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TP-Link AC1200 Wireless Gigabit Access Point
Model: TL-WA1201

1. INTRODUCTION

The TP-Link TL-WA1201 AC1200 Wireless Gigabit Access Point is designed to provide high-speed Wi-Fi
connectivity and extend network coverage. Utilizing 802.11ac Wave 2 MU-MIMO technology, it delivers dual-
band Wi-Fi speeds of up to 1200 Mbps, enabling multiple devices to connect simultaneously without significant
congestion or latency. This device supports various operational modes, including Access Point, Client, Multi-
SSID, and Range Extender, offering versatile solutions for different networking needs. Its passive Power over
Ethernet (PoE) support simplifies deployment, and Beamforming technology enhances Wi-Fi signal coverage.
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This image displays the TP-Link TL-WA1201 Access Point from the front, showcasing its compact white design and four fixed
external antennas. The front panel features LED indicators for power and network status.

2. PACKAGE CONTENTS

Verify that all items are present in your product package:

Wireless Access Point TL-WA1201

Power Adapter

RJ45 Ethernet Cable

Quick Installation Guide



3. PHYSICAL COMPONENTS

The TL-WA1201 features several ports, buttons, and LED indicators for operation and management.

Power Port: Connects to the provided power adapter.

On/Off Button: Toggles the device power.

Reset Button: Used to restore the device to factory default settings. Press and hold for approximately 5
seconds while the device is powered on.

WPS Button: Initiates Wi-Fi Protected Setup (WPS) for easy connection to compatible devices.

Ethernet Port: A Gigabit Ethernet port for wired connections to your network or devices.

LED Indicators: Lights on the front panel indicate power status, Wi-Fi activity, and Ethernet connection
status.

This image highlights the rear panel of the TL-WA1201, featuring the Power port, On/Off button, Reset button, WPS button,
and a Gigabit Ethernet port. It also shows a diagram of how the device connects to an ISP gateway and provides wired

internet access to devices like IPTVs, game consoles, and desktop computers.



4. INSTALLATION AND SETUP

Follow these steps to install and set up your TL-WA1201 Access Point. The default mode is Access Point (AP)
mode.

4.1 Hardware Installation

1. Connect one end of the provided Ethernet cable to the Ethernet port on the TL-WA1201.

2. Connect the other end of the Ethernet cable to a LAN port on your existing router or a PoE injector (if
using Passive PoE).

3. Connect the power adapter to the power port on the TL-WA1201 and plug it into a power outlet. If using
a PoE injector, the injector will provide power through the Ethernet cable.

4. Wait for the LED indicators on the front panel to stabilize, indicating the device is powered on and ready.

This diagram illustrates the flexible deployment options for the TL-WA1201 using Passive Power over Ethernet (PoE). It shows
how the device can receive both data and electricity through a single Ethernet cable via a Passive PoE Injector connected to a

router, simplifying installation.

4.2 Initial Configuration (Access Point Mode)

For initial setup, it is recommended to connect the TL-WA1201 directly to a computer via Ethernet.



1. Connect the provided Ethernet cable directly from the TL-WA1201's Ethernet port to your PC's Ethernet
port.

2. Power on the TL-WA1201 and wait for the lights to stabilize.

3. On your computer, open a web browser (e.g., Chrome) and type the default access address, typically
http://tplinkap.net, or find the device's IP address from your main router's connected devices list.

4. Log in using the default username and password, which are usually admin for both, found on the label at
the bottom of the device.

5. Follow the on-screen Quick Setup Wizard to configure your Wi-Fi network name (SSID) and password.
You may choose to match your existing router's SSID and password for seamless roaming.

6. It is highly recommended to change the default login password for security purposes.

7. Save your settings and disconnect the TL-WA1201 from your PC. You can now place the access point in
its desired permanent location, connecting it to your network via the Ethernet cable.

5. OPERATING MODES

The TL-WA1201 supports multiple operating modes to suit various networking requirements:

Access Point (AP) Mode: Transforms your existing wired network into a wireless network. This is the
most common mode, allowing wireless devices to connect to your network.

Range Extender Mode: Extends the coverage of an existing wireless network by relaying the Wi-Fi
signal from your main router.

Client Mode: Allows wired devices (e.g., smart TVs, game consoles) to connect to a wireless network.
The access point acts as a wireless adapter for these devices.

Multi-SSID Mode: Creates multiple separate wireless networks (SSIDs) from a single access point. This
is useful for creating guest networks or segmenting network traffic.



This image illustrates the four primary operating modes of the TL-WA1201: Access Point mode (connecting to an existing
router), Range Extender mode (extending an existing Wi-Fi signal), Client mode (connecting wired devices to a wireless

network), and Multi-SSID mode (creating multiple wireless networks).

6. KEY FEATURES

6.1 Superior Wi-Fi with MU-MIMO

The TL-WA1201 is equipped with the latest 802.11ac Wave 2 MU-MIMO technology, enabling it to
communicate with multiple devices simultaneously. This significantly improves network efficiency and
throughput, especially in environments with many connected devices, delivering combined dual-band Wi-Fi
speeds of up to 1200 Mbps.



This diagram compares a single-band access point with the TL-WA1201, demonstrating how the TL-WA1201 utilizes MU-
MIMO technology to deliver dual-band Wi-Fi speeds of up to 1200 Mbps (867 Mbps on 5 GHz and 300 Mbps on 2.4 GHz) to

multiple devices simultaneously, reducing congestion and latency.

6.2 Boosted Coverage with Beamforming

Four external antennas combined with Beamforming technology concentrate Wi-Fi signals directly towards
your connected devices. This focused signal delivery extends reliable Wi-Fi coverage to every corner of your
home or office, even over long distances, minimizing dead zones.



This image depicts the boosted Wi-Fi coverage provided by the TL-WA1201. It shows how the four external antennas,
combined with Beamforming technology, concentrate Wi-Fi signals towards connected devices, extending reliable Wi-Fi to

various areas within a home or office environment.

6.3 Passive PoE for Easy Installation

The TL-WA1201 supports Passive Power over Ethernet (PoE), allowing it to receive power and data through a
single Ethernet cable. This feature, along with the included PoE adapter, provides flexible deployment options,
especially in locations where power outlets are not readily available.

6.4 Gigabit Wired Performance

Equipped with a Gigabit Ethernet port, the TL-WA1201 ensures fast and reliable wired connections. This is
ideal for devices requiring stable, high-speed connections such as desktop computers, IPTVs, and game
consoles, complementing its robust wireless capabilities.

7. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance helps ensure optimal performance and longevity of your TL-WA1201 Access Point:



Firmware Updates: Periodically check the TP-Link official website for the latest firmware updates.
Updating firmware can improve performance, add new features, and fix bugs.

Physical Cleaning: Keep the device clean and free from dust. Ensure proper ventilation to prevent
overheating.

Network Monitoring: Regularly check your network for unusual activity or performance degradation.

Secure Configuration: Ensure your Wi-Fi password is strong and change it periodically. Regularly
review your device's security settings.

8. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your TL-WA1201, consider the following common troubleshooting steps:

No Power: Ensure the power adapter is securely connected to the device and a working power outlet. If
using PoE, verify the PoE injector is powered and connected correctly.

No Internet Connection:

Check the Ethernet cable connection between the access point and your main router/modem.

Verify that your main router/modem has an active internet connection.

Restart the access point by unplugging and re-plugging the power adapter.

Confirm that the access point's IP address settings are correct and not conflicting with other
devices on your network.

Weak Wi-Fi Signal or Limited Range:

Relocate the access point to a central location, away from obstructions like thick walls, metal
objects, or large appliances.

Adjust the orientation of the antennas for optimal signal strength.

Check for sources of interference from other electronic devices.

Cannot Access Web Management Page:

Ensure your computer is connected to the access point (either wirelessly or via Ethernet).

Verify that you are using the correct IP address or domain name (http://tplinkap.net).

Try clearing your browser's cache or using a different web browser.

If you have changed the default IP address, use the new address. If forgotten, a factory reset may
be necessary.

Factory Reset: If issues persist, perform a factory reset by pressing and holding the Reset button for
about 5 seconds until the LEDs flash. This will revert all settings to their default values, requiring
reconfiguration.

9. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail



Wireless Type 802.11a, 802.11ac, 802.11b, 802.11g, 802.11n

Brand TP-Link

Series TL-WA1201

Item Model Number TL-WA1201

Operating System ZyNOS

Item Weight 10.6 ounces

Product Dimensions 8.86 x 5.73 x 1.46 inches

Color White

Voltage 12 Volts (DC)

Manufacturer TP-Link

Date First Available December 31, 2020

Special Feature WPS

Frequency Band Class Dual-Band

Wireless Communication Standard 802.11a, 802.11ac, 802.11b, 802.11g, 802.11n

Compatible Devices Personal Computer

Frequency 5 GHz

Recommended Uses For Product Home

Connectivity Technology Ethernet

Feature Detail

10. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

TP-Link provides a limited lifetime protection for the TL-WA1201 Access Point. For technical assistance, free
24/7 technical support is available.
For detailed support, including updated user manuals, FAQs, and contact information, please visit the official
TP-Link support website or refer to the User Guide PDF provided with your product:

Official User Guide (PDF): Download User Guide

TP-Link Support Website: Refer to the contact information provided in your Quick Installation Guide or
visit the TP-Link official website.
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