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BAOFENG UV-17R Two-Way Radio User Manual
Model: UV-17R

1. INTRODUCTION

The BAOFENG UV-17R is an advanced dual-band two-way radio designed for reliable long-range communication. It
features 999 memory channels, UHF/VHF dual-band operation, and enhanced functionalities such as VOX mode for
hands-free use, NOAA weather alerts, and a wireless frequency copy function. This manual provides essential
information for setting up, operating, and maintaining your UV-17R radio to ensure optimal performance and
longevity.

2. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Please verify that all items listed below are included in your package:

UV-17R Walkie Talkie (x1)

Lithium Ion Battery (x1)

Type-C USB Cable (x1)

Base Charger (x1)

21CM Antenna (x1)

38CM 771 Antenna (x1)

Screwdriver (x1)

Belt Clip (x1)

Hand Strap (x1)

Headset (x1)

User Manual (x1)
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Figure 2.1: All components included in the BAOFENG UV-17R package. This includes the radio unit, two antennas of different lengths,
a rechargeable battery, a Type-C USB charging cable, a desktop charging base, a belt clip, a hand strap, a screwdriver for battery

attachment, a headset, and the user manual.

3. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

Familiarize yourself with the various parts and controls of your BAOFENG UV-17R radio:



Figure 3.1: Detailed view of the BAOFENG UV-17R radio, highlighting its key components and their functions. The radio features a
1.77-inch color LCD, a numeric keypad, and dedicated buttons for various functions. It includes dual LED flashlights at the bottom and

a Type-C USB charging port on the battery pack.

1. Antenna

2. Flashlight/Emergency Alert key

3. PTT key (Push-to-Talk)

4. FM Broadcast/Monitor key

5. MENU key

6. Numeric keypad

7. Power/Volume knob

8. Color LCD

9. Speaker/Mic Jacks

10. MIC Input

11. Exit Key

12. Navigation keys (Up/Down)



13. Battery pack

14. Type-C charging port

15. Battery tightening screw

16. Type-C charging indicator

17. LED flashlight

18. LED Status Indicator

4. SETUP

Before using your UV-17R radio, ensure it is properly assembled and charged.

4.1 Attaching the Antenna

Screw the desired antenna (21CM or 38CM 771) clockwise into the antenna connector on top of the radio until it is
finger-tight. Do not overtighten.



Figure 4.1: The BAOFENG UV-17R with its long antenna attached, emphasizing its dual-band VHF/UHF capabilities for improved
signal reception and transmission range.

4.2 Installing the Battery

Align the battery pack with the grooves on the back of the radio and slide it upwards until it clicks into place. Use the
provided screwdriver to tighten the battery tightening screw for a secure fit and enhanced water protection.

5. CHARGING THE BATTERY

The UV-17R offers two convenient charging methods:

5.1 Type-C USB Charging

Connect the provided Type-C USB cable to the Type-C charging port on the battery pack. Plug the other end into a
compatible USB power source (e.g., wall adapter, power bank, car charger). The Type-C charging indicator will
illuminate during charging.



5.2 Base Charging

Place the radio into the provided desktop charging base. Ensure the radio makes proper contact with the charging
terminals. Connect the base charger to a power outlet. This method is designed for efficient charging and can help
extend battery life.

Figure 5.1: Illustration of the two charging options for the UV-17R. The radio supports direct Type-C USB charging for convenience on
the go, and a traditional base charger for efficient home or office charging.

6. OPERATION

6.1 Power On/Off

To power on the radio, rotate the Power/Volume knob (7) clockwise until you hear a click and the display illuminates.
To power off, rotate the knob counter-clockwise until it clicks.

6.2 Channel Mode and Frequency Mode



The UV-17R supports 999 memory channels for pre-programmed frequencies and a frequency mode for direct
frequency input. Use the appropriate keys to switch between modes and navigate channels or frequencies.

Figure 6.1: The 1.77-inch color display of the UV-17R, providing clear visibility of dual frequency bands and signal information,
enhancing user experience in various lighting conditions.

6.3 VOX Mode (Voice Operated Exchange)

Activate VOX mode for hands-free communication. When enabled, the radio will automatically transmit when it
detects your voice, eliminating the need to press the PTT key. Refer to the user manual for detailed VOX sensitivity
settings.



Figure 6.2: The VOX function allows for voice-activated transmission, providing hands-free operation for convenience during activities
where manual PTT activation is impractical.

6.4 NOAA Weather Alert

The UV-17R supports NOAA weather service, allowing it to scan 10 NOAA Weather channels. When the weather
alarm function is activated, the radio will alert you to severe weather risks, providing crucial time for preparation.

Figure 6.3: The radio's ability to receive NOAA weather alerts is vital for outdoor enthusiasts, providing timely warnings for various
weather phenomena.



6.5 Wireless Frequency Copy

This feature allows you to quickly clone the frequency and privacy code from another walkie-talkie without needing
computer programming. Long press the MENU button to enter the "FQSCAN" interface, then press MENU again to
search for the other radio's transmission frequency and privacy code. Finally, press MENU to store the frequency.

Figure 6.4: The wireless frequency copy function simplifies the process of synchronizing frequencies between two radios, enabling
quick and unobstructed communication.

6.6 LED Flashlight

The radio is equipped with a powerful LED flashlight located at the bottom. This feature can be activated for
illumination in dark environments, serving as a useful tool in emergencies or low-light conditions.



Figure 6.5: The integrated LED flashlight provides powerful illumination, making the radio a versatile tool for various situations,
including emergencies.

6.7 FM Radio

The UV-17R can also receive FM broadcast radio. This feature allows users to listen to local FM stations for
entertainment or news when not actively using the two-way communication functions.

7. PROGRAMMING

The BAOFENG UV-17R supports programming via Chirp software (compatible programming software: UV-17Pro).
This allows for advanced customization of channels, frequencies, and other radio settings through a computer.

Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 7.1: This video demonstrates the process of connecting the BAOFENG UV-17R to a computer using a programming cable and
initiating the programming software. It shows how to open the radio, connect the cable, and begin the data transfer process for



customizing radio settings.

To program your radio, connect it to your computer using a compatible programming cable. Ensure the correct drivers
are installed and use the Chirp software to read and write radio configurations. Detailed instructions for using Chirp
can be found on the Chirp official website.

Figure 7.1: The radio supports programming via computer software, allowing users to customize channels and settings for specific
operational needs.

8. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your UV-17R radio.

Cleaning: Use a soft, damp cloth to clean the radio's exterior. Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive
cleaners.

Battery Care: To maximize battery life, fully charge the battery before initial use. Avoid overcharging or
completely draining the battery. Store the battery in a cool, dry place when not in use for extended periods.

Storage: Store the radio in a dry, dust-free environment away from direct sunlight and extreme temperatures.

Antenna Care: Handle the antenna carefully to prevent bending or damage. Ensure it is securely attached
during operation.

9. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your UV-17R, refer to the common problems and solutions below:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Radio does not
power on.

Low or dead battery; incorrect battery
installation.

Charge the battery fully. Ensure the battery is correctly
installed and the tightening screw is secure.

No reception or
poor audio
quality.

Antenna not properly attached; out of
range; incorrect frequency/channel.

Check antenna connection. Move closer to the
transmitting radio. Verify frequency/channel settings.

Cannot transmit.
Incorrect frequency/channel; PTT
button malfunction; low battery.

Verify frequency/channel. Ensure PTT button is
pressed firmly. Charge the battery.



Wireless
frequency copy
fails.

Radios too far apart; interference;
incorrect procedure.

Ensure radios are close to each other. Try again in an
open area. Follow the FQSCAN procedure carefully.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

10. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Number UV-17R

Brand BAOFENG

Item Weight 1.39 pounds

Package
Dimensions

8.07 x 5.08 x 4.45 inches

Batteries 1 Lithium Ion battery required (included)

Display Type LED (1.77-inch Color Large Screen)

Number of
Channels

999

Special Features
Portable, UHF, Waterproof, NOAA Weather Alert, Wireless Frequency Copy, VOX Mode,
LED Flashlight, FM Radio

Frequency Range [30, 300] MHz (UHF) and [30, 3000] MHz (VHF)

Talking Range
Maximum

12 Miles

Tuner Technology UHF, VHF

Water Resistance
Level

Water Resistant

11. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The product specifications indicate "NO" explicit warranty. However, the manufacturer provides customer support.
For technical guidance or any inquiries regarding your BAOFENG UV-17R radio, please contact customer service.
They aim to provide "All day customer service replies to ensure your purchase enjoyment."



© 2024 BAOFENG. All rights reserved.
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