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1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m is an updated and upgraded Bind-N-Fly (BNF) Basic RC aircraft, featuring the iconic
inverted gull wing design of the F4U Corsair. This model is designed for intermediate pilots, offering enhanced capabilities
and performance.

Image: The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m RC Airplane, showcasing its distinctive blue finish and inverted gull wings.

Key Features:

Updated and upgraded for easier flight and improved scale-like, sport flying, higher speed, and high-energy
aerobatic capabilities.
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Specially tuned motor compatible with 3S and 4S batteries without modifications.

Spektrum AR631 receiver with fly-by range telemetry and DSMX technology.

Innovative and optional-use SAFE Select flight envelope protection for easier flying.

Factory-applied paint finish with included decal sheets for customization (MARINES, NAVY, etc.).

Skill Level:

Image: A circular emblem indicating "Skill Level 2: Some Experience Required."
Skill Level 2 aircraft are suitable for intermediate pilots who have prior experience with "Next Step" and more advanced

aircraft.

Items Needed to Complete (Not Included):

Image: Icons representing a battery, a charger, and a transmitter, indicating these items are required but not included with the aircraft.

Battery Charger Transmitter

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

WARNING:
Read the ENTIRE instruction manual to become familiar with the features of the product before operating. Failure to
operate the product correctly can result in damage to the product, personal property, and cause serious injury. This is a
sophisticated hobby product. It must be operated with caution and common sense and requires some basic mechanical
ability. Failure to operate this product in a safe and responsible manner could result in injury or damage to the product or
other property. This product is not intended for use by children. Do not use with incompatible components or alter this
product in any way outside of the instructions provided by Horizon Hobby, LLC. This manual contains instructions for
safety, operation, and maintenance. It is essential to read and follow all the instructions and warnings in the manual, prior
to assembly, setup, or use, in order to operate correctly and avoid damage or serious injury.

3. SETUP AND ASSEMBLY

The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m comes largely pre-assembled. Follow these general steps for final setup:



1. Unpacking: Carefully remove all components from the box. Inspect for any damage during shipping.

2. Wing Installation: Attach the wings to the fuselage according to the detailed instructions in the full product manual
(refer to the included physical manual for specific steps). Ensure all connections are secure.

3. Tail Assembly: Secure the horizontal and vertical stabilizers if they are not pre-installed.

4. Propeller Installation: Attach the propeller and spinner assembly, ensuring it is balanced and securely fastened.

5. Binding the Receiver:

Ensure your Spektrum DSMX/DSM2 compatible transmitter is fully charged.

Power on the aircraft's receiver (AR631) and put it into bind mode.

Initiate the bind process on your transmitter. Refer to your transmitter's manual for specific binding procedures.

Once bound, verify all control surfaces (ailerons, elevator, rudder) respond correctly to transmitter inputs.

6. Battery Installation:

Use a recommended 3S or 4S LiPo battery.

Securely place the battery in the designated battery compartment, ensuring proper weight distribution for
optimal Center of Gravity (CG).

Connect the battery to the ESC.

7. Control Surface Checks: Before every flight, confirm that all control surfaces move freely and in the correct
direction relative to your stick inputs.

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Pre-Flight Checks:

Check battery charge levels for both the aircraft and transmitter.

Inspect all control linkages for freedom of movement and security.

Verify propeller and spinner are securely attached.

Confirm landing gear operation (if retractable).

Perform a range check of your radio system.

Check weather conditions, especially wind speed and direction.

Flight Modes (AS3X and SAFE Select):

The F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m is equipped with Spektrum's AS3X (Artificial Stabilization – 3-aXis) and optional SAFE (Sensor
Assisted Flight Envelope) Select technologies.

AS3X Technology: This system works behind the scenes to smooth out the effects of wind and turbulence, making
the aircraft feel like it's flying on rails. It provides a more locked-in feel, enhancing precision and stability without
limiting control authority.

SAFE Select Technology: This is an optional-use feature that provides flight envelope protection, making it easier
to fly. When activated, SAFE Select offers:

Pitch and Bank Angle Limits: Prevents the aircraft from over-banking or over-pitching.

Automatic Self-Leveling: Returns the aircraft to a level attitude when the sticks are released.

Panic Recovery Mode: Instantly returns the aircraft to level flight with the press of a button (assignable to a
switch on your transmitter).

Refer to your receiver's manual for instructions on how to enable or disable SAFE Select and assign it to a switch on



your transmitter.

Takeoff, Flight, and Landing:

Always operate in a safe, open area away from people and obstacles.

Takeoff: Apply throttle smoothly and maintain directional control with the rudder. Once sufficient speed is gained,
gently apply up elevator to lift off.

Flight: Practice gentle maneuvers first. Utilize AS3X for stable flight. If using SAFE Select, it will assist in
maintaining control. Explore the aircraft's capabilities as your skills improve.

Landing: Reduce throttle and establish a controlled descent. Align the aircraft with the runway. Gently flare (apply a
small amount of up elevator) just before touchdown to soften the landing.

Image: The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m flying gracefully against a blue sky with scattered clouds.



Image: The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m on its landing approach, with landing gear extended, over a dry field.

5. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and safe operation of your E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m.

Cleaning: After each flight, wipe down the airframe with a soft, damp cloth to remove dirt, dust, and debris. Avoid
harsh chemicals.

Propeller Inspection: Regularly check the propeller for nicks, cracks, or damage. A damaged propeller can cause
vibrations and reduce performance. Replace if necessary.

Control Linkages: Ensure all pushrods and control horns are secure and free from binding. Check for any loose
screws or connections.

Motor and ESC: Periodically check the motor for smooth rotation and ensure the ESC (Electronic Speed Control) is
free from debris and overheating.

Landing Gear: Inspect the retractable landing gear for proper function. Lubricate moving parts if needed. Pay close
attention to the pins and struts to ensure they are secure and not prone to falling out or bending.



Battery Care: Store LiPo batteries at a storage charge, and always charge them using a compatible LiPo charger in
a safe environment. Never overcharge or over-discharge.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Aircraft does
not respond to
transmitter.

Not bound, low
battery (aircraft or
transmitter),
incorrect model
memory selected.

Re-bind the receiver to the transmitter. Charge/replace batteries. Select correct
model on transmitter.

AS3X or SAFE
Select not
activating.

Incorrect
transmitter setup,
receiver not
initialized correctly.

Verify transmitter settings for AS3X/SAFE Select activation switch. Ensure
receiver initializes on a stable surface. Consult the full receiver manual for
detailed setup.

Retractable
landing gear
malfunctions
(pins falling
out, bending).

Wear and tear,
impact damage,
manufacturing
tolerance.

Inspect pins and struts regularly. If pins are loose, consider securing them with a
small amount of thread locker or a suitable adhesive (ensure it allows for future
disassembly if needed). For persistent issues or damage, contact E-flite/Horizon
Hobby customer support for replacement parts or advice. Avoid hard landings.

Reduced flight
time or power.

Degraded battery,
damaged
propeller, motor
issue.

Check battery health and charge. Inspect and replace damaged propeller. Check
motor for obstructions or damage.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Product Dimensions 51.5 x 15.5 x 11 inches

Item Weight 10.25 pounds

Model Number EFL18550

Manufacturer Recommended Age 14 years and up

Manufacturer E-flite

Date First Available June 23, 2022

8. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

The E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m BNF Basic package includes:

(1) E-flite F4U-4 Corsair 1.2m Aircraft



(1) Spektrum AR631 6-Channel Receiver (installed)

(1) Spektrum Avian 70A Brushless Smart Lite ESC (installed)

(1) Brushless Outrunner Motor (installed)

(6) Micro Servos (installed)

Product Manual (this document refers to the comprehensive manual included with the product)

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For detailed warranty information, technical support, and replacement parts, please refer to the official E-flite or Horizon
Hobby website. It is recommended to register your product upon purchase to facilitate any future support needs.
Online Resources:

Horizon Hobby Official Website

E-flite RC Official Website

© 2024 E-flite. All rights reserved. Product specifications are subject to change without notice.
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E-flite Viper 64mm EDF: Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the E-flite Viper 64mm EDF jet, covering assembly, setup,
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modes for an optimal flying experience.

E-flite Viper 70mm EDF Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the E-flite Viper 70mm EDF RC aircraft, covering assembly,
transmitter setup, flying tips, and troubleshooting.
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E-flite F-15 Eagle 64mm EDF BNF Basic/PNP Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the E-flite F-15 Eagle 64mm EDF aircraft, covering
assembly, setup, operation, safety precautions, and troubleshooting for both Bind-N-Fly (BNF)
Basic and Plug-N-Play (PNP) versions.

E-flite UMX WACO BNF Basic Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the E-flite UMX WACO BNF Basic RC aircraft, covering
setup, operation, safety, troubleshooting, and specifications. Learn to fly your model safely and
effectively with detailed guidance on AS3X and SAFE Select technologies.

E-flite Super Timber 1.7m RC Airplane Instruction Manual
Comprehensive instruction manual for the E-flite Super Timber 1.7m radio-controlled airplane,
covering assembly, setup, flight controls, safety precautions, and troubleshooting. Includes details
on SAFE Select technology and recommended equipment.
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