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WED8410SW1, WED8500SR0, WED85HEFC0, WED85HEFW0, WED86HEBC0,
WED86HEBW0, WED8740DC1, WED8740DW1, WED87HEDC1

Generic Dryer Heating Element Replacement Kit
Instruction Manual

For Whirlpool Dryer Models: WED8410SW1, WED8500SR0, WED85HEFC0, WED85HEFW0, WED86HEBC0,
WED86HEBW0, WED8740DC1, WED8740DW1, WED87HEDC1

1. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Before attempting any repair or installation, please read and understand all instructions. Appliance repair can
be hazardous. If you are not comfortable performing this repair, it is recommended to seek assistance from a
qualified technician.

Disconnect Power: Always disconnect the dryer from its power source (unplug or turn off the circuit
breaker) before beginning any service.

Wear Protective Gear: Use appropriate personal protective equipment, such as gloves and safety
glasses.

Verify Compatibility: Ensure this replacement kit is compatible with your specific dryer model. Refer to
the model numbers listed on the product packaging and in this manual.

Handle with Care: Components may have sharp edges. Handle all parts carefully.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

This replacement kit includes essential components for restoring heating functionality to compatible Whirlpool
dryers. The kit typically contains a heating element, a thermal fuse, and a thermostat.
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Image 2.1: The complete dryer heating element assembly, featuring the coiled heating wires mounted on a metal frame.
This component is responsible for generating heat within the dryer.



Image 2.2: Close-up view of the thermal fuse (left) and thermostat (right). The thermal fuse is a safety device that trips if the
dryer overheats, while the thermostat regulates the dryer's operating temperature.

The heating element is the primary component that generates heat. The thermal fuse is a safety device
designed to prevent overheating by cutting power if the dryer's temperature exceeds a safe limit. The
thermostat monitors and regulates the internal temperature of the dryer, cycling the heating element on and off
to maintain the selected heat setting.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

This section provides general steps for replacing the heating element, thermal fuse, and thermostat. Specific
dryer disassembly procedures may vary by model. Always refer to your dryer's service manual for detailed
instructions.

Required Tools (May Vary):

Screwdrivers (Phillips and Flathead)

Nut Drivers or Socket Set

Pliers

Multimeter (for testing components, optional but recommended)



Installation Steps:

1. Disconnect Power: Unplug the dryer from the wall outlet or turn off the circuit breaker supplying power
to the dryer. This is a critical safety step.

2. Access the Heating Element: Depending on your dryer model, you may need to remove the rear panel,
top panel, or front panel to access the heating element housing. Carefully remove any screws or clips
securing these panels.

3. Locate Components: Identify the existing heating element assembly, thermal fuse, and thermostat.
They are typically located within a metal housing near the blower wheel or exhaust duct.

4. Disconnect Wiring: Take a photograph or make a diagram of the wiring connections to the heating
element, thermal fuse, and thermostat before disconnecting them. Carefully pull off the wire terminals.

5. Remove Old Components: Unscrew or unclip the old heating element assembly from its housing.
Similarly, remove the old thermal fuse and thermostat.

6. Install New Components:

Mount the new heating element assembly into the housing, securing it with screws or clips.

Install the new thermal fuse and thermostat in their respective positions. Ensure they are securely
fastened.

7. Reconnect Wiring: Using your photograph or diagram, reconnect the wire terminals to the new heating
element, thermal fuse, and thermostat. Ensure all connections are snug and secure.

8. Reassemble Dryer: Carefully reattach any panels or components that were removed during
disassembly. Ensure all screws and clips are properly secured.

9. Restore Power: Plug the dryer back into the wall outlet or turn on the circuit breaker.



Image 3.1: A close-up of a terminal connection on the heating element. Ensure all electrical connections are clean, tight, and
correctly matched during installation.

4. OPERATING AND TESTING AFTER INSTALLATION

After completing the installation, it is important to test the dryer's functionality to ensure the new components
are working correctly.

1. Initial Test: Run the dryer on a low heat setting for a short cycle (e.g., 10-15 minutes) with a small load
of damp clothes or towels.

2. Check for Heat: Verify that the dryer is producing heat. You should feel warm air coming from the
exhaust vent.

3. Monitor Performance: Listen for any unusual noises and observe if the dryer cycles properly. The
clothes should dry as expected.

4. Safety Check: Ensure there are no burning smells or excessive heat from the dryer's exterior. If any
issues arise, immediately disconnect power and re-check your installation.

5. MAINTENANCE



While the heating element kit itself requires no specific maintenance, regular dryer maintenance is crucial for
its longevity and efficient operation, and to prevent premature failure of heating components.

Clean Lint Filter: Clean the lint filter before or after every load.

Inspect Exhaust Vent: Periodically check and clean the dryer's exhaust vent system (from the dryer to
the outside) to ensure proper airflow. Blocked vents can cause overheating and reduce drying efficiency.

Inspect Components: During routine dryer cleaning or other maintenance, visually inspect the heating
element, thermal fuse, and thermostat for any signs of damage or wear.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If your dryer is not functioning correctly after installing the replacement kit, consider the following common
issues:

Dryer Not Heating:

Check Power: Ensure the dryer is receiving power and the circuit breaker has not tripped.

Wiring: Verify all electrical connections to the heating element, thermal fuse, and thermostat are
secure and correctly connected.

Thermal Fuse: A new thermal fuse can blow if there's an underlying issue causing overheating,
such as a clogged vent. Check the vent system.

Thermostat: Although new, a thermostat could be faulty or incorrectly installed.

Dryer Overheating:

Clogged Vent: The most common cause of overheating is a restricted exhaust vent. Clean the
entire vent path.

Thermostat: A faulty operating thermostat might not be cycling off the heat correctly.

Dryer Not Starting:

Door Switch: Ensure the dryer door is fully closed and the door switch is engaging properly.

Thermal Fuse: If the thermal fuse has blown, the dryer will not start. This indicates an overheating
issue that needs to be addressed.

If troubleshooting steps do not resolve the issue, it is recommended to consult a professional appliance
technician.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute Value

Item Weight 1 pounds

Package
Dimensions

11 x 1 x 1 inches

Compatible
Dryer Models

WED8410SW1, WED8500SR0, WED85HEFC0, WED85HEFW0, WED86HEBC0,
WED86HEBW0, WED8740DC1, WED8740DW1, WED87HEDC1

Components
Included

Heating Element, Thermal Fuse, Thermostat



8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For information regarding warranty coverage or technical support for this replacement kit, please refer to the
product listing or contact the seller directly through the platform where the purchase was made. Keep your
purchase receipt as proof of purchase.
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