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1. INTRODUCTION

The Italeri 1:72 F-4E/F Phantom II is a detailed scale model kit of the iconic McDonnell Douglas F-4E/F Phantom II
fighter-bomber. This kit allows enthusiasts to assemble a faithful replica of one of the most recognized aircraft in
military aviation history. Originally designed for the US Navy, the F-4 Phantom II was widely adopted by the US Air
Force and achieved significant commercial success worldwide. The 'E' version, specifically developed for the US Air
Force, featured an M61 Vulcan cannon in the nose and could be equipped with AIM-9 Sidewinder and AIM-7
Sparrow air-to-air missiles. Powered by two powerful J-79 General Electric engines, the Phantom II could exceed
speeds of 1,240 knots (approximately 2,300 km/h). Several aircraft continue to fly in the air forces of Greece,
Turkey, and Korea, having undergone extensive modernization programs.
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Image 1.1: A completed Italeri 1:72 F-4E/F Phantom II model kit, showcasing the aircraft in flight.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Warning: Not suitable for children under 14 years.
This model kit contains small parts and requires the use of sharp tools and adhesives. Adult supervision is
recommended for younger modelers. Always work in a well-ventilated area when using paints and glues. Keep all
components and tools out of reach of small children.

3. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Your Italeri 1:72 F-4E/F Phantom II model kit includes:

Plastic model kit parts (on sprues)

Assembly instructions (illustrated step-by-step guide)

Decal sheet for various versions

4. SETUP: REQUIRED TOOLS AND MATERIALS

To successfully assemble your model kit, you will need the following items, which are not included in the box and
must be purchased separately:

Modeling Knife or Sprue Cutters: For carefully removing parts from the sprues.

Plastic Cement/Glue: Specifically designed for plastic model kits.

Fine Sandpaper or Files: For cleaning up mold lines and sprue attachment points.

Paints: Acrylic or enamel paints suitable for plastic models, according to your chosen color scheme.

Paint Brushes or Airbrush: For applying paint.



Tweezers: For handling small parts and decals.

Decal Setting Solution: To help decals conform to surfaces and eliminate silvering.

5. OPERATING: ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

The assembly of this high-quality Italeri kit requires careful attention to the step-by-step illustrated instructions
provided in the box. Follow these general guidelines:

1. Part Preparation: Carefully remove each part from its sprue using a modeling knife or sprue cutters. Clean
any excess plastic (flash) or mold lines with fine sandpaper or a file.

2. Dry Fit: Before applying glue, always dry-fit parts to ensure a proper fit. This helps identify any potential issues
and allows for adjustments.

3. Gluing: Apply plastic cement sparingly to one of the mating surfaces. Hold the parts together firmly until the
glue sets. Avoid using too much glue, as it can damage the plastic.

4. Follow the Manual: Refer to the included assembly manual for the precise order of construction. The manual
provides detailed diagrams for each step.

5.1. Key Components Overview

Image 5.1.1: Sprue with fuselage and cockpit parts.

Image 5.1.2: Sprue with wing and tail components.



Image 5.1.3: Sprue with missile armaments.

Image 5.1.4: Sprue with external fuel tanks.

Image 5.1.5: Clear plastic sprue with canopy parts.

Image 5.1.6: Additional clear plastic sprue.

6. PAINTING GUIDE

The F-4E/F Phantom II model kit offers several painting options based on historical aircraft. You can choose to paint
your model according to your preferences or follow the detailed color schemes provided for specific versions.
Ensure surfaces are clean and dry before painting. Apply thin, even coats of paint for the best results.

6.1. Version A: F-4E Phantom II (US Air Force, 1991)



Image 6.1.1: Painting scheme for Version A, US Air Force F-4E Phantom II.

6.2. Version B: F-4E Phantom II (Hellenic Air Force, 1991)



Image 6.2.1: Painting scheme for Version B, Hellenic Air Force F-4E Phantom II.

6.3. Version C: F-4F Phantom II (Luftwaffe, 2007)

Image 6.3.1: Painting scheme for Version C, Luftwaffe F-4F Phantom II.

6.4. Version D: F-4E Phantom II 'Terminator 2000' (Turkish Air Force, 2019)



Image 6.4.1: Painting scheme for Version D, Turkish Air Force F-4E Phantom II 'Terminator 2000'.

7. DECAL APPLICATION

Decals add the final details and markings to your model. Follow these steps for best results:

1. Prepare Surface: Ensure the painted surface where the decal will be applied is smooth and glossy. A clear
gloss coat can be applied if your paint finish is matte.

2. Cut Decal: Carefully cut out the desired decal from the sheet using a sharp hobby knife or scissors, leaving a
small margin around the artwork.

3. Soak Decal: Dip the decal in lukewarm water for 10-20 seconds until it can slide freely on its backing paper.

4. Apply Decal: Gently slide the decal from its backing paper onto the model surface. Position it carefully using
tweezers or a wet brush.

5. Remove Excess Water: Blot away any excess water with a soft, lint-free cloth or cotton swab.

6. Setting Solution (Optional but Recommended): Apply a decal setting solution to help the decal conform to
panel lines and irregular surfaces, and to eliminate 'silvering' (air trapped under the decal).

7. Seal Decal: Once dry, apply a clear coat (gloss or matte, depending on your desired finish) over the decals to
protect them and blend them into the model's surface.



Image 7.1: Decal sheet included with the model kit.

8. MAINTENANCE

Once your Italeri F-4E/F Phantom II model is complete, proper care will ensure its longevity and appearance:

Dusting: Regularly dust your model with a soft brush or a can of compressed air to prevent dust buildup.

Display Environment: Display your model in a stable environment, away from direct sunlight, extreme
temperatures, and high humidity, which can cause paint fading or warping.

Handling: Handle the model by its sturdy parts, such as the fuselage or wings, to avoid damaging delicate
components like antennas or landing gear.

9. TROUBLESHOOTING

Here are some common issues encountered during model assembly and their solutions:

Parts Not Fitting:
Solution: Dry-fit parts before gluing. If a part doesn't fit, gently sand or file the edges until it fits snugly. Avoid
forcing parts together.

Excess Glue (Glue Blobs):
Solution: Use glue sparingly. If excess glue appears, let it dry completely, then carefully scrape or sand it
away. For clear parts, use glues specifically designed not to fog plastic.

Decal Silvering:
Solution: Ensure the surface is glossy before applying decals. Use a decal setting solution to help the decal
conform and eliminate air bubbles. Apply a clear coat over the finished decals.

Paint Issues (Uneven Coat, Brush Strokes):
Solution: Always apply paint in thin, multiple coats rather than one thick coat. Ensure paint is properly thinned.
Use good quality brushes or an airbrush for smoother finishes.



10. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Brand Italeri

Model Name F-4E/F Phantom II

Model Number 1448S

Scale 1:72

Material Plastic

Assembled Length 26.7 cm (10.5 inches)

Included Components Plastic model kit parts, Assembly instructions

Special Features Super Decals for 4 versions, M61 Vulcan cannon for F-4E version

Recommended Age 14 years and up

11. WARRANTY INFORMATION

This Italeri model kit is covered by the statutory warranty as per applicable consumer protection laws. Please retain
your proof of purchase for any warranty claims.

12. SUPPORT

For additional assistance, detailed product information, or to inquire about replacement parts, please visit the official
Italeri website or contact their customer service department. Contact details can typically be found on the Italeri
packaging or their official website.
You can visit the Italeri store on Amazon: Italeri Store

https://www.amazon.de/stores/Italeri/page/741912A5-B655-4034-9270-A55125DC3D71?lp_asin=B08WJBH7TY&ref_=ast_bln&store_ref=bl_ast_dp_brandlogo_sto&bl_grd_status=override
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