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Märklin HO Electromagnetic Turnouts 5140
Instruction Manual

Model: 5140

1. INTRODUCTION

This manual provides essential instructions for the setup, operation, and maintenance of your Märklin HO
Electromagnetic Turnouts, Model 5140. Please read these instructions carefully before installation and
retain this manual for future reference. Proper installation and care will ensure optimal performance and
longevity of your model railway components.

2. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Märklin HO Electromagnetic Turnouts 5140 are designed for use with Märklin M-track systems,
allowing for dynamic track layout changes. This pair includes both left and right curved turnouts, each
equipped with an electromagnetic mechanism for remote switching.
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Figure 2.1: Märklin HO Electromagnetic Turnouts 5140, showing the left and right curved turnout sections with their
electrical wiring and a small instruction booklet.

Each turnout features a robust M-track base and integrated electrical contacts for seamless integration into
your existing Märklin layout. The electromagnetic mechanism facilitates reliable and precise switching
operations.



Figure 2.2: Märklin HO Electromagnetic Turnouts 5140, displayed with their original blue packaging box.

3. SETUP

1. Preparation: Ensure your model railway power supply is disconnected before handling any electrical
components.

2. Placement: Position the turnouts on your layout where track changes are desired. Ensure they align
correctly with adjacent M-track sections.

3. Connection to Track: Connect the turnouts to the existing M-track sections using the standard Märklin
track connectors. Ensure a firm and secure connection for reliable electrical contact.

4. Electrical Wiring:

Each turnout has three wires for connection to a Märklin control box or switchboard. Typically, these
are red, green, and yellow/blue.

Connect the common wire (often yellow or blue) to the common return terminal on your control box.

Connect the other two wires (e.g., red and green) to the respective terminals for the straight and
curved positions on your control box. Refer to your Märklin control box manual for specific wiring
diagrams.

Ensure all connections are secure and free from short circuits.

5. Testing: After all connections are made, reconnect the power supply and test the turnout operation from
your control box.

4. OPERATING THE TURNOUTS

Once properly installed and wired, the electromagnetic turnouts can be operated remotely using a
compatible Märklin control box or switchboard.

Switching Direction: Press the corresponding button or toggle on your control box to switch the turnout
to either the straight or curved position.

Momentary Contact: Märklin electromagnetic turnouts typically require only a momentary electrical
pulse to switch. Avoid holding the switch button down for extended periods, as this can lead to
overheating of the solenoid.

Visual Confirmation: Observe the turnout points to ensure they have fully moved to the desired position
before a train passes over them.

5. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance ensures reliable operation and extends the lifespan of your turnouts.

Track Cleaning: Keep the track surfaces and turnout points clean from dust, dirt, and debris. Use a soft,
lint-free cloth or a specialized track cleaning tool.

Point Mechanism: Occasionally inspect the moving parts of the turnout points. Ensure they move freely
without obstruction. A small amount of dry lubricant (e.g., graphite powder) can be applied if movement is
stiff, but avoid oil-based lubricants which can attract dust.

Electrical Contacts: Check all electrical connections periodically for corrosion or looseness. Clean
contacts if necessary to ensure good conductivity.



Storage: If storing the turnouts for an extended period, keep them in their original packaging or a
protective container in a dry, dust-free environment.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues with your electromagnetic turnouts, refer to the following common problems and
solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution

Turnout does not
switch.

No power to the
turnout.

Loose or incorrect
wiring.

Obstruction in the
point mechanism.

Faulty solenoid.

Check power supply and control box.

Verify all wiring connections are secure and
correct.

Remove any debris obstructing the points.

If solenoid is faulty, replacement may be
necessary.

Turnout switches
slowly or incompletely.

Insufficient power.

Dirt or friction in the
mechanism.

Ensure adequate power supply.

Clean and lubricate the point mechanism as
described in the Maintenance section.

Train derails on
turnout.

Turnout not fully
switched.

Improper alignment
with adjacent tracks.

Ensure turnout is fully switched before train
passes.

Re-check track alignment and connections.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Model: Märklin HO Electromagnetic Turnouts 5140

Track System: Märklin M-Track

Type: Curved Electromagnetic Turnouts (Pair)

Item Weight: 1.19 pounds (approx. 0.54 kg)

Package Dimensions: 14 x 4 x 3 inches (approx. 35.5 x 10 x 7.6 cm)

Manufacturer: Märklin

ASIN: B08PF7P9Y2

8. WARRANTY INFORMATION

Märklin products are manufactured to high-quality standards. For specific warranty terms and conditions,
please refer to the documentation provided with your purchase or visit the official Märklin website. Keep
your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

9. SUPPORT

For further assistance, technical support, or spare parts, please contact Märklin customer service or an
authorized Märklin dealer. Contact information can typically be found on the official Märklin website or in the



original product packaging.
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