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Cutex 405-9101-01A

Cutex Upper Knife 405-9101-01A Instruction
Manual

For Babylock and Simplicity Serger Sewing Machines

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential information for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the Cutex
Upper Knife, part number 405-9101-01A. This replacement part is designed for specific Babylock and
Simplicity serger sewing machine models to ensure precise fabric cutting during serging operations.
Please read these instructions carefully before attempting any installation or maintenance.

2. ProbucTt OVERVIEW

The Cutex Upper Knife (Part # 405-9101-01A) is a critical component in a serger sewing machine's cutting
mechanism. It works in conjunction with the lower knife to trim fabric edges cleanly before stitching,
ensuring a professional finish. A sharp and properly installed upper knife is vital for optimal serger
performance.
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Image 1: The Cutex Upper Knife, part number 405-9101-01A. This slender, dark metallic blade features a curved top edge
and a distinct L-shaped notch near the bottom, indicating its specific design for serger cutting mechanisms.

3. COMPATIBILITY

This Cutex Upper Knife (Part # 405-9101-01A) is compatible with the following serger sewing machine
models:

« Baby Lock Models: BL3-406, BL3-407, BL3-417, EF405, EF405M
« Simplicity Models: SL600, SL660, SL700

Please verify your machine's model number before purchasing or installing this part to ensure proper fit
and function.

4. INSTALLATION / SETUP

Replacing the upper knife requires careful attention. Always prioritize safety and consult your specific
serger machine's instruction manual for detailed, model-specific installation procedures. The following are
general guidelines:

1. Power Off: Ensure the serger machine is turned off and unplugged from the power outlet to prevent
accidental operation or injury.

2. Access the Knife Area: Open the front cover or side panel of your serger to access the cutting
mechanism. Refer to your machine's manual for specific access points.

3. Remove Old Knife: Locate the screws holding the upper knife in place. Using an appropriate
screwdriver, carefully loosen and remove these screws. Gently remove the old upper knife. Be
cautious as the old knife may still be sharp.



4. Install New Knife: Position the new Cutex Upper Knife (405-9101-01A) into its designated slot.
Ensure it is seated correctly and aligned with the lower knife.

5. Secure Knife: Reinsert and tighten the screws to secure the new upper knife firmly. Do not
overtighten.

6. Test Alignment: Manually turn the handwheel to ensure the upper and lower knives move smoothly
and cut properly without obstruction. Make any necessary adjustments as per your machine's
manual.

7. Close Covers: Close all machine covers and plug the machine back in.

8. Function Test: Perform a test sew on a scrap piece of fabric to confirm the knife is cutting cleanly
and the serger is functioning correctly.

Important: If you are unsure about any step, it is recommended to seek assistance from a qualified sewing
machine technician or refer to your serger's original service manual.

5. OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS

Once the upper knife is correctly installed, its operation is integrated into the normal function of your serger.
Ensure the knife is engaged when you intend to trim fabric edges. If your machine has a knife
disengagement feature, ensure it is set appropriately for your project. A sharp upper knife will provide
clean, consistent cuts, which is essential for high-quality serged seams.

6. MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance of your upper knife extends its lifespan and ensures consistent serger performance:

« Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the upper knife for signs of dullness, nicks, or damage. A
dull knife can cause frayed edges or skipped cuts.

o Cleaning: Use a small brush to remove lint and fabric debris that may accumulate around the knife
area. Ensure the area is free of obstructions.

+ Replacement: Upper knives are wear-and-tear parts. Replace the knife when it becomes dull or
damaged, typically after extensive use. The frequency of replacement depends on usage and fabric
types.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues related to fabric cutting, consider the following troubleshooting steps:

« Frayed or Uneven Edges: This is often an indication of a dull or damaged upper knife. Inspect the
knife and replace if necessary.

o Fabric Not Cutting: Check if the upper knife is properly installed and engaged. Ensure no fabric
scraps or lint are obstructing the cutting path. Verify the knife is sharp.

« Unusual Noises from Knife Area: Power off and unplug the machine immediately. Inspect for any
loose parts, obstructions, or incorrect knife installation.

Always refer to your serger's main instruction manual for comprehensive troubleshooting specific to your
machine model.

8. SPECIFICATIONS




Part Number 405-9101-01A (Also CTX-405-9101-01A)

Brand Cutex

Manufacturer Cutex Sewing Supplies
Package Dimensions 6 x 3 x 1inches

Date First Available January 10, 2021

UPC 810065881281

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information regarding the Cutex Upper Knife 405-9101-01A, please contact Cutex Sewing
Supplies directly or refer to the purchase documentation. Support for installation or operational issues
should first be sought by consulting your serger machine's original instruction manual. For further
assistance, you may visit the official Cutex Store.


https://www.amazon.com/stores/Cutex/page/8468E749-D326-4C56-A773-D80FDA4B6FF7?lp_asin=B08SL2YG9G&ref_=ast_bln
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