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Your guide to safe and efficient operation

INTRODUCTION

The Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer is designed for occasional cleaning tasks around the home, specifically for vehicles like
cars, bikes, and motorcycles, as well as fences. This manual provides essential information for the safe and effective setup,
operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting of your pressure washer. Please read these instructions thoroughly before first use
and keep them for future reference.

SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

Always observe the following safety precautions to prevent injury or damage:

Electrical Safety: Ensure the power supply matches the voltage specified on the rating plate. Do not operate the unit with a
damaged power cord or plug.

Water Connection: Connect the pressure washer to a water supply that is clean and free of impurities. Do not connect to
the potable water mains without a backflow preventer.

Personal Protection: Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, including safety glasses and hearing protection,
during operation.

High Pressure Hazard: The high-pressure jet can be dangerous if misused. Never direct the jet at people, pets, electrical
equipment, or the unit itself.

Children and Unauthorized Users: Keep children and untrained personnel away from the operating unit.

Stability: Operate the pressure washer on a stable, level surface to prevent tipping.

Detergents: Use only Karcher-approved detergents. Follow detergent instructions carefully.

Safety Valve: The unit is equipped with a safety valve for engine stop function, which prevents overload pressure. Do not
attempt to bypass or modify this safety feature.

SETUP

Follow these steps to prepare your Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer for use:

1. Unpacking: Carefully remove all components from the packaging. Ensure all parts listed in the product documentation are
present.

https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/qa/
https://manuals.plus/deep-search/
https://manuals.plus/upload
https://manuals.plus/
https://manuals.plus/category/karcher


2. Handle Assembly: Attach the transport handle securely. The unit is designed for easy portability with integrated wheels.

This image shows a user effortlessly transporting the Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer using its integrated wheels and extendable handle.

3. High-Pressure Hose Connection: Connect the high-pressure hose to the equipment and the spray gun. The quick-connect
system allows for fast and convenient attachment.



A close-up view of a hand attaching the quick-connect high-pressure hose to the pressure washer's inlet.

4. Water Supply Connection: Connect the pressure washer to your water supply using a standard garden hose. Ensure the
water filter is properly installed to protect the pump.

5. Detergent Reservoir (Optional): If using detergent, fill the practical detergent reservoir with Karcher car shampoo or other
approved cleaning solutions. Insert the reservoir into its designated slot.



This image illustrates the process of placing the detergent solution reservoir into its designated slot on the pressure washer.

6. Power Connection: Plug the power cord into a suitable electrical outlet.

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

To begin cleaning with your Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer:

1. Turn on Water Supply: Fully open the water tap to ensure a steady flow to the pressure washer.

2. Power On: Switch on the pressure washer. The motor will start.

3. Purge Air: Before attaching any nozzles, press the trigger on the spray gun until a steady stream of water emerges,
indicating all air has been purged from the system.

4. Attach Nozzle/Accessory: Select the appropriate nozzle or accessory for your cleaning task. For car washing, the included
car wash brush or a foam nozzle (if using detergent) is recommended.



A user applies car shampoo foam to a vehicle using the pressure washer and its detergent application feature.

5. Begin Cleaning: Hold the spray gun firmly and direct the high-pressure jet at the surface to be cleaned. Maintain a safe
distance to avoid damage, especially on delicate surfaces.



A person is shown cleaning a motorcycle with the Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer, highlighting its versatility for different vehicles.



A close-up of a hand using the included car wash brush attachment to gently clean a car surface.

6. Shut Down: When finished, turn off the pressure washer, then turn off the water supply. Squeeze the trigger on the spray
gun to release any remaining pressure before disconnecting the hose.

MAINTENANCE

Proper maintenance ensures the longevity and optimal performance of your pressure washer:

Water Filter: Regularly check and clean the water filter to prevent debris from entering the pump. A clean filter helps to
increase the pump's service life.

Pump: The three-piston axial pump is designed to be completely maintenance-free. No lubrication or special servicing is
required for the pump itself.

Nozzle Cleaning: If the spray pattern becomes irregular, clean the nozzle opening with the provided needle or a thin wire.

Hose and Connections: Inspect the high-pressure hose and all connections for wear, damage, or leaks before each use.
Replace damaged parts immediately.

Storage: After use, drain all water from the unit and hoses, especially in freezing temperatures. Store the pressure washer
in a dry, frost-free location. Utilize the cable hook for convenient storage of the power cord.

Cleaning the Unit: Wipe down the exterior of the pressure washer with a damp cloth. Do not use harsh chemicals or
abrasive cleaners.

TROUBLESHOOTING

Refer to this section for common issues and their solutions:

Problem Possible Cause Solution



Unit does not
start

No power supply; tripped circuit breaker Check power connection; reset circuit breaker

No pressure or
low pressure

Insufficient water supply; clogged water filter;
air in pump; worn nozzle

Ensure full water supply; clean water filter; purge air from
pump; clean or replace nozzle

Pulsating
pressure

Air in pump; restricted water flow; clogged
nozzle

Purge air from pump; check water supply; clean nozzle

Water leaks
Loose connections; damaged O-rings or
seals

Tighten connections; replace damaged O-rings or seals

Problem Possible Cause Solution

If you encounter issues not listed here or if solutions do not resolve the problem, please contact Karcher customer support.

SPECIFICATIONS

Key technical details for the Karcher K 3 Car Pressure Washer Model 1.601-832.0:

Brand: Karcher

Model Number: 1.601-832.0

Power Source: Electric

Color: Yellow

Item Weight: 7.8 Kilograms (17.16 pounds)

Hose Length: 6 Meters

Wand Length: 8 Meters

Product Dimensions (L x W x H): 10.83" x 31.61" x 10.98"

Tank Volume (Detergent): 500 Milliliters

Maximum Flow Rate: 330 Liters Per Hour

Safety Certifications: ETL, UL

WARRANTY AND SUPPORT

For warranty information, technical support, or to purchase replacement parts, please refer to the official Karcher website or
contact Karcher customer service directly. Keep your purchase receipt as proof of purchase for warranty claims.

© 2023 Karcher. All rights reserved. This manual is for informational purposes only.
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