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1. INTRODUCTION

The ZTE MF79N is an unlocked Wi-Fi USB modem designed to provide portable internet access. It functions as a low-cost travel
Wi-Fi hotspot, allowing up to 10 devices to connect simultaneously. This device offers high-speed 4G connectivity, making it
suitable for various uses including travel, work, and home entertainment. Its compact and lightweight design ensures easy
portability.

2. WHAT'S IN THE BOX

Please verify that all items are present in the package:

1 x ZTE MF79N (white) Wi-Fi USB Modem

1 x USB Charging Cable

1 x Quick Start Guide

1 x SIM Ejector Tool

3. SETUP GUIDE

3.1. Inserting the SIM Card

The ZTE MF79N is unlocked to all networks. To begin, you will need an activated data SIM card. Locate the SIM card slot on the
device, typically covered by a small flap. Use the provided SIM ejector tool if necessary to open the tray or slot. Insert your
activated data SIM card into the designated slot, ensuring correct orientation. Close the flap or reinsert the tray securely.
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Figure 1: Front view of the ZTE MF79N Wi-Fi USB Modem. This image displays the device's compact white design, featuring indicator
lights for signal strength and Wi-Fi status.

3.2. Powering On the Device

The device can be powered in several ways:

Directly via USB: Plug the ZTE MF79N into a USB port on a computer or laptop. The device will draw power directly from
the USB port.

Via USB Power Adapter: Connect the device to a standard USB power adapter (not included) and plug it into an electrical
outlet.

Via Car USB Port: For on-the-go connectivity, plug the device into a USB port available in your vehicle.



Figure 2: The ZTE MF79N plugged into a wall power adapter, illustrating its use for creating a Wi-Fi hotspot in a home or office setting.



Figure 3: The ZTE MF79N connected to a laptop via its USB port, highlighting its functionality as a direct internet connection for computers.



Figure 4: The ZTE MF79N plugged into a car's USB port, demonstrating its utility for providing seamless on-the-go connectivity during
travel.

3.3. Initial Configuration

Upon first connection, the device may prompt for driver installation if connected to a computer. Once powered, the device will
attempt to connect to the mobile network. You can access the device's web management interface by connecting to its Wi-Fi
network (SSID and password are usually found on a sticker on the device) and navigating to the default IP address (e.g.,
192.168.0.1) in your web browser. This interface allows for advanced settings, including APN configuration if required by your SIM
card provider.

4. OPERATING THE DEVICE

4.1. Connecting Devices to the Wi-Fi Hotspot

Once the ZTE MF79N is powered on and connected to the mobile network, it will broadcast a Wi-Fi signal. You can connect up to
10 devices simultaneously. On your smartphone, tablet, or laptop, search for available Wi-Fi networks. Select the network name
(SSID) corresponding to your ZTE MF79N and enter the Wi-Fi password. Both the SSID and password are typically printed on a



label on the device itself.

Figure 5: The ZTE MF79N in use, highlighting its high-speed 4G capabilities with 150 Mbps download and 50 Mbps upload speeds,
operating on a 2100MHz FDD-LTE network frequency.

4.2. Understanding LED Indicators

The device features LED indicators that provide information about its status:

Wi-Fi Indicator: Shows the status of the Wi-Fi hotspot.

Signal Indicator: Displays the strength of the mobile network signal.

Network Mode Indicator: Indicates the current network mode (e.g., 4G, 3G).

Refer to the Quick Start Guide for a detailed explanation of each LED's behavior (color, blinking patterns).

5. MAINTENANCE

5.1. Software Updates



The ZTE MF79N is compliant with the PSTI Act, ensuring that it will continue to receive security and software updates from the
purchase date until April 2026. It is recommended to regularly check for and install available software updates via the device's web
management interface to ensure optimal performance and security.

5.2. Cleaning the Device

To maintain the device's appearance and functionality, gently wipe its exterior with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using liquid cleaners or
abrasive materials, as these can damage the device.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

6.1. No Internet Connection

Check SIM Card: Ensure the SIM card is correctly inserted and activated with a data plan.

Signal Strength: Verify the signal indicator on the device. If the signal is weak or absent, try moving to an area with better
network coverage.

APN Settings: Access the web management interface (usually 192.168.0.1) and check the APN settings. These must
match your mobile network provider's specifications.

Restart Device: Disconnect and reconnect the device from its power source.

6.2. Devices Cannot Connect to Wi-Fi

Wi-Fi Enabled: Ensure the Wi-Fi indicator on the device is active.

Correct Password: Double-check that you are entering the correct Wi-Fi password (WPA key) as printed on the device.

Device Limit: The device supports up to 10 connected devices. If you have more, disconnect some to free up capacity.

6.3. Slow Connection Speed

Signal Strength: A weak mobile signal will result in slower speeds. Try to improve signal reception.

Network Congestion: Performance can be affected by network congestion, especially during peak hours.

Device Placement: Ensure the device is not obstructed and is placed in an open area for optimal Wi-Fi signal distribution.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Brand ZTE

Model Name MF79N

Product Dimensions 10.16 x 3.17 x 1.4 cm

Item Weight 40 g

Colour White

Connectivity Type Wi-Fi

Wireless Standard 802.11n, 802.11b, 802.11g

Frequency Band Class Dual-Band

Frequency 2100 MHz (FDD-LTE)

Download Speed (Max) 150 Mbps

Upload Speed (Max) 50 Mbps



Max Connected Devices 10

Special Features Unlocked, USB Connectivity, Compact Design, 4G

Compatible Devices Laptop, Personal Computer, Tablet, Smartphone

Recommended Uses Travel, Work, Home Entertainment

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

8.1. Product Warranty

The ZTE MF79N comes with a 2-year warranty. Please retain your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

8.2. Security and Software Updates

As per PSTI Act compliance, this device will receive security and software updates until April 2026. For any concerns regarding
security issues, please report them to: customerservice@efones.com.

© 2024 ZTE. All rights reserved.
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