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labwork Spindle Replacement Manual

For MTD LT46, LX46, and Compatible 46-Inch Deck Models

1. INTRODUCTION AND PRODUCT OVERVIEW

This manual provides detailed instructions for the installation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of the labwork 2
Pack Spindle Replacement. Designed for durability and performance, these spindles are direct replacements for
specific MTD and Cub Cadet 46-inch deck models, ensuring your lawn mower operates efficiently.
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Image: Two labwork spindle replacement units, each with a pulley and accompanying mounting bolts, ready for installation.

2. ProbucT FEATURES

» Sturdy Construction: Manufactured for durability and long-lasting performance.
« Easy Installation: Designed for straightforward replacement, often with pre-threaded holes for convenience.
« Optimal Performance: Ensures proper blade rotation and deck operation for an even cut.

« Direct Replacement: Engineered to meet or exceed OEM specifications for a perfect fit.

3. COMPATIBILITY

These spindle replacements are compatible with the following models and part numbers. Please verify your existing
part number and mower model before purchase to ensure proper fitment.
o MTD 46-inch Deck Models: LT46, LX46

o Cub Cadet 46-inch Deck Models: XT1-LT46, XT2-LX46 KH, XT2-LX KW, XT2-LX46 LE FAB, XT-2 LX46
FAB

« Replacement Part Numbers: 918-06977A, 918-06977, 618-06977A, 618-06977, 285-700
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Image: A lawnmower operating in a grassy area, illustrating the application of the spindle, with compatible part numbers highlighted.

4. INsTALLATION GUIDE

Replacing a lawn mower spindle requires basic mechanical skills and tools. Always prioritize safety by disconnecting
the spark plug wire before beginning any work on the mower deck.

Tools Required:

e Socket Wrench Set

o Pry Bar or Wood Block (for blade removal)
e Torque Wrench

o Gloves and Safety Glasses

o Wire Brush (for cleaning)

Penetrating Oil (optional, for rusted bolts)

Step-by-Step Installation:

1. Prepare the Mower:
o Ensure the engine is off and cool.
o Disconnect the spark plug wire to prevent accidental starting.
o Lower the mower deck to its lowest setting.

o Remove the mower deck from the tractor according to your mower's specific instructions. Place it on a
flat, stable surface.

2. Remove Mower Blades:
o Carefully flip the deck over to expose the blades and spindles.
o Use a wood block or pry bar to hold the blade steady.

o Loosen and remove the bolt holding the blade to the spindle. Note the orientation of the blade for



reinstallation.

o Remove the blade.

3. Remove Old Spindle:
o Locate the mounting bolts that secure the spindle housing to the mower deck. These are typically on the
top side of the deck.
o Use a socket wrench to loosen and remove these bolts. If bolts are rusted, apply penetrating oil and
allow it to soak.

o Once all bolts are removed, carefully lift the old spindle assembly off the deck.

4. Clean Mounting Area:

o Thoroughly clean any debris, rust, or old gasket material from the spindle mounting area on the mower
deck using a wire brush or scraper. A clean surface ensures a proper seal and fit.

5. Install New Spindle:
o Position the new labwork spindle replacement onto the cleaned mounting area. Ensure the bolt holes
align correctly.
o Insert the new mounting bolts (provided with the spindle) into the holes.

o Tighten the bolts evenly in a crisscross pattern to ensure the spindle seats properly and prevents
warping. Refer to your mower's manual for specific torque specifications, if available.

6. Reinstall Mower Blades:
o Reattach the mower blade to the new spindle, ensuring it is oriented correctly (cutting edge facing up
towards the deck).

o Tighten the blade bolt securely. Again, refer to your mower's manual for torque specifications.

7. Reassemble Mower:
o Flip the mower deck back over and reattach it to the tractor.
o Reconnect the spark plug wire.
o Perform a quick visual inspection to ensure all components are securely fastened and the deck belt is
properly routed around the spindle pulleys.



Image: A detailed view of a single labwork spindle replacement, showcasing the pulley and the included mounting bolts, essential for
installation.

5. OPERATING CONSIDERATIONS

After installing the new spindles, operate your lawn mower as usual. Pay attention to any unusual noises or
vibrations, especially during the first few uses, to ensure proper installation and function. The new spindles should
provide smooth and efficient blade rotation, contributing to a clean and even cut.

\




Image: A lawnmower actively cutting grass, demonstrating the intended use of the product after successful spindle replacement.

6. MAINTENANCE

Regular maintenance of your mower's spindles can extend their lifespan and ensure consistent performance.

« Regular Inspection: Periodically inspect the spindles for any signs of wear, damage, or excessive play.
Check for loose bolts or unusual noises during operation.

« Cleaning: Keep the area around the spindles and pulleys free of grass clippings and debris. Excessive buildup
can cause imbalance and premature wear.

o Lubrication: While many modern spindles are sealed and do not require lubrication, if your spindle has a
grease fitting, apply appropriate grease periodically as recommended by your mower's manufacturer.

« Blade Balance: Ensure mower blades are sharp and balanced. Unbalanced blades can cause excessive
vibration, leading to premature spindle bearing failure.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

If you encounter issues after spindle replacement, consider the following common problems and solutions:

Problem

Excessive
Vibration

Loud
Noise
from
Deck

Uneven
Cut

Belt
Comes
Off Pulley

Possible Cause

Unbalanced blade, loose spindle
mounting bolts, bent blade, or
damaged spindle bearing.

Worn spindle bearings (unlikely for
new part), loose components, or debris
in deck.

Bent blade, incorrect blade installation,
or deck not level.

Improper belt routing, loose spindle, or
worn belt.

8. SPECIFICATIONS

Attribute

Part Number

Height

Pulley Outer Diameter (OD)

Package Quantity

Solution

Check blade for balance and damage. Ensure spindle
mounting bolts are tightened to specification. Inspect new
spindle for defects.

Verify all bolts are tight. Clear deck of debris. If noise
persists, inspect spindle bearings.

Check blade for straightness and correct orientation.
Ensure deck is properly leveled according to mower
manual.

Verify belt routing. Ensure spindle is securely mounted.
Inspect belt for wear and replace if necessary.

Value

918-06977A
6-1/4 inches
6-1/4 inches

2 Spindles



Attribute Value
Item Weight 9.97 pounds (for the pack)

Manufacturer labwork

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

labwork is committed to providing high-quality automotive parts and professional service. While specific warranty
details for this product are not provided in this manual, please refer to the product listing or contact labwork
customer support for any warranty-related inquiries.

For technical assistance, installation questions, or any other support needs, please visit the official labwork store or
contact their customer service department. Always provide your product model number (918-06977A) and purchase
details when seeking support.

labwork Store: Visit the labwork Store on Amazon

© 2024 labwork. All rights reserved. Information subject to change without notice.
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