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Nektar SE61

Nektar SE61 USB MIDI Controller Keyboard

Model: SE61 | Brand: Nektar

1. INTRODUCTION

The Nektar SE61 is a USB MIDI controller keyboard designed for music production with computers. It features a full-
size, velocity-sensitive keyboard and includes essential performance controls. This manual provides detailed
instructions for setting up, operating, and maintaining your SE61 controller, along with information on Nektar DAW
integration.
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Image 1.1: Top view of the Nektar SE61 USB MIDI Controller Keyboard.

2. WHAT's IN THE Box
Verify that all items are present in the packaging:

o SE61 Keyboard
» USB Cable
o User Manual (this document)

» Bitwig Studio 8-Track License Card

3. SETUP

3.1 Connecting to Your Computer
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1. Connect the USB Cable: Plug one end of the supplied USB cable into the "USB to Host" port on the rear of
the Nektar SE61.

2. Connect to Computer: Plug the other end of the USB cable into an available USB port on your computer
(Windows, macQS, or Linux).

3. Power On: Ensure the On/Off switch on the rear panel is set to the "On" position. The SE61 is USB bus-
powered and does not require an external power supply.

4. Driver Installation: The Nektar SE61 is a class-compliant USB MIDI device, meaning it does not require
special drivers for basic functionality on most operating systems. Your computer should automatically
recognize it.

Image 3.1: Rear panel showing USB to Host port and Sustain input.

3.2 Connecting to iOS Devices

To connect the SE61 to an iOS device (e.g., iPad), you will need an Apple Camera Connection Kit (not supplied).
Connect the USB cable from the SE61 to the Camera Connection Kit, and then connect the kit to your iOS device.
3.3 Software Setup

Once connected, open your Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) or music software. The SE61 should appear as a MIDI
input device. Refer to your software's documentation for specific instructions on enabling MIDI input devices.
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Image 3.2: Nektar SE61 connectivity with different operating systems.

4. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

4.1 Keyboard

The SE61 features 61 full-sized, velocity-sensitive keys. The velocity sensitivity allows for expressive playing, where
the force of your key press affects the sound's dynamics.



PLAY - THE ACTION

61 Velocity-Sensitive Full-sized
Keys with a Synth Action
Keybed for expressive
performance.

Image 4.1: Close-up of the SE61's velocity-sensitive keys.

4.2 Performance Controls

The left side of the keyboard features several controls for real-time performance and expression:

« Pitch Bend Wheel: Allows for real-time pitch modulation of notes.

+ Modulation Wheel: Typically used to control parameters like vibrato, tremolo, or filter cutoff, depending on the
software instrument.

o Octave Buttons (Up/Down): Shift the keyboard's octave range up or down.

« Transpose Buttons (Up/Down): Shift the keyboard's pitch in semitone increments. Be aware that accidental
presses can change the activated note.

« MIDI-Assignable Fader: A slider that can be assigned to control various parameters within your DAW or
software instruments.



PERFORMANCE CONTROLS

Perform and transform your
music with dedicated large Pitch
Bend, Modulation Wheel!
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Four buttons and one MIDI-
assignable fader to the left of
the keys make the SE61 even
more flexible.

Image 4.2: Detailed view of the SE61's performance controls.

4.3 Nektar DAW Integration

The Nektar SE61 offers dedicated DAW integration for popular Digital Audio Workstations. This integration provides
enhanced control over transport functions (play, stop, record), track selection, and more, directly from the keyboard.
Supported DAWSs include: Bitwig, Cubase, Garageband, Logic, Nuendo, Digital Performer, Mixcraft, Reason,
Reaper, Sonar, and Studio One.

For specific setup and usage instructions regarding Nektar DAW integration, please visit the official Nektar website
and refer to the dedicated documentation for your chosen DAW.
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Image 4.3: Nektar SE61 demonstrating DAW integration compatibility.

5. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Name SE61

Number of Keys 61

Key Type Full-sized, Velocity-sensitive, Synth Action

Connectivity USB (USB Class Compliant)

Hardware Interface UsSB



Feature Detail

Bitwig, Cubase, Garageband, Logic, Nuendo, Digital Performer, Mixcraft, Reason,

Compatible Devices

Reaper, Sonar, Studio One

Hardware Platform Linux, macOS, Windows PC, iOS
Color Black
Item Weight 6.6 pounds (approx. 3 kg)

Product Dimensions (L
x W x H)

38.77 x 7.75 x 2.75 inches (approx. 98.5 x 19.7 x 7 cm)

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

6.1 No Sound or MIDI Output

Check USB Connection: Ensure the USB cable is securely connected to both the SE61 and your computer.
Try a different USB port or cable.

Power On: Verify the On/Off switch on the SE61 is in the "On" position.

DAW/Software Settings: Confirm that the Nektar SE61 is selected as a MIDI input device within your DAW or
music software's preferences/settings.

Instrument Track: Ensure you have an instrument track armed for recording or monitoring, and that a virtual
instrument is loaded and active.

Octave/Transpose Settings: Check if the Octave or Transpose buttons have been accidentally pressed,
shifting the keyboard out of the audible range or to an unexpected pitch.

6.2 Keys Not Responding or Sticking

Restart: Disconnect and reconnect the USB cable, then restart your computer and DAW.
Cleanliness: Ensure no debris or liquids have entered the keybed. Refer to the Maintenance section for
cleaning instructions.

Software Glitch: Close and reopen your music software. If the issue persists, try testing with a different MIDI
monitoring application to determine if the problem is with the keyboard or the software.

6.3 DAW Integration Not Working

Nektar Website: Visit the official Nektar website for the latest DAW integration files and detailed setup guides
specific to your DAW.

Installation: Ensure any necessary Nektar DAW integration files have been correctly installed according to
Nektar's instructions.

DAW Preferences: Double-check your DAW's control surface or MIDI preferences to ensure the Nektar SE61
is correctly configured for integration.



7. MAINTENANCE

7.1 Cleaning

o Exterior: Use a soft, dry, lint-free cloth to wipe the surface of the SE61. For stubborn dirt, slightly dampen the
cloth with water. Avoid abrasive cleaners, solvents, or waxes.
+ Keys: Gently wipe the keys with a soft, slightly damp cloth. Do not allow liquids to seep between the keys.

o Ports: Keep all ports free of dust and debris. Use compressed air if necessary, but avoid inserting objects into
the ports.

7.2 Storage

When not in use, store the Nektar SE61 in a clean, dry environment away from direct sunlight, extreme
temperatures, and excessive humidity. If transporting, consider using a padded case to protect the keyboard.

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, technical support, and further assistance, please refer to the official Nektar Technology
website or contact their customer support directly. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.
Nektar Technology Website: www.nektartech.com

© 2025 Nektar Technology. All rights reserved.
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e Comprehensive guide to the Nektar SE25 MIDI controller keyboard, covering setup, features like
=T - Part Two and Global Settings, and button assignments for music production.

» e | Nektar SE25/SE49/SE61 DAW Integration User Guide
- Comprehensive guide for integrating Nektar SE25, SE49, and SE61 MIDI controllers with popular

Digital Audio Workstations (DAWSs) including Bitwig, Cubase, FL Studio, Logic Pro, and more. Learn
setup, transport control, and configuration.



https://www.nektartech.com
https://manuals.plus/m/eea6079ccdb6b9478c72634cf94dcaba158d5b49f3ac2feaa06d788bc9ab5962
https://manuals.plus/m/eea6079ccdb6b9478c72634cf94dcaba158d5b49f3ac2feaa06d788bc9ab5962
https://manuals.plus/m/3006dae416605da09e10d87e641d92bf43cf76912e2a1c312dcea3777fa95786
https://manuals.plus/m/3006dae416605da09e10d87e641d92bf43cf76912e2a1c312dcea3777fa95786

-W Nektar SE49 User Guide: MIDI Controller Keyboard

User Guide

e Comprehensive user guide for the Nektar SE49 49-key MIDI controller keyboard, covering setup,
features, DAW integration, and MIDI control.
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T Nektar Impact LX MK3 Owner's Manual - MIDI Keyboard Controller Guide
This comprehensive owner's manual provides detailed instructions and information for the Nektar

Impact LX MK® series of MIDI keyboard controllers. It covers firmware updates, hardware overview,
setup, MIDI control, DAW integration, NKS compatibility, looper functions, mixer and instrument
modes, presets, pad maps, and conformity declarations.
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Nektar DAW Integration and SE25/SE49/SE61 Working Together

Nektar SE25/SE49/SE61 DAW Integration User Guide

Comprehensive guide for integrating Nektar SE25, SE49, and SE61 MIDI controllers
with popular Digital Audio Workstations (DAWSs) including Bitwig, Cubase, FL Studio,
Logic Pro, and more. Learn setup, transport control, and configuration.

lang:en score:56 filesize: 205.34 K page_count: 5 document date: 2021-12-23



https://manuals.plus/m/44dc8af860bfffa0533456ac775163b1fd3b74ddc98ccb3ab3d6f8c7f9f438fe
https://manuals.plus/m/44dc8af860bfffa0533456ac775163b1fd3b74ddc98ccb3ab3d6f8c7f9f438fe
https://manuals.plus/m/f421696ff3a0d8cd3614461166c4ac33fcaa48c461247e42c6d84b249cc50298
https://manuals.plus/m/f421696ff3a0d8cd3614461166c4ac33fcaa48c461247e42c6d84b249cc50298
https://manuals.plus/m/3006dae416605da09e10d87e641d92bf43cf76912e2a1c312dcea3777fa95786
https://manuals.plus/m/3006dae416605da09e10d87e641d92bf43cf76912e2a1c312dcea3777fa95786

m Melodics

Using your Nektar transport controls
with Melodics.
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