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1. INTRODUCTION

This user manual provides detailed instructions for the setup, operation, and maintenance of your Rode NT1000 Large-Diaphragm
Condenser Microphone and Rode SM6 Shockmount. The NT1000 is engineered for superior large-capsule performance, ideal for
capturing both vocal and instrumental performances with exceptional clarity. Paired with the SM6 shockmount, it ensures
professional-grade audio by minimizing unwanted vibrations and plosives. Please read this manual thoroughly to ensure optimal
performance and longevity of your equipment.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Rode NT1000 is a high-quality large-diaphragm condenser microphone featuring a gold-plated membrane, ultra-low self-noise
(6dBA), and transformerless circuitry for pristine audio capture. Its internal capsule shock mounting further enhances sound quality
by reducing handling noise.
The Rode SM6 is a professional shockmount designed specifically for Rode condenser microphones, including the NT1000. It
effectively isolates the microphone from external physical factors that can cause rumble and vibrations. The SM6 includes an
integrated pop shield with two axes of adjustment, providing excellent protection against plosives and ensuring clean vocal
recordings.
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Figure 2.1: Rode NT1000 Large-Diaphragm Condenser Microphone with SM6 Shockmount.

Figure 2.2: Close-up view of the Rode NT1000 Large-Diaphragm Condenser Microphone.



Figure 2.3: The Rode SM6 Shockmount, designed to reduce vibrations and includes a pop filter.

3. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Rode NT1000 Large-Diaphragm Condenser Microphone (Silver)

Rode SM6 Shockmount (Black) with integrated pop shield

4. SETUP

Setting up your Rode NT1000 and SM6 shockmount is straightforward. Follow these steps for optimal performance:

1. Attach the SM6 Shockmount to a Microphone Stand:  The SM6 shockmount can be attached to any standard microphone
stand. Ensure it is securely tightened to prevent movement.

2. Mount the NT1000 Microphone: Carefully screw the base of the NT1000 microphone into the threaded mount within the SM6



shockmount. Ensure it is firm but do not overtighten.

3. Adjust the Pop Shield: Position the integrated pop shield in front of the microphone capsule. Adjust its angle and distance
using the two axes of adjustment to effectively block plosive sounds (e.g., 'p' and 'b' sounds) while maintaining clear audio.

4. Connect the XLR Cable: The NT1000 uses an XLR connection. Connect one end of a high-quality XLR cable to the
microphone's output and the other end to your audio interface, mixer, or preamplifier. Ensure a secure connection.

5. Provide Phantom Power: The NT1000 is a condenser microphone and requires +48V phantom power to operate. Activate
phantom power on your audio interface or mixer.

For a visual guide on setting up a microphone arm and connecting an XLR microphone, please refer to the video below. While the
video features a different microphone, the principles of mounting and connecting an XLR microphone to a desk-mounted arm are
applicable.

Video 4.1: Demonstration of setting up a microphone on a desk-mounted arm, including XLR cable connection. This video provides general guidance on
microphone arm setup and XLR connectivity.

5. OPERATING

The Rode NT1000 is designed for versatility in various recording environments, particularly studio settings for vocals and
instruments.

Vocal Recording: Position the microphone approximately 6-12 inches from the vocalist, aiming directly at the mouth. The
SM6 pop shield will help manage plosives. Experiment with distance to achieve the desired warmth and presence.

Instrument Recording: For acoustic instruments, position the microphone to capture the instrument's natural sound. For
guitars, try aiming at the point where the neck meets the body. For drums, the NT1000 can serve as an excellent overhead
microphone.

Gain Staging: Adjust the gain on your audio interface or mixer to achieve a strong signal without clipping. Monitor your levels
carefully to avoid distortion.

Polar Pattern: The NT1000 features a unidirectional (cardioid) polar pattern, meaning it primarily picks up sound from the
front and rejects sound from the sides and rear. This is ideal for isolating the desired sound source and minimizing room
reflections or background noise.

6. MAINTENANCE

Proper care will ensure your Rode NT1000 and SM6 shockmount remain in excellent condition for years to come.

Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the microphone and shockmount. Avoid using liquid cleaners or solvents, as
these can damage the finish or internal components.

Storage: When not in use, store the microphone in its protective pouch or case to shield it from dust, moisture, and physical
damage.

Handling: Always handle the microphone and shockmount with care. Avoid dropping them or subjecting them to harsh
impacts.

Pop Shield Care: The fabric of the pop shield can be gently cleaned with a soft brush if needed. Do not immerse it in water.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your Rode NT1000 or SM6, refer to the following common troubleshooting tips:

No Sound Output:

Ensure +48V phantom power is activated on your audio interface or mixer.

Check all XLR cable connections to ensure they are secure and not damaged.

Verify that the input gain on your audio interface/mixer is set appropriately.

Test with a different XLR cable or input channel if possible.



Distorted Sound:

Reduce the input gain on your audio interface/mixer.

Ensure the microphone is not too close to the sound source, causing overload.

Check for damaged cables or faulty equipment in your signal chain.

Excessive Noise/Rumble:

Confirm the SM6 shockmount is correctly installed and isolating the microphone from vibrations.

Check for environmental noise sources (e.g., air conditioning, computer fans) and try to minimize them.

Ensure proper grounding of all audio equipment to avoid hum or buzz.

Popping Sounds (Plosives):

Adjust the position of the SM6 pop shield to ensure it is effectively deflecting air blasts.

Increase the distance between the vocalist and the microphone slightly.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Microphone Form Factor Large Diaphragm

Power Source Corded Electric (requires +48V Phantom Power)

Material Gold, Nickel

Number of Channels 1

Frequency Response 20 Hz - 20 KHz

Manufacturer Rode

Item Model Number NT1000

Recommended Uses Studio Recordings, Live Performances

Connectivity Technology XLR

Connector Type XLR

Color Nickel

Included Components Microphone

Polar Pattern Unidirectional (Cardioid)
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