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Model: DT1516

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective operation, assembly, and maintenance of your
WEN DT1516 16-Inch 15-Amp 2-in-1 Electric Dethatcher and Scarifier. Please read all instructions carefully before
use to ensure proper function and to prevent injury or damage.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING: To reduce the risk of injury, keep hands and feet clear of rotating blades. Always wear appropriate
protective gear, including eye protection, hearing protection, and sturdy footwear, when operating this equipment.
Before starting, thoroughly inspect the work area for any rocks, debris, or other objects that could be thrown by the
blades or cause damage to the machine. Ensure the power cord is clear of the working path to prevent accidental
cutting or entanglement. Disconnect the power supply before performing any adjustments, maintenance, or when
the machine is unattended.

SETUP AND ASSEMBLY

The WEN DT1516 requires minimal assembly. Follow these steps to prepare your unit for operation:

1. Handle Assembly: Attach the upper handle to the lower handle using the provided hardware. Ensure all
connections are secure. The handle height is adjustable for user comfort.

2. Blade Installation: Your unit comes with two interchangeable heads: a 20-blade scarifying head and a 24-steel-
tine dethatching head. Select the appropriate head for your task. Use the included Allen key to securely attach
the desired head to the rotor shaft. Refer to the 'Interchangeable Heads' image for visual guidance.

3. Collection Bag Attachment: Securely attach the detachable collection bag to the rear of the unit. Ensure it is
properly seated to collect thatch and debris effectively.

4. Power Connection: Connect the dethatcher to a suitable power outlet using a heavy-duty outdoor extension
cord (12-gauge is recommended for optimal performance). Ensure the extension cord is in good condition and
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rated for outdoor use.

Figure 1: WEN DT1516 Electric Dethatcher and Scarifier with collection bag attached, ready for use.



Figure 2: The interchangeable 20-blade scarifying head for aeration and the 24-tine steel dethatcher head for thatch removal.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Follow these steps for safe and effective operation of your dethatcher/scarifier:

1. Adjusting Depth: Use the 5-position height adjustment lever to select the desired working depth. Settings range
from +1/4 inch (for light dethatching) to -1/2 inch (for aggressive scarifying). Refer to the '5-Position Height
Adjustment' image for details.

2. Starting the Unit: The unit features a 2-step safe start mechanism. First, press the safety lock button, then pull
the switch handle towards you to engage the motor. Release the safety lock button while keeping the switch
handle pulled to maintain operation.

3. Operation: Push the unit across your lawn in overlapping passes. The 16-inch working width allows for efficient
coverage. For dethatching, use the tines to gently rake up dead grass. For scarifying, the blades will penetrate
the soil to aerate and remove deeper thatch.



4. Collection Bag: Monitor the collection bag and empty it frequently to maintain optimal performance and prevent
clogging.
5. Overload Protection: The unit is equipped with overload protection that automatically stops the motor if the

blades encounter hard objects like rocks or concrete. This prevents damage to the motor and blades. If this
occurs, disconnect power, clear the obstruction, and restart the unit.
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Figure 3: The 5-position height adjustment lever allows precise control over working depth.



Figure 4: The 2-step safe start mechanism ensures accidental activation is prevented.



14.5 GALLONS
(55L)

Figure 5: The detachable 14.5-gallon (55L) collection bag for gathering thatch and debris.

MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your WEN DT1516.

o Cleaning: After each use, disconnect the power and clean the unit thoroughly. Remove any accumulated grass,
thatch, or debris from the housing, blades, and wheels. Use a brush or cloth; avoid using water directly on
electrical components.

« Blade Inspection: Periodically inspect the dethatching tines and scarifying blades for wear, damage, or
dullness. Worn or damaged blades should be replaced promptly to maintain effectiveness and safety.
Replacement parts are available through WEN customer service.

o Storage: Store the dethatcher/scarifier in a dry, secure location, away from moisture and extreme temperatures.
The handle can be folded down for compact storage.



TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your WEN DT1516.

Problem Possible Cause Solution
Power cord not connected; Ensure power cord is securely plugged in. Follow 2-
) Safety lock button not pressed; step safe start procedure. Check household circuit
Unit does not start o , . .
Circuit breaker tripped; Overload  breaker. If overload protection activated, clear
protection activated. obstruction and restart.
Poor Incorrect depth setting; Worn or Adjust depth setting to a lower position. Inspect and
dethatching/scarifying damaged blades/tines; Collection  replace blades/tines if necessary. Empty collection
performance bag full. bag frequently.

Overload protection activated due = Disconnect power, clear the obstruction from the
to obstruction (e.g., rock, thick blades, and restart the unit. Reduce working depth if
thatch). thatch is excessively thick.

Motor stops during
operation

If you encounter issues not listed here or require further assistance, please contact WEN customer service.

SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail
M |

ode DT1516
Number

Power Source = AC Electric
Motor 15 Amp

No-Load

Up to 3300 RPM
Speed

Working Width 16 Inches

Height .
) 5 Positions (+1/4" to -1/2")

Adjustment
Scarifyi

canying 20 Blades
Head
Dethatchi

ethatching 54 Steel Tines
Head

Collection Bag

, 14.5 Gallons (55 Liters)
Capacity

1 Pounds (Note: This weight seems unusually low for the product type and may be a data entry

ltem Weight . )
error. Refer to product packaging for accurate weight.)



Feature Detail

P

roduct 40.94 x 23.62 x 40.94 inches
Dimensions
Material Alloy Steel (blades/tines)

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

The WEN DT1516 Electric Dethatcher and Scarifier is backed by atwo-year warranty. This warranty covers
defects in material and workmanship under normal use. For warranty claims, technical assistance, or to order
replacement parts, please contact WEN customer service. A stocked inventory of replacement parts is available to
ensure continued product support.

For more information or to explore other WEN products, visit the officiaWEN Store.

Related Documents - DT1516
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WEN DT1516 16-Inch Dethatcher & Scarifier Instruction Manual

This manual provides comprehensive instructions for the WEN DT1516 16-Inch Dethatcher &
Scarifier, covering safety guidelines, assembly, operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and parts
lists.

WEN 15-Inch Dethatcher & Scarifier Model DT1315 Instruction Manual

This manual provides essential safety information, assembly instructions, operation guidelines, and
maintenance procedures for the WEN 15-Inch Dethatcher & Scarifier, Model DT1315. Learn how to
safely use and maintain your WEN dethatcher and scarifier for optimal performance.

WEN 20V MAX Brushless 15-Inch Lawn Mower (Models 20835, 20835BT) - Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the WEN 20V MAX Brushless 15-Inch Lawn Mower (Models
20835, 20835BT), covering safety, operation, maintenance, and specifications. Learn how to safely
assemble, use, and care for your WEN lawn mower.
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WEN MSA1621 Scroll Saw Stand: Assembly, Safety, and Operation Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the WEN MSA1621 Scroll Saw Stand, covering safety
guidelines, unpacking, assembly instructions, mounting procedures, parts list, and warranty
information. Designed for woodworking enthusiasts.

WEN 4017 16-Inch Electric Chainsaw Instruction Manual

Comprehensive instruction manual for the WEN 4017 16-inch electric chainsaw, covering safety,
operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and parts. Learn how to safely use and maintain your
WEN chainsaw.

WEN 3921 Scroll Saw & 6502T Belt & Disc Sander User Manuals

Comprehensive user manuals for WEN 3921 Scroll Saw and WEN 6502T Belt & Disc Sander,
covering safety, operation, maintenance, and specifications for woodworking enthusiasts.
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