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1. PRODUCT OVERVIEW

The Cane Creek 40 ZS44/30 Bottom Headset is engineered to provide precise and durable steering
performance for bicycles. This high-performance lower headset is designed for a wide range of cycling
applications, from mountain biking to road riding, offering reliability and smooth operation.
Key features include:

Enhanced durability and long-lasting performance with sealed ZN40 cartridge bearings.

Constructed with 6000 series aluminum alloy cups and a steel crown race with integrated seals for
corrosion resistance and strength.

Designed for straight 1-1/8" steerers (ZS44) with a 30mm crown race diameter.

Interlok spacer compatibility for customizable stacking height.

2. COMPONENTS

The Cane Creek 40 ZS44/30 Bottom Headset assembly typically includes the following components:

Lower Headset Cup: Made from 6000 series aluminum alloy.

Sealed Cartridge Bearing (ZN40): Pre-installed within the lower cup.

Crown Race: Steel crown race with integrated seals, designed for 30mm steerer tubes.
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Image 1: Cane Creek 40 ZS44/30 Bottom Headset. This image displays the complete lower headset assembly, including the black aluminum
cup, the sealed cartridge bearing, and the steel crown race.

3. SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Proper installation is crucial for the performance and longevity of your headset. If you are unsure about any
step, it is recommended to seek assistance from a qualified bicycle mechanic.

3.1 Compatibility Check

Ensure your bicycle frame has a ZS44 (Zero Stack 44mm) lower head tube inner diameter.

Confirm your fork's steerer tube is straight 1-1/8" with a 30mm crown race seat diameter.

3.2 Required Tools

Headset press tool

Crown race setting tool

Grease

Soft mallet or rubber hammer

3.3 Installation Steps



1. Prepare Head Tube: Clean the lower head tube bore thoroughly. Apply a thin layer of grease to the
inside of the head tube where the headset cup will be pressed.

2. Press Lower Cup: Using a headset press tool, carefully press the lower headset cup into the frame's
head tube. Ensure it is pressed in straight and fully seated. Do not use excessive force.

3. Install Crown Race: Clean the crown race seat on the fork's steerer tube. Apply a thin layer of
grease. Using a crown race setting tool and a soft mallet, gently tap the crown race onto the steerer
tube until it is fully seated against the fork crown.

4. Assemble Fork: Insert the fork steerer tube through the installed lower headset cup.

5. Complete Assembly: Continue with the installation of the upper headset components (if applicable),
spacers, stem, and handlebars according to your bicycle's specifications. Ensure proper stack height
using compatible Interlok spacers if desired.

4. OPERATING PRINCIPLES

The Cane Creek 40 ZS44/30 Bottom Headset facilitates smooth and precise rotation of the fork within the
bicycle frame. The sealed ZN40 cartridge bearings minimize friction, allowing for responsive steering and
control. The integrated seals protect the bearings from environmental contaminants, ensuring consistent
performance across various riding conditions.

5. MAINTENANCE

The Cane Creek 40 series headsets are designed for low maintenance due to their sealed cartridge
bearings. However, periodic inspection and cleaning can extend their lifespan and maintain optimal
performance.

Regular Cleaning: Wipe down the exterior of the headset cups and crown race area to remove dirt
and grime after rides, especially in wet or dusty conditions.

Inspection: Periodically check for any signs of play, looseness, or rough steering. If play is detected,
ensure the stem and top cap are properly tightened.

Bearing Longevity: The sealed ZN40 cartridge bearings are designed to be durable and resist
contamination. Avoid directing high-pressure water sprays directly at the headset seals during
cleaning.

6. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you experience issues with your headset, consider the following troubleshooting steps:

Steering Wobble or Play:

Ensure the stem bolts are tightened to the manufacturer's specifications.

Check that the top cap bolt is tightened sufficiently to remove play, but not so tight as to bind
the steering.

Inspect for proper seating of the headset cups and crown race.

Creaking Noises:

Creaking can often originate from improperly seated components. Re-check the headset cup
and crown race installation.

Ensure all contact surfaces are clean and lightly greased where appropriate.

Check other components like the stem, handlebars, and fork for creaks.



Rough or Notchy Steering:

This may indicate overtightening of the top cap bolt. Loosen and re-tighten gradually.

If the issue persists, the bearings may be worn or contaminated and require replacement.

7. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Specification

Model Name 40-Series Lower

Series Number 40

Item Model Number 484102140

Brand Cane Creek

Color Black

Material 6000 Series Aluminum Alloy Cups, Steel Crown Race

Bearing Type Sealed Cartridge Bearings (ZN40)

Crown Race Size 30mm

Compatibility Straight 1-1/8" Steerer Tubes (ZS44 Lower Head Tube)

Lower Stack Height 4mm

Item Weight 1.28 ounces (approx. 36 grams)

Product Dimensions 5 x 2.5 x 1 inches (packaging/approximate)

UPC 840226077406

8. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For specific warranty information and technical support, please refer to the official Cane Creek website or
contact their customer service directly. Keep your proof of purchase for any warranty claims.
Cane Creek Website: www.canecreek.com
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