periodically
to ensure even wear.

Cleaning: After each use, clean the pole saw, removing sawdust, debris, and sap from the chain,
bar, and motor housing.

Lubrication: Ensure the automatic oiler system is functioning correctly and keep the oil reservoir
filled with appropriate bar and chain lubricant.

Storage: Store the pole saw in a dry, secure location, out of reach of children. Always attach the
blade cover before storage.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Refer to this section for common issues and their solutions.



Problem Possible Cause Solution

Saw does not
start

No power, safety lock-out not
engaged, faulty switch

Check power connection, ensure safety lock-out is
pressed, contact service if switch is faulty.

Chain not
cutting
effectively

Dull chain, incorrect chain
tension, chain installed
backward

Sharpen or replace chain, adjust chain tension,
ensure chain is installed correctly.

Saw
overheats

Overuse, blocked ventilation,
dull chain

Allow saw to cool, clear ventilation openings,
sharpen chain.

No oil
reaching
chain

Empty oil reservoir, clogged oil
port

Refill oil reservoir, clean oil port and guide bar
groove.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Brand: RYOBI

Model Number: RY43161

Power Source: Corded Electric

Voltage: 110 Volts

Amperage: 6 Amp

Blade Length: 8 inches

Maximum Reach: Up to 9 feet

Item Weight: Approximately 9.78 pounds

Product Dimensions: 112 x 8 x 6 inches (assembled)

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The RYOBI 8 in. 6 Amp Electric Pole Saw Chainsaw is backed by a 3-year warranty. For warranty claims,
technical assistance, or to order replacement parts, please contact RYOBI customer support. Keep your
purchase receipt as proof of purchase.
For further assistance, please visit the official RYOBI website or contact their customer service
department.
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