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INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your
Makita GA5053R 4-1/2" / 5" Paddle Switch Angle Grinder. Please read this manual thoroughly before using the tool to
ensure proper handling and to prevent injury or damage.

The Makita GA5053R Angle Grinder is a compact and powerful tool designed for demanding applications. It features an
11 AMP motor delivering 11,000 RPM, a large paddle switch for easy power activation, a narrow barrel grip for comfort,
and an integrated tether loop for working at heights. Its non-removable guard is tool-less adjustable for increased
productivity.

Key Features:

Non-removable guard: Designed to remain permanently attached to the tool for enhanced safety.

Quick guard rotation: Allows easy, tool-less adjustment for increased productivity and versatility.

Powerful 11 AMP motor: Delivers more output and 11,000 RPM for the most demanding applications.

Large paddle switch: Enables easy power start press points at multiple grip positions.

Narrow barrel grip design: Provides increased hand comfort during operation.

Integrated tether loop: Allows attachment to lanyards for secure use when working at high altitudes.

Anti-restart protection: Prevents motor start-up in the power-on switch position after a power disruption.

PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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Figure 1: The Makita GA5053R Angle Grinder, showcasing its compact design and ergonomic side handle.



Figure 2: The angle grinder positioned on a sturdy metal surface, highlighting its robust construction.



Figure 3: An illustrative view of the grinder with a transparent section, revealing the powerful internal motor components.

Figure 4: The angle grinder demonstrating its adjustable non-removable guard, ready for various cutting or grinding angles.



Figure 5: Top-down view of the grinder, highlighting the paddle switch and overall streamlined body.



Figure 6: Bottom view of the grinder, showing the motor housing and power cord connection point.



Figure 7: Detailed view of the non-removable guard, emphasizing its robust construction and integrated design.



Figure 8: Close-up of the tool-less guard adjustment mechanism, allowing for quick and easy repositioning.



Figure 9: Detailed view of the large paddle switch, designed for comfortable and secure activation in various grip positions.

SETUP

Unpacking and Inspection:

Carefully remove the angle grinder and all accessories from the packaging.

Inspect the tool for any signs of damage that may have occurred during shipping. Do not operate a damaged tool.

Verify that all included components are present: 5" Tool-Less Wheel Guard (140N43-5), Inner Flange (224399-1),
Lock Nut (224486-6), Lock Nut Wrench (782424-9), Side Handle (158237-4).

Attaching the Side Handle:
The side handle can be attached to either side of the gear housing for optimal control and comfort, depending on the
application and user preference.

1. Locate the threaded holes on both sides of the grinder's gear housing.



2. Screw the side handle (158237-4) firmly into the desired threaded hole. Ensure it is tightened securely before
operation.

Installing/Changing Grinding/Cut-off Wheels:
Always disconnect the grinder from the power source before installing or changing accessories.

1. Ensure the grinder is unplugged.

2. Press the spindle lock button to prevent the spindle from rotating.

3. Use the lock nut wrench (782424-9) to loosen and remove the lock nut (224486-6).

4. Remove the outer flange and the grinding/cut-off wheel.

5. Place the new grinding/cut-off wheel onto the inner flange (224399-1), ensuring it is centered.

6. Replace the outer flange and tighten the lock nut securely with the lock nut wrench while holding the spindle lock
button.

7. For cut-off wheels, an optional clip-on cut-off guard cover (sold separately) can be attached for additional protection.

Your browser does not support the video tag.

Video 1: Official Makita demonstration of the Angle Grinder, including features like the non-removable guard and its adjustability. This
video also shows the ease of changing accessories and highlights the integrated tether loop and anti-restart protection.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Powering On/Off:

The GA5053R features a large paddle switch. To turn on, simply depress the paddle switch.

To turn off, release the paddle switch.

This model does not have a lock-on power switch, but it includes a two-stage power lock-off mechanism for safety.

Adjusting the Non-Removable Guard:
The non-removable guard can be quickly adjusted without tools for increased productivity and to suit different working
angles.

1. Ensure the grinder is unplugged.

2. Locate the quick-release lever on the guard.

3. Depress the lever to release the guard.

4. Rotate the guard to the desired position.

5. Release the lever to lock the guard in place. Ensure it is securely locked before operating the tool.

General Grinding/Cutting Tips:

Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), including safety glasses, hearing protection, gloves,
and a dust mask.

Secure your workpiece firmly to prevent movement during operation.

Allow the grinder to reach full speed before making contact with the workpiece.

Apply steady, even pressure. Do not force the tool, as this can lead to kickback or damage.

Maintain a firm grip on the tool with both hands, utilizing the side handle for better control.

Direct sparks away from yourself and others, and ensure no flammable materials are nearby.

For prolonged use, take regular breaks to prevent fatigue.



MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures the longevity and safe operation of your Makita Angle Grinder. Always disconnect the tool
from the power source before performing any maintenance.

Cleaning:

Periodically clean the ventilation openings on the motor housing to prevent overheating. Use a soft brush or
compressed air.

Wipe down the exterior of the tool with a clean, damp cloth. Do not use harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners.

Remove any dust or debris from around the spindle and guard area.

Carbon Brushes:
The motor utilizes carbon brushes, which are consumable parts. When the carbon brushes wear down, the motor will
automatically stop. Replace both carbon brushes at the same time. Refer to the detailed user guide for instructions on
replacing carbon brushes.

Power Cord:
Regularly inspect the power cord for damage. If the cord is damaged, have it repaired by a Makita authorized service
center to avoid electrical hazards.

Storage:
Store the grinder in a clean, dry place, out of reach of children and away from direct sunlight or extreme temperatures.

TROUBLESHOOTING

This section addresses common issues you might encounter with your Makita Angle Grinder. For problems not listed
here, contact a Makita authorized service center.

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Grinder does not
start.

No power supply.

Paddle switch not fully
depressed.

Anti-restart protection
activated.

Worn carbon brushes.

Check power outlet and circuit breaker.

Ensure paddle switch is fully depressed.

Unplug the tool, then plug it back in and depress the switch.

Replace carbon brushes (refer to Maintenance section or user
guide).

Excessive vibration.

Improperly installed wheel.

Damaged or unbalanced
wheel.

Loose components.

Re-install wheel, ensuring it is centered and lock nut is tight.

Replace the wheel.

Check all screws and fasteners for tightness.

Motor overheats.
Blocked ventilation openings.

Excessive load on the motor.

Clean ventilation openings.

Reduce pressure on the tool; allow it to cool down.

SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail



Brand Makita

Model Number GA5053R

Power Source AC/DC

Motor Amperage 11 AMP

Maximum
Rotational Speed

11,000 RPM

Wheel Diameter 4-1/2" / 5"

Item Weight 5.5 Pounds

Material Rubber (for grip), Metal (body)

Color Black, Grey

Package
Dimensions

16.61 x 7.99 x 5.79 inches

Included
Components

5" Tool-Less Wheel Guard (140N43-5), Inner Flange (224399-1), Lock Nut (224486-6), Lock Nut
Wrench (782424-9), Side Handle (158237-4)

Specification Detail

WARRANTY & SUPPORT

Warranty Information:
The Makita GA5053R Angle Grinder comes with a 1-year limited warranty from the date of purchase. This warranty
covers defects in materials and workmanship. Please retain your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

For full warranty terms and conditions, please refer to the official Makita warranty statement included with your product or
visit the Makita website.

Customer Support:
For technical assistance, service, or to locate an authorized service center, please contact Makita customer support or
visit their official website.

You can also refer to the comprehensive User Guide (PDF) for more detailed information.

© 2023 Makita Corporation. All rights reserved.
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