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Sony ZV-E1

Sony Alpha ZV-E1 Full-Frame Mirrorless Viog
Camera Instruction Manual

Comprehensive user guide for the Sony Alpha ZV-E1 Full-Frame Interchangeable Lens Mirrorless
Vlog Camera, covering setup, operation, maintenance, and specifications.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Sony Alpha ZV-E1 is a full-frame interchangeable lens mirrorless camera designed for content creation
and vlogging. It features a 12.1 MP Exmor R image sensor optimized for 4K video, offering high sensitivity and
low noise. This manual provides essential information for setting up, operating, and maintaining your camera.
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Figure 1.1: The Sony Alpha ZV-E1 camera, highlighting its design for creative potential.

2. Key FEATURES

o Full-frame 12.1MP Exmor R Sensor: Optimized for 4K video, high sensitivity, and speed.
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o 10-bit 4:2:2 Recording: Features direct pixel readout, Long GOP or All Intra formats for enhanced
grading and editing flexibility.

« Cinematic Vlog Setting: Provides intuitive options for creating cinematic footage with customizable
Look, Mood, and AF transition speed.

« Dedicated Al Processor and Real-time Recognition: Ensures accurate subject tracking for both
humans and other subjects.

« 5-axis In-body Image Stabilization and Dynamic Active Mode:Offers stable recording, reducing
camera shake.

Figure 2.1: The ZV-E1's full-frame sensor and vari-angle screen, central to its advanced capabilities.

Figure 2.2: Internal diagram highlighting the Al Processor for advanced subject recognition.

3. SETUP

3.1 Battery and Memory Card Installation

1. Open the battery/memory card cover located at the bottom of the camera.
2. Insert the battery (NP-FZ100) with the correct orientation until it locks into place.

3. Insert a compatible SD card (UHS Speed Class 3 or higher recommended for 4K video) into the slot until
it clicks.

4. Close the cover securely.
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Figure 3.1: Bottom of the camera, illustrating the battery and memory card access.

3.2 Lens Attachment

1. Remove the body cap from the camera and the rear lens cap from the lens.
2. Align the white index mark on the lens with the white index mark on the camera body.

3. Mount the lens by rotating it clockwise until it clicks into place.
3.3 Connectivity Ports
The camera features various ports for external connections:

o USB-C Port: For charging and data transfer.
¢ Microphone Input: For connecting external microphones.
o Headphone Output: For audio monitoring.

o HDMI Output: For connecting to external displays or recorders.
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Figure 3.2: Side view of the camera, detailing the available ports for connectivity.

4. OPERATING THE CAMERA

4.1 Basic Controls
Familiarize yourself with the camera's main controls:

o Power Switch: Located on the top plate, used to turn the camera on/off.




« Still/Movie/S&Q Button: Toggles between still image, movie recording, and Slow & Quick motion
modes.

« Record Button: Initiates and stops video recording.

+ Mode Dial: Selects various shooting modes (e.g., Program Auto, Aperture Priority, Shutter Priority,
Manual).

o ISO Button: Adjusts ISO sensitivity.

o Custom Buttons (C1, C2): Assign frequently used functions for quick access.

Figure 4.1: Top controls of the ZV-E1, including the power switch and mode dial.

Figure 4.2: Rear controls of the ZV-E1, including the menu, function, and display buttons.

4.2 Vari-angle LCD Screen and Touch Operation

The ZV-E1 features a vari-angle LCD screen that can be rotated for flexible shooting angles, including selfie-
style vlogging. The screen supports touch operations for intuitive control.

o Touch Focus: Tap on the screen to set the focus point.

o Touch Tracking: Tap on a subject to initiate Al-based real-time tracking.



o Touch Menu: Access and adjust settings directly on the screen.

Figure 4.3: The vari-angle LCD screen in a forward-facing position, ideal for vlogging.



Figure 4.4: Touchscreen functionality for intuitive control and setting adjustments.

4.3 Cinematic Vlog Setting

This feature allows users to create cinematic-looking footage with ease. You can select a 'Look’ (e.g., S-
Cinetone for enhanced skin tones), a 'Mood' (to emphasize specific colors), and adjust the AF transition speed
for smooth focus changes.



Figure 4.5: Visual representation of the Cinematic Vlog Setting's effect on footage.

4.4 Al-based Auto Framing

Auto Framing utilizes the camera's Al processor to automatically crop and reframe your video to keep the
subject in a prominent position, simulating the work of an experienced camera operator. This feature is
particularly useful for solo content creators.

Your browser does not support the video tag. This video demonstrates the Sony Alpha ZV-E1's Al-based Auto
Framing feature, showing how the camera automatically adjusts framing to keep the subject centered and in
focus. It covers settings for framing operation mode, crop level, and tracking speed.

Video 4.1: Alpha ZV-E1 Auto Framing Tutorial. This video demonstrates the Sony Alpha ZV-E1's Al-based Auto Framing
feature, showing how the camera automatically adjusts framing to keep the subject centered and in focus. It covers settings for
framing operation mode, crop level, and tracking speed.

Figure 4.6: Al-based Auto Framing actively tracking and adjusting the frame around a subject.

4.5 Audio Recording

The ZV-E1 features an integrated 3-capsule microphone with variable directivity, providing high-quality audio
capture. A wind screen (wind muff) is included to reduce wind noise during outdoor shooting.
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Figure 4.7: The camera's integrated microphone with an attached wind screen for improved audio quality.

5. MAINTENANCE

Keep the camera and lens clean using a soft, lint-free cloth.

Avoid exposing the camera to extreme temperatures, dust, or moisture.

Store the camera in a dry, cool place when not in use.

Regularly check for firmware updates to ensure optimal performance.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

6.1 Overheating

The Sony ZV-E1 is designed with thermal management. In certain demanding recording conditions (e.g.,
prolonged 4K 60p recording in high ambient temperatures), the camera may display a warning or shut down to
protect internal components. To mitigate this:

o Ensure adequate ventilation around the camera.

o Reduce recording resolution or frame rate if possible.

» Consider using an external cooling fan in extreme conditions.

6.2 Image Stabilization Issues

If you experience unstable footage despite using the 5-axis in-body image stabilization or Dynamic Active
Mode, ensure that:

o The lens is securely attached.
o The stabilization settings are appropriate for your shooting scenario.

o For extremely dynamic movements, external gimbals may provide additional stability.

7. SPECIFICATIONS



Feature

Brand

Model Name

Model Number

Photo Sensor Resolution

Photo Sensor Size

Video Resolution

Image Stabilization

Compatible Mountings

Screen Size

Display Type

Connectivity Technology

Item Weight

Processor

Supported File Format

Video Capture Format

8. WHAT's IN THE Box

Figure 7.1: Key specifications of the Sony Alpha ZV-E1.

Detail

Sony

Alpha ZV-E1

ILCZVE1/B

12.1 MP

Full Frame (35mm)

2160p (4K)

5-axis In-body Image Stabilization, Dynamic Active Mode
Sony E

3 Inches

Articulating LCD, Capacitive Touch Screen
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, HDMI, USB 3.0

1.1 Pounds

BIONZ XR

HEIF, JPEG, Raw

XAVC HS

Sony Alpha ZV-E1 Camera Body

Rechargeable Battery NP-FZ100

Shoulder Strap
Wind Screen (Wind Muff)



o Body Cap
o Accessory Shoe Cap

o USB-A to USB-C Cable

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The Sony Alpha ZV-E1 comes with a 1-year manufacturer's warranty. For technical support, service, or
warranty claims, please contact Sony customer service or visit the official Sony support website.
For additional resources and product information, visit theSony Store on Amazon.
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