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1. INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the user manual for your Singer 401A Slant-O-Matic sewing machine. This guide provides
comprehensive instructions to help you understand, operate, and maintain your machine effectively. The Singer
Slant-O-Matic series is renowned for its innovative design and versatility, often referred to as "the greatest sewing
machine ever built." Please read this manual thoroughly to ensure optimal performance and longevity of your
sewing machine.
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Figure 1.1: Front cover of the Singer 401A Slant-O-Matic user manual.

2. SETUP

2.1 Winding the Bobbin and Throat Plate

Proper bobbin winding and correct handling of the throat plate are essential for consistent stitch quality and
machine function. Refer to the diagrams below for detailed steps.

Figure 2.1: Illustrations for winding the bobbin and handling the throat plate.

Winding the Bobbin:

1. Place the thread on the spool pin.

2. Lead the thread between the tension discs.

3. Thread through the small hole on the left side of the bobbin.

4. Place the bobbin onto the bobbin winder spindle.

5. Engage the bobbin winder and start the machine. The bobbin will wind evenly.

6. Stop winding when the bobbin is full and cut the thread.

Throat Plate Removal and Replacement:

The throat plate may need to be removed for cleaning or to access the bobbin case. To remove, set the needle
bar to its highest position and the presser foot lifter to its highest position. Locate the "Unlock" position for removal.
To replace, align the plate and secure it into the "Lock" position. Ensure it is firmly seated before sewing.

3. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

3.1 Combination Patterns and Variations



The Singer 401A Slant-O-Matic offers a wide range of decorative stitch patterns. You can create a great variety of
additional stitch patterns by combining any left-hand Selector setting from D through J with any right-hand Selector
setting from L through Special. For example, a Red Lever setting of 3 results in a Combination Pattern. Settings of
2 and 4 produce Variations.

Figure 3.1: Visual guide to combination patterns and variations using the stitch selectors.

3.2 Buttonholes

The length of the cutting space for a buttonhole is determined by the width and thickness of the button. The length
of the finished buttonhole will be the cutting space plus 1/8 inch for bar tacks. It is recommended to practice on a
scrap piece of fabric similar to your garment to ensure correct sizing and appearance.



Figure 3.2: Guide for creating buttonholes, including marking lines and stitch areas.

3.3 Decorative Stitching Examples

The Singer 401A is capable of producing various decorative stitches. Experiment with different settings and fabrics
to achieve unique designs. The machine's versatility allows for creative embellishments on a wide range of
projects.



Figure 3.3: An example of decorative stitching created with the Singer 401A.

4. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the smooth operation and longevity of your Singer 401A sewing machine. Keep
your machine clean and free of lint and dust, especially around the bobbin area and feed dogs. Refer to the throat
plate removal instructions in Section 2.1 for access to internal components for cleaning.
Periodically oil your machine according to the lubrication points specified in the full manual. Use only sewing
machine oil to prevent damage.

5. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section provides general guidance for common issues. For detailed troubleshooting, consult the full Singer
401A service manual or contact a qualified technician.

Skipped Stitches: Check needle installation, ensure it's not bent or dull, and verify proper threading.

Thread Breakage: Inspect for burrs on the needle plate or tension discs, ensure correct tension settings,
and use quality thread.

Uneven Stitches: Adjust tension settings for both upper and bobbin threads. Ensure the fabric is fed evenly.

Machine Jamming: Remove any tangled threads from the bobbin area and ensure the bobbin is correctly
inserted.

6. SPECIFICATIONS

This manual provides instructions for the Singer 401A Slant-O-Matic sewing machine. Key specifications for the
machine include:



Model: Singer 401A Slant-O-Matic

Type: Domestic Sewing Machine

Features: Slant needle design, automatic decorative stitching, buttonhole capability.

Note: The physical dimensions and weight (e.g., 9 x 6 x 0.1 inches, 2 ounces) listed in the product details refer to
this reproduction user manual, not the Singer 401A sewing machine itself.

7. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Singer Sewing Machines are sold and serviced wherever you see the famous SINGER and Red "S" Trademarks.
When your machine needs servicing, call your SINGER SEWING CENTER to ensure warranted SINGER parts
and service. Refer to your local classified telephone directory for the nearest service center address.
The improper placing or renewal of the trademark "SINGER" or any other of the trademarks of The Singer
Company (all of which are duly Registered Trademarks) on any machine that has been repaired, rebuilt,
reconditioned, or altered in any way whatsoever outside a SINGER factory or an authorized SINGER agency is
forbidden.

Figure 7.1: Information regarding Singer service and trademark protection.
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