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Klipsch Reference R-121SW 12-inch Front-Firing
Subwoofer Instruction Manual

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides comprehensive instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your Klipsch
Reference R-121SW 12-inch Front-Firing Subwoofer. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the product
to ensure proper setup and optimal performance.

Key Features

12-inch Spun-Copper Thermoformed Crystalline Polymer Woofer: Designed for low frequency response,
minimal cone breakup, and reduced distortion.

All-Digital Amplifier: Delivers efficient power with accurate sound reproduction.

Front-Firing Driver: Allows for flexible placement within your listening environment.

Low-Pass Crossover and Phase Control: Enables seamless integration with other speakers and fine-tuning
of bass levels.

Line/LFE Inputs: Ensures compatibility with various AV receivers.

Durable Cabinet Design: Features scratch-resistant, reinforced ¾" MDF construction with enhanced bracing
to minimize cabinet vibration.

LED Front-Mounted Power Indicator: Provides visual status of the subwoofer.

Low-Profile Grille: Offers protection and acoustic transparency.

2. IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Please observe the following safety guidelines to prevent damage to the product or personal injury:

Read all instructions before operating the subwoofer.

Retain this manual for future reference.

Do not expose the subwoofer to water or moisture.

Ensure adequate ventilation around the unit. Do not block ventilation openings.

Place the subwoofer on a stable, level surface to prevent tipping.

Unplug the unit during lightning storms or when unused for extended periods.
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Refer all servicing to qualified service personnel.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in the packaging:

Klipsch Reference R-121SW Subwoofer

Power Cord

User Manual (this document)

4. SETUP

4.1 Placement

The front-firing design of the R-121SW allows for flexible placement. For optimal performance, consider placing the
subwoofer in a corner of the room or along a wall. Experiment with different locations to find the best bass response
for your listening area.



Image: The Klipsch R-121SW subwoofer is shown integrated into a home theater system within a modern living room, demonstrating
a typical placement scenario.

4.2 Connections

Connect the subwoofer to your AV receiver using a single RCA cable for the LFE (Low-Frequency Effects) input or a
stereo RCA cable for the Line In inputs. Ensure all connections are secure.

Image: An angled rear view of the subwoofer displays the rear port and the control panel, including the Line/LFE input jacks.

4.3 Power Connection

Once audio connections are made, connect the supplied power cord to the subwoofer's power input and then to a
wall outlet. The subwoofer features an LED power indicator on the front panel.

4.4 Controls Overview

The rear panel of the R-121SW features controls for fine-tuning its performance:

GAIN: Adjusts the subwoofer's volume level relative to your main speakers.

LOW PASS: Sets the upper frequency limit for the subwoofer. This control helps blend the subwoofer's output
with your main speakers.

PHASE: Adjusts the phase of the subwoofer's output (0° or 180°) to ensure it aligns acoustically with your
main speakers.



Image: A detailed view of the subwoofer's rear panel, showing the GAIN, LOW PASS, and PHASE controls, along with the Line/LFE
inputs.

5. OPERATING YOUR SUBWOOFER

5.1 Initial Adjustments

1. Set GAIN: Start with the GAIN control at its minimum setting. Play audio through your system and slowly
increase the GAIN until the subwoofer's output blends seamlessly with your main speakers.

2. Set LOW PASS: If your AV receiver has a built-in bass management system, set the subwoofer's LOW PASS
control to its maximum (LFE) setting. If your receiver does not have bass management, adjust the LOW PASS
control to a frequency slightly above the lowest frequency your main speakers can reproduce.

3. Set PHASE: Listen to music with strong bass. Adjust the PHASE switch between 0° and 180° to determine
which setting provides the most impactful and coherent bass response.

5.2 Power Management

The subwoofer is designed to automatically enter a standby mode when no audio signal is detected for a period. It
will automatically power on when an audio signal is received. This feature helps conserve energy.



6. MAINTENANCE

To maintain the appearance and performance of your Klipsch R-121SW subwoofer:

Cleaning: Use a dry, soft cloth to clean the cabinet. Avoid using abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Grille: The low-profile grille can be removed for cleaning or if you prefer the aesthetic of the exposed woofer.
Handle with care to avoid damage.

Environment: Avoid placing the subwoofer in direct sunlight, near heat sources, or in areas with excessive
humidity.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your subwoofer, refer to the following table for common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No power /
LED
indicator
off

Power cord disconnected; Wall outlet not
active; Subwoofer in standby mode.

Check power cord connection; Test wall outlet;
Send an audio signal to wake the subwoofer.

No sound
from
subwoofer

Audio cable disconnected; GAIN control too
low; LOW PASS set too low; Receiver
settings incorrect.

Check audio cable connections; Increase GAIN;
Adjust LOW PASS; Verify receiver's subwoofer
output is enabled.

Distorted
or unclear
bass

GAIN set too high; Subwoofer placement
issues; Phase mismatch.

Reduce GAIN; Experiment with subwoofer
placement; Adjust PHASE switch.

Humming
or buzzing
noise

Ground loop; Loose connections;
Interference from other electronics.

Ensure all components are on the same electrical
circuit; Check all connections; Move subwoofer or
other electronics.

8. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Name R-121SW

Speaker Type Subwoofer

Woofer Diameter 12 Inches

Amplifier Type All-Digital Amplifier

Speaker Maximum Output Power 400 Watts

Frequency Response 120 Hz (Upper Limit)

Product Dimensions (D x W x H) 19.7" x 16" x 16.6"



Item Weight 34.2 Pounds

Connectivity Technology Wired (Speaker Wire, Line/LFE)

Mounting Type Floor Standing

Material MDF (Cabinet), Spun-Copper TCP (Woofer)

Color Black

UPC 743878046786

Feature Specification

Image: A diagram illustrating the physical dimensions of the Klipsch R-121SW subwoofer: 16.6 inches in height, 16 inches in width,
and 19.7 inches in depth.

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

9.1 Warranty Information



The Klipsch Reference R-121SW Subwoofer is covered by a limited warranty. Please refer to the warranty card
included with your product or visit the official Klipsch website for detailed terms and conditions.

9.2 Customer Support

For technical assistance, troubleshooting beyond this manual, or warranty claims, please contact Klipsch customer
support. Contact information can typically be found on the official Klipsch website or in your product's packaging.

ASK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.

Name

Anonymous

Email

you@example.com

After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.

Question

Example: How do I reset this device or fix this error?

Details

Model number, symptoms, what you tried, or the section of the manual you are using.

Submit question

http://127.0.0.1/privacy-policy
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