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Grado Prestige Green3 Phono Cartridge User Manual

INTRODUCTION

This manual provides instructions for the installation, operation, and maintenance of your Grado Prestige
Green3 Phono Cartridge. The Green3 is a hand-assembled moving iron cartridge designed to deliver high-
fidelity analog sound with warmth and clarity.

Key features include:

Exceptional Analog Sound Quality: Delivers rich, warm, and detailed audio.

Elliptical Diamond Stylus: Precision-ground stylus for accurate groove tracking and reduced distortion.

Hand-Assembled in Brooklyn, NY: Each cartridge is carefully assembled using decades of analog
innovation.

Compatible with Most Turntables: Standard 1/2" mount for wide tonearm compatibility.

Engineered for Performance & Value: Features select coils for improved frequency response and
channel balance.

PRODUCT OVERVIEW
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An angled view of the Grado Prestige Green3 phono cartridge, showcasing its black housing with the silver 'GRADO' logo
and the elliptical diamond stylus at the front. The gold-plated connection pins are visible on the left side.

SETUP AND INSTALLATION

Unpacking
Carefully remove the Grado Prestige Green3 cartridge from its packaging. Ensure all components,
including the mounting screws, are present.

Mounting the Cartridge

1. Power Off: Ensure your turntable and amplifier are powered off and unplugged before beginning
installation.

2. Remove Old Cartridge (if applicable): If replacing an existing cartridge, carefully disconnect the four
color-coded wires from the old cartridge and remove it from the tonearm headshell.

3. Attach Wires: Connect the four color-coded wires from your tonearm to the corresponding pins on the
Grado Green3 cartridge. Standard color coding is typically:

Red: Right Channel Hot (+)

Green: Right Channel Ground (-)

White: Left Channel Hot (+)



Blue: Left Channel Ground (-)

Ensure connections are firm but do not apply excessive force.

4. Secure to Headshell: Using the provided mounting screws, attach the Grado Green3 cartridge to your
turntable's headshell. The Green3 uses a standard 1/2" mount. Do not overtighten the screws initially.

5. Alignment: Proper cartridge alignment is crucial for optimal sound and stylus longevity. Refer to your
turntable's manual for specific alignment instructions (e.g., overhang, azimuth, vertical tracking angle). A
protractor tool is often used for this step.

6. Tracking Force: Set the tracking force according to the manufacturer's recommendation for the Grado
Green3. This information is typically found in the cartridge's packaging or on the Grado website. Use a
reliable tracking force gauge for accuracy.

7. Anti-Skate: Adjust the anti-skate setting on your tonearm to match the tracking force.

OPERATION

Once installed and properly aligned, the Grado Prestige Green3 cartridge operates like any standard phono
cartridge.

1. Select Input: Ensure your amplifier or receiver is set to the "Phono" input.

2. Place Record: Carefully place a vinyl record on your turntable platter.

3. Lower Tonearm: Use the tonearm lift mechanism to gently lower the stylus onto the record's lead-in
groove. Avoid dropping the tonearm directly onto the record.

4. Playback: Enjoy the audio playback.

5. End of Playback: At the end of the record, use the tonearm lift to raise the stylus and return the
tonearm to its rest.

MAINTENANCE

Stylus Cleaning
Regular stylus cleaning is essential for optimal sound quality and to prolong the life of your records and
stylus. Use a soft stylus brush, brushing gently from back to front (never side-to-side or front-to-back) to
remove dust and debris.

Cartridge Body Cleaning
Wipe the cartridge body with a soft, dry, lint-free cloth. Avoid using liquid cleaners near the stylus or
cantilever.

Stylus Replacement
The elliptical diamond stylus has a finite lifespan. Over time, wear will degrade sound quality and potentially
damage records. Consult Grado's recommendations for stylus replacement intervals. The Prestige series
styli are user-replaceable.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Issue Possible Cause Solution



No Sound
or Low
Volume

Incorrect input selection; Loose
connections; Amplifier/turntable
not powered on.

Ensure "Phono" input is selected; Check all wiring
connections; Verify power to all components.

Distorted
Sound /
Skipping

Improper tracking force;
Incorrect alignment; Dirty stylus;
Damaged stylus; Damaged
record.

Adjust tracking force; Re-align cartridge; Clean stylus;
Inspect stylus for damage (replace if necessary); Clean
record.

Humming
or
Buzzing
Noise

Grounding issue; Proximity to
electrical interference; Loose
connections.

Ensure turntable is properly grounded to the amplifier;
Move components away from power supplies or other
electronics; Check all wiring connections.

Channel
Imbalance

Loose wire connection;
Damaged stylus/cantilever;
Uneven tracking force/anti-skate.

Check wire connections to the cartridge and tonearm;
Inspect stylus for damage; Re-check tracking force
and anti-skate settings.

Issue Possible Cause Solution

SPECIFICATIONS

Model Name: Prestige Series Green3

Brand: GRADO

Type: Moving Iron Phono Cartridge

Stylus: Elliptical Diamond

Mounting: Standard 1/2"

Included Components: Mounting Screws

Material: Metal, Plastic

Color: Green

Item Weight: 0.634 ounces

Package Dimensions: 2.4 x 1.26 x 1.26 inches

Special Feature: Grado’s OTL technology, Hand-selected cartridges from Black3 production runs,
Three-piece OTL cantilever with Grado specific diamond, Patented Flux-Bridger design

Compatible Devices: Turntable

Signal Format: Analog

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information and technical support, please contact GRADO directly or refer to the official
GRADO website. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty claims.

Manufacturer: GRADO

Seller (on Amazon): 4OurEars - The Official Grado Store

Related Documents - Prestige Series Green3



Grado GW100X Wireless Headphones Owner's Guide
Comprehensive owner's guide for the Grado GW100X wireless headphones, detailing setup,
controls, specifications, safety, and compliance. Learn how to connect, manage calls and music,
and understand the features of your Grado GW100X.

Grado GW100 Wireless Headphones Owner's Guide | Setup, Controls, and Specifications
Comprehensive owner's guide for Grado GW100 wireless headphones. Learn about setup,
features, controls, specifications, and safety information for your Grado headphones.

Grado GW100 Bluetooth Headphone FCC Test Report
FCC test report for the Grado GW100 Bluetooth Headphone, detailing compliance with FCC Part
15 Subpart C 15.249 and 15.209 regulations. Includes radiated emission, band edge, bandwidth,
and conducted emission test results performed by Shenzhen HUAK Testing Technology Co., Ltd.

Grado Labs Announces New Signature S750 Headphones
Grado Labs introduces the award-winning Signature S750 headphones, featuring a newly
engineered S2 driver, the innovative Grado B cushion, and an enhanced detachable cable system.
This press release details the product's design, technology, and specifications.

Grado Signature S750 Headphones: Premium Sound & Comfort
Explore the Grado Signature S750 headphones by Grado Labs. Featuring a new S2 driver,
advanced Grado B cushion, and premium aluminium construction for exceptional audio fidelity and
long-lasting comfort.

Goldring E Series MM Cartridges: Installation, Specifications & Replacement Guide
Comprehensive guide to Goldring E Series Moving Magnet (MM) cartridges, covering installation,
technical specifications for E1, E2, E3 models, stylus replacement, and guarantee information.

https://manuals.plus/m/0c0bd64408b1065a0432a50fa0f024c608c9c2398453f21435aed258eaad0211
https://manuals.plus/m/0c0bd64408b1065a0432a50fa0f024c608c9c2398453f21435aed258eaad0211
https://manuals.plus/m/9921c2ef7c7f83247d75ddf75d830e07c619c13f4aa66ea778fe32e4f8da8408
https://manuals.plus/m/9921c2ef7c7f83247d75ddf75d830e07c619c13f4aa66ea778fe32e4f8da8408
https://manuals.plus/m/fcb46247b430a99c078914ff333e6f8100f6f65ad3ae9354d7a050cfab271874
https://manuals.plus/m/fcb46247b430a99c078914ff333e6f8100f6f65ad3ae9354d7a050cfab271874
https://manuals.plus/m/779c3a5cd8eb2f3f233f484190bc54a397190b94275578071f1b954087fa2082
https://manuals.plus/m/779c3a5cd8eb2f3f233f484190bc54a397190b94275578071f1b954087fa2082
https://manuals.plus/m/fcc591ce169769eba03f7e19e2ec4c9df91b4ea954ba1b6544f275b6421b7419
https://manuals.plus/m/fcc591ce169769eba03f7e19e2ec4c9df91b4ea954ba1b6544f275b6421b7419
https://manuals.plus/m/cc2784e91af6cb2549d003fb1cf074069cb73764289871836c87f93a47494439
https://manuals.plus/m/cc2784e91af6cb2549d003fb1cf074069cb73764289871836c87f93a47494439

	GRADO Prestige Series Green3
	Grado Prestige Green3 Phono Cartridge User Manual
	Introduction
	Product Overview
	Setup and Installation
	Unpacking
	Mounting the Cartridge

	Operation
	Maintenance
	Stylus Cleaning
	Cartridge Body Cleaning
	Stylus Replacement

	Troubleshooting
	Specifications
	Warranty and Support
	Related Documents - Prestige Series Green3



