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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Kicker C12V-SL Vented Box Bassreflex Subwoofer. This manual provides essential
information for the proper installation, operation, and maintenance of your new subwoofer. Please read this manual
thoroughly before use to ensure optimal performance and safety.

2. SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always observe the following safety precautions to prevent injury or damage to the subwoofer and connected equipment:

« Do not expose the subwoofer to moisture, rain, or extreme temperatures.

« Ensure proper ventilation around the subwoofer to prevent overheating.

o Disconnect power from all audio components before making any connections.

» Use appropriate gauge wiring for power and speaker connections to handle the 600 Watt maximum output.
« Avoid placing the subwoofer in direct sunlight or near heat sources.

« Do not attempt to open or service the subwoofer yourself. Refer all servicing to qualified personnel.

o Keep out of reach of children.

3. PAckAGE CONTENTS

Please check the package for the following items:

« Kicker C12V-SL Vented Box Bassreflex Subwoofer

o User Manual (this document)
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Figure 1: Kicker C12V-SL Vented Box Bassreflex Subwoofer. This image shows the black rectangular subwoofer enclosure with a large central speaker cone and a
circular port on the right side. The Kicker logo is visible on the top right of the enclosure.

4. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for optimal performance and longevity of your subwoofer. This subwoofer is designed for car
audio applications.

4.1 Placement

Choose a secure and stable location for the subwoofer within your vehicle, typically the trunk or cargo area. Ensure it is
not obstructing any safety features or passenger movement. The vented design requires some clear space around the
port for optimal bass response.

4.2 Wiring Connections

The Kicker C12V-SL subwoofer has an impedance of 4 Ohms and can handle a maximum output power of 600 Watts.
Ensure your amplifier is compatible with these specifications.

1. Power Connection: Connect the amplifier's power input to the vehicle's battery using a fused power cable of
appropriate gauge.

2. Ground Connection: Connect the amplifier's ground terminal to a clean, unpainted metal surface on the vehicle
chassis.

3. Remote Turn-On: Connect the amplifier's remote turn-on terminal to the remote output of your head unit or a
switched 12V source.

4. Speaker Output to Subwoofer: Connect the speaker output terminals of your amplifier to the input terminals on the
subwoofer enclosure. Observe correct polarity (+ to + and - to -) to ensure proper phase and sound quality.

5. RCA/Signal Cables: Connect the RCA output from your head unit or signal processor to the RCA input of your
amplifier.

Important: Always refer to your amplifier's user manual for specific wiring diagrams and recommendations. Incorrect
wiring can damage your equipment.

5. OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Once the subwoofer is correctly installed and connected to a compatible amplifier, follow these steps for initial operation:

1. Initial Power-Up: Turn on your vehicle's ignition and then your head unit. The amplifier should power on



automatically via the remote turn-on wire.

2. Volume Control: Start with the volume level on your head unit and amplifier gain settings at their lowest.

3. Gain Adjustment: Gradually increase the gain on your amplifier until the desired bass level is achieved without
distortion. Do not set the gain too high, as this can lead to clipping and damage the subwoofer.

4. Crossover Settings: If your amplifier or head unit has a low-pass filter (LPF), set it to a frequency appropriate for
your system (typically between 80Hz and 120Hz) to ensure the subwoofer only reproduces low frequencies.

5. Phase Control: Some amplifiers have a phase switch (0° or 180°). Experiment with this setting to find the position
that provides the most cohesive bass response with your front speakers.

Note: The subwoofer is designed for optimal performance within its rated power handling. Excessive volume or distorted

signals can cause damage.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance will help prolong the life and performance of your Kicker C12V-SL subwoofer:

o Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the enclosure. Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners.

Inspection: Periodically check all wiring connections to ensure they are secure and free from corrosion.

« Ventilation: Ensure the subwoofer's port and surrounding area remain clear of obstructions to maintain proper

airflow.

« Environmental Conditions: Protect the subwoofer from extreme temperatures, direct sunlight, and moisture.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your subwoofer, refer to the following common problems and solutions:

Problem Possible Cause

No power to amplifier
No Sound from Loose or incorrect wiring
Subwoofer Amplifier in protect mode

Head unit settings

Amplifier gain too high
Clipping from head unit

Distorted Sound ]
Incorrect crossover settings

Damaged speaker cone

Incorrect phase setting

Low amplifier gain
Weak Bass Output P g

Subwoofer not properly sealed in
enclosure (if applicable)

Solution

Check power, ground, and remote turn-on
connections.

Verify all speaker and RCA connections are
secure and correct.

Check ampilifier's indicator lights; consult amplifier
manual.

Ensure subwoofer output is enabled and volume is
up on head unit.

Reduce amplifier gain.
Lower head unit volume.
Adjust LPF on amplifier/head unit.

Inspect subwoofer cone for physical damage.

Toggle phase switch (0°/180°) on amplifier.
Increase amplifier gain gradually.

Ensure enclosure is intact and sealed.

If the problem persists after trying these solutions, please contact customer support.



8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification
Model Name C12V SL
Brand RTA

Speaker Type Subwoofer
Maxi

Oj:r;rlj]tul::)wer 600 Wat
Impedance 4 Ohm

Mounting Type Tabletop (Note: This is likely a misclassification in the source data for a car subwoofer. It should be
y interpreted as suitable for stable placement.)

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

RTA products are manufactured to high quality standards. For information regarding warranty coverage, terms, and
conditions, please refer to the warranty card included with your purchase or visit the official RTA website. For technical
support or service inquiries, please contact RTA customer service through their official channels.

© 2024 RTA. All rights reserved. Information in this manual is subject to change without notice.

AsK A QUESTION ABOUT THIS MANUAL

Ask about setup, troubleshooting, compatibility, parts, safety, or missing instructions. Manuals+ will review the question
and use this page’s manual context to help answer it.
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After a successful submission, we securely hash the supplied account or form email before sending it to Microsoft Advertising for
conversion attribution. Privacy details.
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