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1. INTRODUCTION

Thank you for choosing the Gewa Manoa K-CO-LH-E Electro-Acoustic Concert Ukulele. This instrument is designed
for left-handed players, featuring a beautiful Sapelli wood body and neck, a walnut fretboard, and an integrated VGS
UCT-2 preamp with a 2-band equalizer and tuner. This manual provides essential information for the proper setup,
operation, and maintenance of your ukulele to ensure years of musical enjoyment.

2. SAFETY INFORMATION

Handle with Care: Ukuleles are delicate instruments. Avoid dropping or subjecting the instrument to strong
impacts.

Temperature and Humidity: Protect your ukulele from extreme temperature changes and humidity
fluctuations. Store it in a stable environment, ideally between 40-60% relative humidity.

Liquids: Keep the instrument away from liquids. Moisture can damage the wood and electronics.

Cleaning: Use only a soft, dry cloth for cleaning. Avoid abrasive cleaners or solvents.

Electrical Safety: When connecting to an amplifier or other audio equipment, ensure all connections are
secure and follow the safety guidelines of the connected devices.

3. COMPONENTS OVERVIEW

Familiarize yourself with the main parts of your Gewa Manoa K-CO-LH-E Ukulele:
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Headstock: The top part of the neck where the tuning pegs are located.

Tuning Pegs (Machine Heads): Used to adjust the tension of the strings for tuning.

Nut: A small strip of material at the top of the fretboard that guides the strings.

Neck: The long wooden part extending from the body, containing the fretboard.

Fretboard (Fingerboard): The surface on the neck where your fingers press down on the strings.

Frets: Metal strips embedded in the fretboard that define the notes.

Body: The main hollow part of the ukulele that amplifies the sound.

Soundhole: The opening in the body that allows sound to project.

Bridge: A wooden piece on the body that holds the strings in place.

Saddle: A small strip of material on the bridge that supports the strings.

Strings: The four nylon strings that produce sound when plucked or strummed.

VGS UCT-2 Preamp: Integrated electronic system with 2-band EQ (Bass, Treble) and a built-in tuner, located
on the side of the body.

Output Jack: For connecting the ukulele to an amplifier or PA system.



Figure 3.1: Front view of the Gewa Manoa K-CO-LH-E Ukulele, showcasing its Sapelli wood body, soundhole, bridge, fretboard, and
headstock with tuning pegs. The integrated preamp is visible on the lower bout.

4. SETUP

4.1 Unpacking and Initial Inspection

Carefully remove your ukulele from its packaging. Inspect the instrument for any signs of damage that may have
occurred during shipping. If you notice any issues, contact your retailer immediately.

4.2 Tuning

Your ukulele comes equipped with Aquila Supernylgut strings, known for their excellent tone and stability. New
strings may require frequent tuning initially as they stretch. The standard tuning for a concert ukulele is G-C-E-A
(from thickest to thinnest string).
To tune your ukulele using the built-in VGS UCT-2 tuner:

1. Press the 'Tuner' button on the preamp to activate the tuner. The display will light up.

2. Pluck one string at a time. The display will show the note being played and indicate if it is sharp (too high), flat
(too low), or in tune.

3. Adjust the corresponding tuning peg slowly until the display indicates the correct note and shows it is in tune
(usually a green light or center indicator).

4. Repeat for all four strings.



5. Press the 'Tuner' button again to turn off the tuner and save battery life.

Alternatively, you can use an external clip-on tuner or a tuning app on your smartphone.

5. OPERATING

5.1 Playing the Ukulele

Hold the ukulele comfortably, supporting the body against your chest. For left-handed players, your left hand will fret
the notes on the fretboard, and your right hand will strum or pluck the strings over the soundhole.

Figure 5.1: A person demonstrating the playing position of the ukulele, highlighting the interaction between the hands and the
instrument. The left hand is shown fretting notes on the neck, while the right hand is positioned for strumming or plucking the strings.

5.2 Using the VGS UCT-2 Preamp

The VGS UCT-2 preamp allows you to amplify your ukulele's sound and shape its tone. It is powered by a 9V battery
(not included, or pre-installed). To access the battery compartment, gently slide open the cover on the preamp unit.

Volume Control: Adjusts the overall output level of the amplified sound.

Bass Control: Boosts or cuts the low frequencies. Turn clockwise to increase bass, counter-clockwise to
decrease.

Treble Control: Boosts or cuts the high frequencies. Turn clockwise to increase treble, counter-clockwise to
decrease.

Tuner Button: Activates and deactivates the built-in chromatic tuner (refer to Section 4.2).

5.3 Connecting to an Amplifier

To amplify your ukulele, connect a standard 1/4-inch instrument cable from the output jack on the preamp to your



amplifier or PA system. Ensure the amplifier's volume is set low before connecting to avoid sudden loud noises.

6. MAINTENANCE

6.1 Cleaning

Wipe down your ukulele with a soft, lint-free cloth after each use to remove sweat, oils, and dust. For stubborn
grime, a slightly damp cloth can be used, but ensure the surface is dried immediately. Avoid using furniture polish or
abrasive cleaners.

6.2 Storage

When not in use, store your ukulele in its padded gig bag or a hard case to protect it from dust, impacts, and
environmental changes. Avoid leaving it in direct sunlight, near heat sources, or in a car where temperatures can
fluctuate drastically.

6.3 String Replacement

Strings should be replaced periodically, typically every few months, or when they show signs of wear, become dull-
sounding, or lose their ability to hold tune. Replace strings one at a time to maintain neck tension. Use high-quality
ukulele strings, such as Aquila Supernylgut, for optimal performance.

6.4 Humidity Control

Wood instruments are sensitive to humidity. In very dry climates, consider using a ukulele humidifier inside your
case to prevent the wood from cracking or warping. In very humid climates, a dehumidifier might be necessary.

7. TROUBLESHOOTING

Poor Sound Quality / Buzzing:

Check if strings are old or worn; replace if necessary.

Ensure strings are properly seated in the nut and bridge saddle.

Verify tuning.

Tuning Instability:

New strings will stretch; continue to tune frequently until they stabilize.

Check for loose tuning pegs.

Extreme temperature or humidity changes can affect tuning.

No Sound from Amplifier:

Ensure the instrument cable is fully inserted into both the ukulele's output jack and the amplifier.

Check the amplifier's power and volume settings.

Verify the 9V battery in the preamp is fresh and correctly installed.

Test with a different cable or amplifier if possible.



8. SPECIFICATIONS

Feature Detail

Model Number VG512181

Type Electro-Acoustic Concert Ukulele

Orientation Left-Handed

Body & Neck Material Sapelli

Fretboard & Bridge Material Walnut (American Walnut)

Saddle & Nut Material Nubone

Scale Length 376 mm

Nut Width 35 mm

Tuning Machines Chrome open-gear with black buttons

Strings Aquila Supernylgut

Finish Open-pore satin matte

Preamp VGS UCT-2 (2-band EQ & Tuner)

Number of Strings 4

Product Dimensions (L x W x H) 65.5 x 25.5 x 12 cm

Item Weight 1.22 Kilograms

Country of Origin China

9. WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

Your Gewa Manoa K-CO-LH-E Ukulele is covered by the manufacturer's warranty against defects in materials and
workmanship. Please refer to the warranty information provided at the time of purchase for specific terms and
conditions.
For technical support, service, or warranty claims, please contact your authorized Gewa dealer or the
manufacturer's customer service department. Keep your proof of purchase for warranty validation.

© 2024 Gewa. All rights reserved.
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