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BOSS OC-5 Octave Pedal Instruction

Manual

Model: OC-5

INTRODUCTION

Fusing classic BOSS octave tones with the latest tracking technologies, the BOSS OC-5 sets a new standard in
octave pedal performance. Vintage mode provides a spot-on recreation of the legendary mono OC-2 from 1982,
while Poly mode offers numerous enhancements for extended-range playing. With the addition of an octave-up
feature, a span of three octaves is now available for creative exploration. From fat, low mono sounds to octave-
shifted chords and more, the OC-5 delivers the widest range, finest sound quality, and best playability in any octave
stomp to date.

KEey FEATURES

¢ Polyphonic Guitar/Bass Octave Pedal with Mono/Poly Modes.

Dry Direct Output for flexible signal routing.

o Lowest Range setting in Poly mode applies the octave effect to only the lowest note in a chord.

The industry-standard octave pedal, updated with enhanced features.
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Front view of the BOSS OC-5 Octave Pedal, showcasing its compact design and control knobs.



Detailed view of the OC-5's control knobs and switches, including Direct Level, +1 Oct Level, -1 Oct Level, -2 Oct Range, and the
Vintage/Poly mode switch.
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The rear panel of the BOSS OC-5, showing the 9V DC power input and the Guitar/Bass input switch.

SETUP

Power Supply

The BOSS OC-5 operates on a 9V DC power supply. Use a BOSS PSA series adapter (sold separately) or a 9V
battery. Ensure the correct polarity when connecting the adapter.

Connections

1.
2.

Input Jack: Connect your guitar or bass here.
Output Jack: Connect this to your amplifier or the next pedal in your signal chain.

Direct Out Jack: This output provides your dry (unaffected) signal, allowing for separate amplification or
processing.

DC In Jack: Connect a 9V DC power adapter.

GUITAR/BASS Switch: Set this switch to match your instrument (Guitar or Bass) for optimized tracking
performance.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Controls



o DIRECT LEVEL Knob: Adjusts the volume of your original, unaffected instrument signal.
+ +1 OCT LEVEL Knob: Controls the volume of the sound one octave above your original note.
o -1 OCT LEVEL Knob: Controls the volume of the sound one octave below your original note.

e -2 OCT RANGE Knob: Controls the volume of the sound two octaves below your original note. In Poly mode,
this knob also functions as a 'Lowest' range setting.

 MODE Switch (VINTAGE/POLY):
o VINTAGE: Provides the classic monophonic octave sound, replicating the legendary BOSS OC-2. Ideal
for single-note lines.

o POLY: Offers polyphonic tracking, allowing the octave effect to be applied to chords. The -2 OCT
RANGE knob can be used to apply the octave effect only to the lowest note in a chord.

Basic Operation

1. Connect your instrument to the INPUT jack and your amplifier to the OUTPUT jack. If using a separate amplifier
for your dry signal, connect the DIRECT OUT to that amplifier.

2. Connect the power supply. The CHECK indicator will light up when the pedal is active.

3. Select your desired mode (VINTAGE or POLY) using the MODE switch.

4. Adjust the DIRECT LEVEL, +1 OCT LEVEL, -1 OCT LEVEL, and -2 OCT RANGE knobs to achieve your desired
blend of dry and octave effects.

5. For bass players, ensure the GUITAR/BASS switch on the rear panel is set to BASS for optimal tracking.

An official video from BOSS demonstrating the features and sound capabilities of the OC-5 Octave Pedal, including its Vintage and
Poly modes, and the new +1 Octave Up feature.

A video review highlighting the BOSS OC-5's effectiveness for creating rich bass lines and thick riffs, showcasing its sound in a
musical context.

A seller-created video demonstrating the BOSS OC-5 Octave Pedal as an essential tool for live looping setups.

MAINTENANCE

Cleaning

Wipe the unit with a soft, dry cloth. Avoid using abrasive cleaners or solvents that could damage the finish.

Battery Replacement

When the CHECK indicator dims or fails to light, the battery is low and should be replaced. To replace the battery,
loosen the thumbscrew on the front of the pedal, open the pedal, and replace the 9V battery. Ensure correct polarity.

TROUBLESHOOTING

+ No Sound: Check all cable connections (input, output, power). Ensure the power adapter is functioning or the
battery is not depleted. Verify that the instrument and amplifier volumes are up.

o Weak or Distorted Sound: Check battery level. Ensure all cables are in good condition. Adjust the level
knobs on the pedal.

o Poor Tracking: Ensure the GUITAR/BASS switch is set correctly for your instrument. For Poly mode, try
playing cleaner chords or single notes if tracking is inconsistent.

« Unwanted Noise: Ensure all connections are secure. Try using a different power outlet or power supply to rule
out electrical interference.



SPECIFICATIONS

Specification Detail

Brand BOSS

Model Name OC-5

Product Dimensions 5.95"L x 3.8"W x 2.6"H (approx. 15.1 x 9.7 x 6.6 cm)
Voltage 9 Volts DC

Amperage 20 Milliamps

Audio Output Effects Pitch-Shifting

Controls Type Knob, Switch

Power Source AC adapter (BOSS PSA series, sold separately) or 9V battery
Hardware Interface 1/4-inch Audio Jacks

Signal Format Analog

WARRANTY INFORMATION

The BOSS OC-5 Octave Pedal comes with a 1-year manufacturer's warranty. Please retain your proof of purchase
for warranty claims. For detailed terms and conditions, refer to the warranty card included with your product or visit
the official BOSS website.

CUSTOMER SUPPORT

For further assistance, technical support, or service inquiries, please visit the officiaBOSS Store on Amazon or the
main BOSS website. You can also refer to the comprehensive user manual provided in the product packaging for
more in-depth information.

© 2023 BOSS Corporation. All rights reserved.
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